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PRESENT:

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER) – LNP
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Steven TOOMEY (The Gap) (Deputy Chair of Council)
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	Queensland Greens Councillor (and Ward)
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	Independent Councillor (and Ward)
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OPENING OF MEETING:

The Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, opened the meeting with prayer and acknowledged the traditional custodians, and then proceeded with the business set out in the Agenda.
Chair:
I declare the meeting open. I remind all Councillors of your obligation to declare material personal interest and conflicts of interest where relevant and the requirement as such to remove yourself from the Council Chamber for debate and voting where applicable.


Are there any apologies? No apologies? 
Councillor CUMMING, I understand there’s a motion of condolence.
Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Mr Chair. 
MOTION OF CONDOLENCE – BOB HAWKE
746/2018-19
The Leader of the Opposition, Councillor Peter CUMMING, announced that before proceeding with the formal business of the day, he would like to pay tribute to former Prime Minister, Bob Hawke, who had passed away on 16 May 2019.

Accordingly, in view of Bob Hawke’s service to this nation, Councillor Peter CUMMING moved, seconded by the LORD MAYOR(
That this Council extends its sincerest and deepest sympathies to the family and friends of the late Bob Hawke, and pay tribute to him for his dedicated service to the nation and the people of Australia.

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING, please.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I’d like to thank the LORD MAYOR for agreeing to this motion of condolence. Bob Hawke was 89 when he died. He was a great Labor Prime Minister and a tribute to his greatness was the fact that he won four elections from four efforts and never lost an election. A lot of people go out having lost elections but Bob won every election he participated in.


There were many fine achievements to the Hawke Government, things like Medicare, the capital gains tax, floating the dollar, a great economic achievement that he introduced with his tremendously talented ministry and caucus. When he came into office in 1983, only 30% of children continued to finish Year 12. When he left office, there was 80% were completing high school.


The Daintree River—the wonders of the Daintree River were saved under the Hawke administration and the Franklin River, the beautiful Franklin River and the rapids in that area of Tasmania were also saved.


He was a Rhodes Scholar and I can recall reading—I’ve read a few books on Bob. He made up his mind when he became a Rhodes Scholar that during the summer months he would play cricket, he was quite a decent cricketer, and he would drink beer I guess. That’s what he did in the summer months and he would get stuck into the study in the winter months.


His study was of industrial relations systems and it helped him land his job with the ACTU in Melbourne. He used to argue national wage cases in the old days when your pay increase depended on the result of the national wage case, a different system to what we have now. I think a lot of people perhaps would like to go back to that sort of system.


He was a great negotiator of industrial disputes. He was known for if there was a way of resolving an industrial dispute in a manner that was acceptable to both parties, he would be in there trying to negotiate it and did a great job in that regard. He gave up the grog when he became Prime Minister, which was I think something that he was serious about doing. He said he would do and he did it. That, I think, allowed him to be a more effective leader than he would have been otherwise.


He was a leader of conviction and a builder of consensus but consensus and cooperation never meant pursuing the lowest common denominator. Bringing the country together never meant presenting people with a soft option or taking the nation down the low road or the lazy path of least resistance. Bob and the brilliant cabinet he chaired so assuredly didn’t demand consensus or capitulate to it. They built it through leadership, through persuasion, through Bob’s special connection with the Australian people that he nurtured and treasured.


After he left politics, Bob’s innate appreciation for Australia’s aspirations made him a wonderful source of advice and inspiration for his successors. He was always generous with his time and well into his ninth decade remained a star performer at ever Labor gathering he attended and the Woodford Folk Festival. At Labor gatherings no night was complete without his rendition of Solidarity Forever.


Vale, Bob Hawke.
The Chair called for any further speakers.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I also rise to support this motion and would like to point out that generally we move condolence motions for our former Councillors, former Lord Mayors but generally not for leaders at other levels of government but we have certainly been happy to make an exception on this occasion because of the stature and importance of former Prime Ministers and particularly Bob Hawke.


I, personally, at the time he became Prime Minister, was six years of age and then when he finished up as Prime Minister I was about 13 or 14. My own personal recollection of Bob Hawke wasn’t that great. I certainly remember Paul Keating who was very big in my recollection but not so much Bob Hawke. But what I do remember of Bob Hawke and what I do know about Bob Hawke was all positive. I thought he was a very positive and real leader of our country.


He was a character. He was a larrikin. I particularly liked the way that he brought on many policies that were modernising economic policies for the nation, policies that took some guts and determination to introduce. Whether it’s things like the floating of the dollar or economic reforms, they are never easy initiatives to introduce. Whether you’re Liberal or Labor or anything else, credit to a leader of the country that brings in major reforms like that.


I want to acknowledge the contribution that Bob Hawke has made to our country and I believe in many ways our country’s a better place as a result of Bob Hawke and his leadership. Putting aside any kind of party allegiances we need to respect the contribution that our senior leaders have made and I certainly do respect Bob Hawke.

Chair:
Further debate? 


Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I had the opportunity to spend a bit of time with Bob Hawke a couple of years ago in Barcaldine at the 125th anniversary of the great shearers’ strike out there, driving him around a bit and pushing him in his wheelchair as he was confined to for longer periods of time of moving about. That rock star status that he had not just among unionists and Labor people but just among people out there in Barcaldine, locals as well, was very evident and I think a lot of people have reflected on that a lot lately.


As Paul Keating said famously, if you change the government you change the country. That couldn’t have been more true about the election of the Hawke Government in 1983. Australia was ready to emerge from the stagnant 1970s but needed leaders with reforming zeal and Bob Hawke had that in spades. He can be described as both an Aussie larrikin and a Rhodes Scholar in the same sentence and that’s not something many Australians can notch up.


There are no words that I can give in this condolence motion that will appropriately convey the great loss our nation has had. Bob’s great love, Blanche d’Alpuget, said it so eloquently herself in her statement, where she said that Bob Hawke and Paul Keating and their governments modernised the Australian economic paving the way for an unprecedented period of recession‑free economic growth and job creation.


Bob’s consensus style approach of bringing together the trade union movement and the business community boosted job opportunities while increasing the social wage through Medicare and extra financial support for low income families. Together with a highly talented cabinet he foresaw the Australian century and positioned Australia to take full advantage of it through a program of sweeping economic reforms.


Among his proudest achievements were very large increases in the proportion of children finishing high school, his role in ending Apartheid in South Africa and his successful international campaign to protect Antarctica from mining. He abhorred racism and bigotry. His father, the Reverend Clem Hawke, told Bob that if you believe in the fatherhood of God then you must also believe in the brotherhood of man. Bob would add today the sisterhood of women.


Bob was dearly loved by his family and so many friends and colleagues. We will miss him. The golden bowl is broken.


One of the fundamental tenets of Bob’s beliefs was that creed that he took from his father, the belief in the brotherhood of man and, of course, the sisterhood of women. That fundamental belief, what we do in government or in our own lives should be informed by the way in which it impacts on people. The human side of decisions we make must be the overriding factor. This is something that’s always stuck with me and that other great saying that we live in a community not a corporation.


Bob Hawke left an amazing legacy for generations of Australians to benefit from, whether it’s universal healthcare, focus on education and training and the great increase in the number of children not only finishing high school but also going through to tertiary education and other study and that real dedication to preserving the unique environment here we have in Australia and a complete rejection, as Blanche said, of racism and bigotry in any form.


Some of those famous examples are of course his campaign against Apartheid in South Africa but also the subversive campaigns against Asian Australians in the 1980s. His dedication to humanity lasted well into Bob’s later years of course with his keen support of marriage equality.


Bob was a proud unionist, as am I. Bob was very proud of his great Australian Labor Party, as am I. Australia is rightfully very proud of our Bob Hawke, as am I.


In years to come the question may be asked, where is the monument to the great Australian Bob Hawke? We can confidently say look all around you and you will see.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak to this motion and to reflect on his great achievements as our Prime Minister. I guess in saying these few brief words I reveal my age to an extent. In 1983 I was a reporter for the ABC.


It was Bob Hawke who got me to Canberra to cover the Hope Royal Commission, which none of you would remember, but it was into the Coombe‑Ivanov affair. And Bob Hawke to his great credit, saw that there was something fundamentally wrong with a past party president who’d become a lobbyist getting closely involved with a Russian spy, sorry, an alleged Russian spy and called the Royal Commission into it. To his great credit that exposure saw truth come to light and that was all because Bob Hawke didn’t want to see any skeletons in the closet and good luck to him for that. 


As a reporter, he was fantastic. I stayed in Canberra through the 1984 election campaign. I interviewed him on a few occasions and always found him courteous and generous with his time, as he was with all reporters I believe. I thank him for that as well.


He went on, of course, to win the 1984 election as has already been said and the 1987 election and the 1990 election. He was a great advocate for the Labor cause and we all witnessed his great achievements over that period of time.


Mr Chair, when Paul Keating finally toppled him as Prime Minister in December 1991, I was back in Canberra on the sidelines as a staffer and remember well his final speech to the Parliament, which was greeted with universal applause from all sides, well deserved universal applause from all sides. He was a great champion for his party, for his political movement and for the people of Australia as well.


I can’t finish without concluding about his great authenticity as a leader, something to which we all aspire but rarely achieve. I only wish that I had the capacity to down a yard of ale like he was able to. I worked on that in my younger years but gave up. His achievements were many and have been reflected very well in this place and thank you for it.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I rise briefly to support this motion of condolence for former Prime Minister Bob Hawke. I was old enough to remember Bob Hawke. I was still a child but through the 1980s and 1990s, a lot of my political values were formed certainly by listening to what was happening in the country and listening to my parents both of whom weren’t party political but were conservative country kids.


I really remember my parents had massive arguments before the election about whether or not to vote for Bob Hawke. They would never have envisaged it in any other situation. My dad would have been old school National and mum would have voted Liberal I’m sure.


I remember how important it was for them. Sorry, I’m a bit tired today. Sorry about that.


I just remember how important it was for them that the Franklin River in Tasmania was saved. At the time, that was such a defining issue in our country. There was a lot of good work done to make sure that a huge natural resource in our country was protected. People of all walks of life, people who’d voted conservative their whole life changed their minds and voted for the Labor Party and Bob Hawke. They did so because I believe they, at that time, stood up and said we’re going to do the right thing here. The country believed them. They did it.


They went on to do so many other things. You sit back and all the debates that have come since with Medicare and the wages accord, all the things that they did, floating the dollar, they can’t have been easy things to do back then. They were quite progressive things to do. Certainly I think Councillor CASSIDY’s hit the nail on the head when he talks about the way in which Bob Hawke and that whole cabinet, that whole ministry at the time, I think, had the interests of the country in their mind.


Obviously the other important things, I think, it’s good to see a leader stand up and articulate values around authenticity and doing the right thing at a human level. I think he did that with Apartheid. I think that was an outstanding achievement. He certainly did that in China with Tiananmen Square.


When I worked in Canberra a long time ago we had a staffer who his family had been caught up in all of that and he was always so grateful for what had happened and how he’d been able to stay in Australia. That’s why—it was just such a positive decision to see leaders looking beyond their own self-interest to the national and international interest.


I certainly also remember Bob Hawke being one of the most colourful politicians that I’ve ever seen and I think it shows that the country can accept and embrace people who are flawed as their leader. It can recognise value and authenticity in people and, yes, I think it’s a very sad day for his family.


To all the Labor politicians, I know you’re all sad, so my condolences.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor RICHARDS.

Councillor RICHARDS:
Thank you, Chair. Bob Hawke, an Aussie bloke who enjoyed extraordinary popularity as a public figure. As it has been said over the past day since Bob’s passing, Bob Hawke was a larrikin that is now legend. As was quoted in The Guardian this past week, Bob Hawke was known to drink like a fish, swear like a trouper, work like a demon, perform like a playboy, talk like a truckie and act like a politician.


Bob Hawke was the typical Australian but oversized; a relatable quality that connected him to voters and underwrote his extraordinary popularity as a public figure. It was the government Bob Hawke led that was one of Australia’s most transformative. Aside from floating the dollar, as Councillor JOHNSTON mentioned, he also opened Australia to foreign banks and financial institutions, plus many other pursuits and reforms of government. 


It was his government’s social policy legacy that is enduring no matter what side of politics we stand today. That is Medicare, compulsory superannuation, the Higher Education Contribution Scheme for university loans and pursued reforms to pensions and welfare payments.


At Bob Hawke’s final press conference after losing Labor leadership, he was asked how he wanted to be remembered. His response: I guess as a bloke who loved this country and still does and loves Australians and who was not essentially changed by high office.


Bob Hawke truly was a dinky-di Australian. Rest in peace Bob Hawke. May your legend live on.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. I’d like to rise to contribute to the condolence motion for Bob Hawke.


I suppose my first memory of politics in Australia of course is shortly after I arrived in Australia a year or so later we had the dismissal so I was a bit surprised about how everything was working. Then Fraser came to the prime ministership and I just got on with working in retail and trying to build a life for myself.


But then the country was in a little bit of turmoil towards the early 1980s—probably late 1970s, early 1980s—and this gentleman, Bob Hawke started to become a bit more prominent in the media. But I think the thing that really captured me about him was the policy about the accord; trying to bring business and unions and the whole country together to move forward out of the turmoil that was very prevalent. Luckily enough not in the retail trade I must say but in a lot of the other industries around Australia.


It just made sense to me what he was explaining and I even remember where I was when I first heard the word accord in his explanation of what—and then the commentators as well. It just made sense to me as a business person that we should all be working together for the betterment of the country and not for selfish reasons for ourselves.


He was more than just a politician; he was really a generational leader. A great leader I believe certainly since the Second World War and he just again had the ability to bring the country and people together for a common purpose and a common goal and hopefully a way forward with any particular issue.


The first time—the only time actually I ever met former Prime Minister Bob Hawke was at a visit to the Inala electorate. I don’t think it was called Inala back then, it had a different iteration, but anyways I bought a ticket or whatever and was off to the Inala Hotel. I was working up at Ipswich at the time and, as I say, the first time I actually met him was at this function and it was an interesting meeting because it didn’t actually happen in the main dining area but it happened in the gents.


I’d gone in. He’d been running late and we were all waiting for him and I just couldn’t hold on any longer so I went into the gents. As I was washing up, in he walks and I didn’t know what to say. I think I just said hello and that was about it and shook his hand and that was it because he was wanting to do his business.


Anyways that was the only time I actually met the man but I’ll tell you what he just captured the whole room. You could hear a pin drop when he was speaking, when he wasn’t joking. Then everyone was laughing of course.


The reason I joined the Labor Party some years later, right, it was probably the kernel that was sown by meeting him and of course watching him through his prime ministership and how he dealt with issues, and of course the reforms that his government undertook. The floating of the dollar was a huge thing and I just remember that when I first—the exchange from American to Australian dollar when I first came out was not too good for me converting into the Australian dollar, and then once of course the—once they floated the dollar the reverse happened. So I lost both ways.


But anyways—but just in conclusion, I just want to say that Bob Hawke made this country a better place to live and work, and I really—I think I’m fortunate to have lived in this country under a prime minister of that calibre. I will always remember him fondly. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
Councillor CUMMING would you like to respond?

Councillor CUMMING:
No.

Chair:
Alright. I’d like to put that condolence motion. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber by the Chair, the motion of condolence was declared carried on the voices.

Chair:
Can I draw the Council’s attention to confirmation of minutes.
MINUTES:

747/2018-19
The Minutes of the 4589 meeting of Council held on 14 May 2019, copies of which had been forwarded to each Councillor, were presented, taken as read and confirmed on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
Mr Francis Price – Concerns about development approvals and the development of apartments
Chair:
Billy, could we please move to the public participant, Mr Francis Price?

Welcome Mr Price. When you’re ready, Billy will look after your microphone there and you’ve got five minutes. Begin when you’re ready.

Francis Price:
Mr Chair, LORD MAYOR, Councillors, thank you allowing me to address you. My name’s Francis Price. I’m here to tell you about my experience of what happens if you live in a body corporate environment and things go wrong. You should listen to me because there’s people like me in all your wards. I found Council made a mistake in their planning process and I thought they’d fix it but you didn’t. 


My wife and I bought an apartment off the plan and when we moved in it was completed. We’ve got no regrets about our lifestyle decision and it also makes it a bit harder for our children to move back home, which is a bit of a positive. We expected the people involved in our new home to do the right thing and act professionally, but unfortunately they didn’t.


Council made mistakes and rather than understand why and fix it, they initially tried to ignore it and eventually issued a breach to the body corporate.


Body corporate legislation gives unique abilities to developers to control body corporates for the first 12 months and some use this power to limit their liability and get their money until they exit the property. If problems are not fixed in the first 12 months, the lot owners often incur the expense and trauma and have little experience and ability to fix these problems.


The apartment we own is a combined residential and commercial property development, all of which is covered by a single body corporate. The development approval required two residential visitor car parks. Only one had been provided and the second one was allocated to a commercial property owner under the community management statement. When I wrote to the developer and the body corporate I was told that Council had approved and indeed wanted this to occur.


I wrote to Council and was told by a Council officer that I should forget it because they’d only hold the body corporate responsible. The plan sealing process showed that following an exchange with the developer’s consultants Council signed off on a community management statement that allocated only one residential visitor car park.


I wrote to the LORD MAYOR and was informed after I followed it up eight months later that while Council does try to negotiate inconsistencies between the development permit and the CMS, legislation only requires that Council note that there is a CMS; ‘does try’ is a level of performance that gets a kid in Prep a gold star. If you think this is acceptable then why are you even involved?


The developer who had this development was also progressing a development application on the only lot they still owned in this development, and all the car parks have been allocated on the CMS. At the same time the developer was telling me that the Council had approved only one car park, their consultants were telling Council and giving them documents that showed there were two. Council approved this additional development application over the property on the basis of this information. 


So where are we now? Council issued the body corporate with a breach. Tick to the honest person in Council. After the breach advice the developer’s advice was the only thing that can’t happen in my point of view is any spaces be taken away from tenancy one which I’ve just sold. Tick to the developer.


The body corporate has no capacity to resolve this issue. All problems rest with the owner and Council has shown no interest in investigating any systemic failures. Tick to Council for not getting your hands dirty.


The increasing number of unit developments across the city mean there are more people like me with similar experiences. When assessing against any pub test you fail miserably.


The Planning and Environment Court is generally perceived as the only remedy for property issues. The development industry relies on this approach being sustained. Developers just review this as a cost of doing business and I understand that Council view it as a risk.


Most people don’t have the funds to pursue these extensive legal processes. I understand that you follow the rules that the State Government make and may not have the time or the resources to spend on complaints like mine, but experience from Royal Commissions shows where this will lead. Eventually people like me who believe they are being ignored will create a political need for an inquiry. The inquiry will find that government regulatory functions have failed to do their job effectively. You run one of the biggest regulatory functions in the State. You will be held accountable.


What am I asking? I’m asking you to work constructively with our body corporate to resolve this issue, to genuinely investigate and hold people responsible and accountable for things that happened during this process. And to raise concerns with the State how about there are clear gaps in the body corporate legislation and how the legislation fails to ensure body corporates are established, governed and resourced in their first 12 months for the benefit of development owners.


I’m here because I’ve lived with this for three years. I keep pursuing issues until I get a resolution. I’m not going away. You have the opportunity to change the way you approach development planning problems before those solutions are imposed on you. You have the opportunity to better serve the residents of Brisbane. You have the opportunity to do the right thing.


Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you to the leaders of Brisbane.

Chair:
Thank you Mr Price. 
I understand Councillor BOURKE will be responding.

Response by Councillor Matthew BOURKE, Chair of the City Planning Committee

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks, Chair, and Mr Price thank you for coming in this afternoon and addressing Council.


As you said, your development application for the unit that you live in was lodged back in 2012. It was an impact-assessable development application and went through the process of assessment by the independent Council planning officers.


As part of that there were a number of changes that were included as part of the application as well which got to the point that you were talking to with regards to the parking arrangements. So there were 18 car parks for the commercial tenancies, 10 car parks for residents and the two visitor car parks.


Council was made aware of issues regarding the compliance of the conditions around parking and Council has issued a show cause notice. The body corporate refused and did not address that show cause notice, and following that, Council’s now issued an enforcement notice. So Council is trying to work with the body corporate to address the concerns that you have raised.


What you have highlighted here today—and I declare that I also live in a body corporate myself—is that there is gaps in the State legislation when it comes to how body corporates and community title schemes are managed. I’m more than happy to catch up with you after this meeting to have a chat to you about your particular experiences and what options might be there for Council. 


But we are using the tools and the powers that we have through planning legislation and through our local laws to ensure that the developer—sorry, to ensure that the body corporate complies with the conditions that are in their development application which has been approved on this site. Again I thank you for coming in and addressing Council.

Chair:
Thank you Mr Price. 

748/2018-19

At that juncture, Councillor Charles STRUNK moved, seconded by Councillor Kara COOK, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
Calling on Councillor OWEN to pay back more than $10,000 in wages as Councillor while she was running for the Federal seat of Moreton in the 2019 Federal election.
Chair:
Councillor STRUNK, the urgency please.
Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Mr Chairman, it is the case that councillors in Queensland can nominate and run for Federal office, right, and we on this side don’t have any issue with that. However, Mr Chairman, we believe that any Councillor running in a Federal election should take leave of absence without pay once the election is called. You can’t serve two masters.


Mr Chairman, ratepayers shouldn’t bear the cost of Councillor OWEN running for the Federal office while being paid as a Councillor. Now if we look at how former Councillor Simmonds handled running for the Federal seat of Ryan at the same election as Councillor OWEN, he resigned when the election was called.

Chair:
Councillor STRUNK, just to why we have to deal with it urgently please.

Councillor STRUNK:
Okay. The urgency of this motion, right, is to deal with how Councillor OWEN treated the ratepayers’ money of Brisbane. Mr Chairman, former Councillor Simmonds wasn’t being paid by the ratepayers for using a Council vehicle or an office paid by ratepayers. He actually had a separate campaign office. When former Councillor Dick decided to run in the seat of Oxley he was a private citizen with no trappings of office. 


Mr Chairman, my urgency motion calls on Councillor OWEN only to reimburse the wages to the ratepayers as the right thing to do. The current rules are silent when it comes to remuneration and taking leave. 


Mr Chairman, public moneys should not be used to fund directly or indirectly a Federal campaign by a sitting Councillor. Allowing this to continue is indefensible and in my view I am sure the majority of ratepayers would agree.


This is urgent because they shouldn’t—there should not be a burden of funding on the ratepayers in paying Councillor OWEN’s wages during the campaign. Again I say you can’t serve two masters.


Mr Chairman, experience in local government is a great education for higher office but being paid a salary out of public funds during the campaign can be seen as having an advantage over privately funded campaigns.


Mr Chairman, I move this urgency motion that the Council may have time to consider adopting the thrust of my motion and including it into the Council’s code of conduct for future elections. So, Mr Chair, in fairness to the ratepayers of Brisbane I do humbly ask that Councillor OWEN do the right thing by returning the wages that she was paid to the ratepayers of Brisbane during the campaign over the—for the seat of Moreton. I so move.
Chair:
Alright.
The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Kara COOK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 18 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES and Norm WYNDHAM.

ABSTENTIONS: 1 -
Councillor Angela OWEN.
Chair:
Also Councillor McLACHLAN, I’m seeking advice at the moment about whether there’s a way you could vote from your chair while you’re incapacitated, alright? So I’m just seeing how that works and there’ll be advice later in the day.


Alright. Councillors it is Question Time. 
QUESTION TIME:

Chair:
Are there any questions of the LORD MAYOR or a Chair of any Standing Committee?

Councillor MACKAY.
Question 1
Councillor MACKAY:
Thank you, Mr Chair. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. LORD MAYOR now that the Federal election is over can you please update the Chamber on how a re-elected Morrison Government will support the residents of Brisbane and what projects will be delivered from the campaign commitments.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chairman, and thank you Councillor MACKAY for the question.


Certainly the weekend’s Federal election loomed large in all of our minds and all of our hearts as well for different reasons from different sides of the fence. I’m certainly not going to get into any kind of commentary on what happened and why, but what I want to focus on is what this means now going forward for the people of Brisbane.


I guess from my point of view what I am particularly happy about is that we have a government in place that is keen to work with us to deliver infrastructure and we have seen that already on projects like the Green Camp Road upgrade, on projects like the Brisbane Metro which is a fully-funded project thanks to a joint contribution between Council and the Federal Government, but I know there are many more such projects to come over the coming years. 


I absolutely look forward to making sure that Council can do its part, together with Federal support and funding, to deliver better outcomes for the people of Brisbane. Better infrastructure.


So when I’m asked what this election means for Brisbane I say infrastructure, infrastructure and more infrastructure and that is a good thing. So we will see a whole range of projects rolling out across the city and suburbs of Brisbane; projects that will deliver real improvements to people to help them get home quicker and safer; projects that will help deal with issues that wouldn’t otherwise be possible for Council to afford if it wasn’t for support from other levels of government such as the Federal Government.


To name a few, we see money for the first time that I’m aware of being put on the table for open level crossing replacements, which is fantastic from the Federal Government. We know that traditionally those open level crossings have primarily been the responsibility of the State with some contributions from Council, but we’re now seeing the Federal Government come with real money to help invest in open level crossing replacements. That is a real positive thing.


I know for example, out in the eastern suburbs we saw a commitment from the government and Ross Vasta for $400,000 to go to the State Government for planning work on open level crossing replacements, and then a commitment of $85 million towards the Lindum open level crossing replacement.


So I’m keen to see that work progress by the State Government, the planning work progress, so that all three levels of government can partner up to deliver projects like this going forward.


We know there’s been a commitment of $25 million to progress the upgrade of the Moggill Road, Coonan Street, Keating Street roundabout and I’m keen to make sure that plan is progressed as well.


Six million dollars was committed to upgrade the intersection of Chelsea Road, Rickertt Road out at Ransome in my old ward of Chandler. A serious safety concern, but one that Council didn’t have the funding available right now to fix. A fully-funded project thanks to the Federal Government.


Twelve million dollars for the upgrade of Newnham Road and Wecker Road in Mt Gravatt East, and I know the Morrison Government has also committed $7.5 million for the following three projects: the upgrade of Barbour Road and Norris Road intersection of Bracken Ridge, upgrades to Norris Road between Telegraph Road and Bracken Ridge Road in Bracken Ridge, and upgrades to Hoyland Street between Clover Street and Bracken Ridge Road in Bracken Ridge.


This funding forms part of a $244 million investment in South East Queensland from the Morrison Government through the Urban Congestion Fund, which was announced in the last Budget.


There’s also $1 million to upgrade the intersection of Commercial Road and Doggett Street at Newstead and an upgrade of $14 million for Rochedale and Priestdale Roads at Rochedale.


So I’m really looking forward to delivering these and many more projects in partnership with other levels of government, particularly the re-elected Federal Government. By partnering up, by working closely together, by cooperating we can deliver great outcomes for the people of Brisbane. In the end putting aside whatever party you’re from that’s what’s important. Working together to make sure we get the right outcomes and I am confident that we can achieve that with the re-election of this government at the Federal level.


So it’s an exciting time and we’re going to see, as I said, infrastructure, infrastructure and more infrastructure. I’m keen to see the progression of the—
Chair:
LORD MAYOR your time has expired.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you.

Chair:
Further questions? 
Councillor CUMMING.
Question 2
Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Mr Chair. My question is directed to the Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, Councillor HAMMOND. Councillor HAMMOND at the last Council meeting the LORD MAYOR took a question on the costs of the zipline that had been directed to you. Given Council’s code of conduct binds all Councillors to transparent and accountable governance, do you agree with his decision to conceal the fact confidential negotiations were still underway with Zipline Australia, which potentially added hundreds of thousands of dollars to the $300,000 which he had falsely claimed was the total cost?

Chair:
Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I thank the Councillor for the question.


I fully support the LORD MAYOR taking that question from you last week because it was his decision and our decision on this side of the Chamber to make a decision on the zipline.


The LORD MAYOR did not mislead the Chamber in any way, shape or form. The LORD MAYOR indicated, which was correct as of last Tuesday—LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER confirmed that Council had spent $902,000 towards the costs of the development application for the proposal. He admitted that at the time.


What was later—we are in negotiations settling with Zipline. Last Thursday Councillor CUMMING—not last Tuesday but last Thursday, Brisbane City Council reached a final settlement with the proponent of the now cancelled Mt Coot-tha zipline. As part of the terms of the settlement, the figure remains confidential. However, Council can confirm that the settlement figure, which includes the $300,000 already paid, is less than the $1 million commitment that Council initially made for the project. Thank you.

Chair:
Further questions? 
Councillor TOOMEY.
Question 3
Councillor TOOMEY:
Thank you, Mr Chair. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. LORD MAYOR this Administration is committed to a clean, green agenda and a sustainable future for generations to come. Are you aware of any threats to Council’s clean and green credentials?

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you Councillor TOOMEY for the question. Yes, we pride ourselves in making sure that Council takes a leadership role when it comes to environmental issues, ensuring we have a clean, green city. It is something we are passionate about, but this past weekend has highlighted an issue that I think that this Council can show leadership on. That is the use of single-use plastic wrap at polling booths.


Now we know that on election day there were more than 200 polling booths across Brisbane and when you start to think about the amount of plastic wrap used across those polling booths, we’re talking about kilometres and kilometres of plastic wrap that was put up simply for one day and then most of which ends up in landfill after that one single use. 


If you think about how many plastic bags could be made out of that kilometres and kilometres of plastic wrap, you get an idea on the scale of the issue here. It is—yes, it is one day but it is one day of incredible waste of a single-use resource, and as far as I can tell this is a resource that is not generally recycled.


Now in our investigations to see what local recyclers would take plastic wrap we weren’t able to come up with anyone in Brisbane or indeed South East Queensland that was prepared to take or recycle plastic wrap. We did identify one down in Melbourne who may do that, but that would require shipping all of the plastic wrap down to Melbourne somehow to get it recycled.


So Councillors would well remember that about 12 months ago this Council had a debate about a similar issue which was the use of single-use plastic straws in Council events and also helium balloons, both of which were examples of single-use plastics which often end up back into the environment or in landfill and causing a problem for our environment.


So as a city that wants to be a leader when it comes to a clean, green agenda, that wants to be a leader when it comes to ensuring we reduce our waste, then I believe that the use of plastic wrap at polling booths should not happen going forward, particularly for Council elections.

So this is something that I know that my team supports. This is something that we will be moving on.
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At that juncture, the LORD MAYOR moved, seconded by Councillor Fiona HAMMOND, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
That this Council calls on all candidates, political parties and third-party groups in future Council elections within the Brisbane local government area to commit not to use plastic wrap at polling booths.
Chair:
To urgency please LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Mr Chair, obviously the Federal election has just happened. I think it’s all very fresh in our mind. I think while it is fresh in our mind just how much waste occurred with that plastic wrap and we know that the problem is only getting bigger and bigger each election—I have witnessed election after election where there’s more and more wrap and more and more plastic material produced. Some of that is recyclable, some of that can be used more than once, but certainly the plastic wrap on the fences during the day at polling booths I think is really an example of waste that we should really be showing leadership on.


Now is the opportunity to do that while it is fresh, not only in our minds but in the public’s mind. Let’s all of us regardless of political party or affiliation commit that going forward at the March 2020 Council elections that we won’t use plastic wrap on polling booths.


I don’t think that there’ll be any objection from most members of the community about that. I have a sneaking suspicion that it is not something that they particularly like to see, and I was already aware just over the weekend of various social media commentary on the wastage of plastic wrap and the unnecessary wastage that occurs, and unnecessary cost to our environment.


Now when we come to our waste strategy that the city is working towards, it’s all about reducing our use, recycling and reusing. Now all parts of that strategy are important but in this case it is difficult to recycle that plastic wrap. It probably has to be sent to Melbourne or overseas to be recycled. You’ve got to call into question the viability of that. In this case it’s an opportunity to really reduce the production of that wrap.


There are plenty of ways that you can get the message out to voters. There are plenty of ways that you can communicate to voters. In standing on the polling booths on the weekend—and I was there for many hours watching people coming and going—most people did not even look at the wrap. In my experience they did not even look. In many cases people were standing in front of it. All of the party workers were standing in front of the wrap so it couldn’t be seen. In other cases, it was obscured. Yet other cases it was on parts of the fence that people weren’t even going past.


So I do think this is a case of clear wastage. As I said, it’s important that we have the ability in a democratic society that we have to get the message out, to be able to communicate with our voters. That is really a fundamental principle of our democracy, but I think in this case the use of plastic wrap and the ever‑increasing use of kilometres and kilometres of single-use plastic wrap has gone over the top. I think we can show some leadership by putting an end to that at the next Council election.
Chair:
Alright. On the matter of urgency.
The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared carried on the voices.

750/2018-19

At that juncture, the LORD MAYOR moved, seconded by Councillor Fiona HAMMOND—

That this Council calls on all candidates, political parties and third-party groups in future Council elections within the Brisbane local government area to commit not to use plastic wrap at polling booths.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR to the substantive motion please.
LORD MAYOR:
I think I’ve pretty much covered what I need to say so I’ll leave it at that.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair, and I’d like to congratulate the Mayor and the LNP Administration for bringing forward this motion. I think it’s high time we had this conversation and I think it is a really positive step forward for the city.


If anyone’s interested we do actually in the Greens recycle that wrap and it’s really laborious because we have to wind it up after each election and unwind it manually again to put it up at the booth next time around, but it always makes me feel really uncomfortable that we do that and I think this is a really positive step forward.


I would suggest that there are also other forms of election material that’s similarly unsustainable and that maybe all parties in this Chamber can start to think seriously about other ways that we can reduce the campaign materials and particularly those soft plastics that have a significant environmental impact, whether they actually get reused or not.


In essence essentially what we have in Brisbane at the moment is an arms race where as soon as one political party starts using a particular tactic in terms of signage or plastic wraps, the other parties feel that they have to do the same in order to be taken as seriously or to have the same marketing impact.


So I think in this sense today signals a bit of a truce in that election campaign arms race and I for one welcome it. I’m really happy to be able to work constructively across party lines in order to get this happening, but I would just say to the Mayor that—through you, Mr Chair—maybe we should actually consider formalising this as a Council rule in some way.


I know that the Council already regulates election signage on private properties in the weeks leading up to an election campaign, and I’d be interested to know whether we actually have the power to enforce this as some kind of rule limiting the use of election signage. We already limit the size of yard signs and we have very—we used to at least—we have very specific rules about how often signs—how long signs can be put up, and I’d like to have a conversation about making this a formal rule, that all parties and all independent candidates are bound by, rather than just a general loose agreement.


I’d also like to hear from the Mayor whether he’s willing to commit that the LNP at all levels of government will agree to this across Brisbane. Is this just a proposal for the coming Council election or is the Mayor going to be pressuring his State and Federal colleagues to also adopt a similar practice at future elections.


I for one am very happy to work constructively to achieve this at all elections, not just at the Council booths, but as I said, I think we also need to look more closely at the other forms of election material that are similarly unsustainable.


Finally, I might just add that I was at—I’ve welcomed the previous ban on single-use plastics but I’ve been to a couple of Council events lately or events that receive a lot of funding from Council that are still using single-use plastic water bottles and are still using plastic straws. I want to draw the Administration’s attention to the fact that although that motion was passed quite a while ago, those changes still haven’t been enacted, and a lot of events that are receiving Council funding and support in one way or another are still using those single-use plastic items. Thanks.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on this urgency motion.


Thirty kilometres—if you assume there are 200 polling booths in Brisbane and each major party puts up about 50 reams—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors will be heard in silence.

Councillor MACKAY:
—that’s about 150 metres per polling booth. Approximately 30 kilometres of plastic wrap throughout the city. That’s a conservative estimate. The moderate estimate might be different.


I say that plastic wrap as single-use presents a huge problem for us in this city. Except for the Greens this is not reusable. I do note that the Green reuse it, they do not recycle it, but that’s not possible for the LNP or Labor especially from the last election. Neither of these parties will be using Bill Shorten wrap.


We can’t change the message on plastic wrap and then what happens? They become drop-sheets in the boot of the car; they become a drop-sheet for painting. One preschool teacher did approach a booth and said can I have some booth wrap for my kids to use as a drop-sheet. One preschool teacher. The rest of it, to be the best of my knowledge, went into landfill.


That leads me to the burden of this plastic wrap. This is a burden on the schools, the scout halls and the community halls where the elections take place, because inevitably this wrap ends up in their garbage. This stuff’s like jack-in-the-box. Once you unroll it, it is really hard to put back into its original form.


So what I say is that is it fair for the schools, the scout halls and the churches to wear the burden of this waste? As the LORD MAYOR said, there is no place in Brisbane that can recycle this plastic wrap so it goes to Melbourne. Okay, send it to Melbourne, but does the cost of shipping or freighting this plastic wrap all the way to Melbourne not exceed the benefit? We don’t mean just economic cost; we mean diesel particulates all over the highways; the wear and tear; the efficiencies; the productivity. It’s just not worth the effort of shipping truckloads of plastic wrap to Melbourne, so I support this motion.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CUMMING.
Councillor CUMMING:
Yes, Mr Chair. We’re prepared to support this resolution. It is a very wasteful product and I know—the campaign I was involved with—we were instructed to take it to a certain place and put it in the skip there. I’d also have to say there’s some side products that are generated when this stuff’s put up on fences, on school fences, where zip ties are used and tape and, sadly, people aren’t diligent about taking it down at times and so it’s left to the school janitors and groundsmen to take it down. I think they get a bit annoyed about it and I can understand why.


Also, they’re the type of items that if they’re cut off and thrown on the ground they could easily wash down stormwater drains and end up in the bay. So, that’s something we don’t want either.


I suspect there’s other things that could be recycled on election day and aren’t. For example, I don’t know that everyone’s as diligent as I was and take the leftover how to vote cards home and put them in my yellow bin. The other thing, of course, that I suspect—this goes to the dump a lot and I’m not sure whether it is recyclable or it could be, I’ve heard groups that do use it—is corflutes and I think that you’ll find there’s a lot of corflutes that have ended up in the general waste stream at landfills around Brisbane as well.


But, certainly, as far as this resolution goes, we’re happy to support it and we’ll be voting for it today. Thank you.

Chair:
Further debate? 
Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I rise to speak to the motion before us today and I’ll have a few words to say about the motion and then I’ll move an amendment, which hopefully will be supported.


First thing I’d like to say is it seems I’m the only person in the Chamber or the only Councillor who does not use wrap and I’ve not used wrap since I’ve been an Independent. It’s nasty, horrific stuff. I think everybody in the room knows their branch members hate putting it up. I can tell you now after starting when I was 17 doing this and setting up booths, there’s nothing branch members hate worse than having to put wrap up around schools.


So, branch members will be very happy with this and I just don’t think it’s necessary. It is often—carries divisive messages; negative messages. It’s attached and damages gates so it’s just not necessary.


But I’m troubled today by the LORD MAYOR’s motion and it seems that this is somewhat of a political stunt, because (1) it’s after the Federal election. If you want to do something for the environment, it could have saved, as Councillor MACKAY’s just pointed out to us, 30 kilometres of wrap approximately going into the bin but, no, he’s doing it after. He’s also saying that he’ll only do it for the Council elections so that’s what my amendment will relate to. 


But just let me say this: this is the Administration that has allowed carte blanche when it comes to election signage. They forced changes through here a few years ago, removing the limit of how many corflutes that you could put up around the city. It used to be 50 for a Council seat and it’s this LNP Administration that now allows as many corflutes as you want, so as much plastic as you want, done by this LNP Administration just a few years ago.


It’s this LNP Administration that also has allowed giant-sized corflutes to be put up. Previously, they had a restricted size, 600 x 900mm, and it’s this LNP Administration that has allowed giant corflutes to be put up.


So, it’s really interesting isn’t it that for some sort of short-term political publicity stunt that the LORD MAYOR is doing this. I want to help make this a real thing in our city, not just a stunt, and if this LORD MAYOR is genuine about wanting to reduce the level of waste, this motion must apply to Council, to the State Government and to the Federal Government. So, no wrap is used at future elections within the City of Brisbane.


I believe that that would have a better outcome for our city on environmental purpose and certainly, as I said earlier, all the volunteers will be happy if they don’t have to put it up at the next lot of elections.


It’s just not reasonable to say we’ll just do this for ourselves. We’re here to make rules for the City of Brisbane; not just for ourselves. The interests of the City of Brisbane are served by having a ban on this kind of one-use plastic wrap applying to all elections. That is what is best for our city, that is what is best for the environment, and it’s not okay for Council to apply a rule to itself—and we don’t know—I presume that the by-laws are going to have to be changed here to ban this, so it’s very easy to include the State and Council in this. I don’t even know if we can get that done before the Council election.


So from someone who does not use wrap, who hasn’t needed to use wrap, doesn’t think wrap should be used, I really don’t think this is something that we should be quibbling about just at a city level. It must apply to all levels of government, and that is where we will get the best environmental return for our money.


I wonder then, with this kind of political opportunism in this motion, how the parties will get around this; what else they will do instead. Is the wrap made out of paper or is it—I don’t know what it is or what else is going to happen, but because this LNP Administration relaxed the rules a few years ago, you can have as many signs as you want now anyway so it doesn’t really matter if there’s wrap or not.


So, let’s make this real. Let’s make this real.
MOTION FOR AMENDMENT TO THE SUBSTANTIVE MOTION:
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It was moved by Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON, seconded by Councillor Jonathan SRI that the substantive motion be amended by the removal and insertion of such words so that the amended motion would read as follows:
That this Council calls on all candidates, political parties and third-party groups in future elections within the Brisbane local government area to commit not to use plastic wrap at polling booths.



Chair:
Alright. To the amendment.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. Can I just say, by removing one word from this motion, it will mean it will apply to all levels of government. The amendment will read: calls on all candidates, political parties and third-party groups in future elections within the Brisbane local government area to commit to not using plastic wrap at polling booths.


It’s a simple amendment by removing one word. We can make a real difference to our environment in Brisbane. Not just at a local Council election. The smallest probably of the elections. It’s the State, the Feds, that spend the big money on elections. Millions and millions—hundreds of millions of dollars. So, what is critically important is if we are setting a new rule, it should not be allowed to advantage the big parties at State and Federal level. It should apply equally across the city.


Now, this would be the best outcome to ensure a good environmental outcome for our city. So, if the LORD MAYOR is genuine about wanting to do this, he won’t just treat it like a political stunt a couple of days after the Federal election. He will make real and lasting change that reduces the 30 kilometres of wrap, as we’ve heard from Councillor MACKAY—30 kilometres of wrap—but that’ll be another 60 kilometres of wrap that will still be going into rubbish bins, into the ocean, into the creeks, if this rule only applies to us.


So, I think it is critical LORD MAYOR that you do the right thing here. We make rules that apply to the State and Federal area with respect to our signage. We should do so with the wrap. Let’s make a real change and ensure this applies at all elections; not just our own.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much, Mr Chair. We won’t be supporting the amendment that Councillor JOHNSTON’s put forward. She’s made, in moving this amendment, a number of broad sweeping statements around changes to the local law and provisions around wrap.


So, continuous signage, or continuous bunting signage, has been able to be used on election day for a number of years. It is not something that was brought in as part of the changes that were done to the Advertisements Local Law when I was the Chair for Lifestyle and Community Services in this place. Nor the statement that she made about the number of signs that can be placed on the polling booth was a change that was brought in by this Administration, because a polling booth is not governed on the day. The actual fence of the school, inside the school grounds or the community hall or the school hall or whatever it is that’s used—the facility that’s used on election day is not something that we can actually control.


The choice here though is about leadership. The LORD MAYOR has stood up and gone, ‘We as a Council and we on this side of the Chamber and Councillor TOOMEY have decided that given the public sentiment around single-use plastics, given this Council’s statements around the use of single-use plastics over the last 12 months, given the move to reduce waste, to remove single-use plastics from what we do as a society and what we saw on the weekend, now is the time that this Council as a whole should commit to stop using plastic wrap on election day.’
Councillor interjecting.

Councillor BOURKE:
—and it’s heartening to hear that the Labor Party is following the leadership of this Administration, again, in agreeing to this motion we have before us today.


It is obviously then something that we will have to go about implementing a change for to the local law, but today, just like we did with plastic straws and plastic water bottles, we didn’t as a Council say, ‘Well, we want to ban State Government buildings in the city from doing them—using them.’ We don’t want to ban private businesses from using plastic straws or from using single‑use water bottles. We want to show leadership, and this Administration has a track record of setting the agenda and showing leadership on environmental issues over a number of years.


We were the largest purchaser of green power in Australia for years, Mr Chair. Not because we needed to be, but because it was the right thing to do and we wanted to show leadership and encourage other businesses and other organisations to invest in green power.


Again, this is about leadership. So, if the State levels of government and the Federal levels of government want to fall in behind Brisbane City Council showing leadership on this issue then that is fine, but this is about this Council committing to reducing single-use plastic following the significant gains that we’ve already made in this space. 


I commend—sorry, and I encourage people not to support this motion because it is not in keeping with previous actions of this Council, and I would encourage Councillors though to support the substantive motion because it will send a clear message to our respective parties and to the candidates at the next Council election.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. We are prepared to accept the amendment. We think that there’s no reason why it shouldn’t apply also to the State and Federal elections as well, and we are happy to support the amendment proposed by Councillor JOHNSTON.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks. Yes, I’m also quite happy to support the amended motion and I wonder if—through you, Mr Chair—maybe Councillor BOURKE didn’t quite understand what the amended motion does, because all it’s suggesting is that we are calling on all the parties and third parties to not use plastic wrap at elections of all levels of government. That’s all the motion does. It doesn’t actually require a formal ban or any kind of regulatory change. It’s simply almost exactly the same motion as the Mayor moved, but simply applies to State and Federal elections as well as Council elections.


I think that’s a really sensible way forward. It doesn’t even necessarily bind the LNP to that position. Maybe this Council calls on all parties to do this and the Queensland LNP will decided to ignore that call. I know that this Council has called on all levels of government to do all sorts of things in the past and that doesn’t necessarily mean they do it, but I think it’s fair enough for us to call on all political parties and third-party groups and candidates to not use plastic bunting at future elections for any level of government.


I just really want to urge the LNP to consider accepting that amendment because it’s just a common sense minor improvement to what’s already on the table. I’m really heartened to see that the Labor Councillors are open to supporting that motion as well. I think that’s a really positive step forward and I’m sure Councillor CUMMING and other Labor Councillors will be engaging in discussions within their party to ensure that that’s considered for the 2020 State election.


I’m very happy to commit that I’ll raise those conversations within my own party and really push the issue, because I think we should be looking to phase these out for the State and Federal elections as well.


So maybe—through you, Mr Chair—the LORD MAYOR—maybe rather than just going for the low-hanging fruit of the Council election, we should also call on all parties to stop using this plastic bunting at State and Federal election polling booths within the Brisbane area. I don’t think that’s stretching things too far. I think it’s, as Councillor MACKAY said, the bunting has an enormous negative environmental impact. That doesn’t matter whether it’s a local council or a State election. It still has a negative environmental impact. It’s still a problem. So why not just go that little bit further and actually call on all parties to stop using this for all levels of government election. Thanks.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
Councillor JOHNSTON, I invite your right of reply.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. Let me be clear about the fake news that Councillor BOURKE raised. This LNP Administration abolished the 50 sign limit in the lead-up to elections and has allowed carte blanche across the city—

Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order against you, Councillor JOHNSTON. 
Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
The claim is noted.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Polling places obviously are treated differently. You can put up as many signs as you want on polling places but let me be clear, it is this LNP Administration that removed the limit on signs. It is this LNP Administration that removed the size limit on signs. So, the visual pollution that we see at election time now compared to a few years ago is a direct result of this LNP Administration allowing carte blanche when it comes to electoral signage in this city.


I’m seriously disappointed that they’re not going to do this. It just undermines the argument that the LORD MAYOR has put forward. Absolutely, this is—there’s no other way to describe this other than it’s a political stunt. I mean, Councillor BOURKE got up and made the argument for removing Council. He said it’s about leadership; it’s about doing the right thing. Well no, apparently it’s not, Councillor BOURKE, because you’re not going to support the right thing here.


True leadership is standing up and saying, if it’s good for us, it’s good for our city. Then we should be talking to our parties about delivering a better outcome by not using this plastic wrap. If it’s clogging up our waste systems, as the LORD MAYOR said, it is really important that the people who use the most of it—and that’s the feds and the State guys—are included in this ban. Otherwise, this is a political stunt and it is just empty rhetoric from this LORD MAYOR rather than real action on reducing harmful waste in our city.


Now, I urge him—he walked over to Councillor BOURKE and instructed Councillor BOURKE, I presume, on what to do here. So, I urge him to rethink that in the next two minutes while I’m speaking, because all that is being asked here, as Councillor SRI pointed out, is that we are having a conversation and taking a leadership role as a Council to do this.


Now, I commend the LORD MAYOR for bringing it forward but it’s only going to have—and here’s the word of the day isn’t it—authenticity. It’s only going to have authenticity if it applies to all levels of government. Otherwise, what we’re saying is that plastic wrap used by Councillors is bad for the environment but plastic wrap used by State members and Federal members of parliament is good for the environment. Now, that is a ridiculous proposition.


So, I urge the LORD MAYOR to rethink this. It is the right thing to do here, to make sure it applies equally at all levels of government. I can guarantee your volunteers will thank you down the track. It’ll be good for the city, it’ll unclog everyone’s wheelie bins or wherever stuff’s getting dumped, and it’ll be good for reducing the amount of plastics going to landfill and stuck on the fences of churches and schools afterwards.


I would just say that, to take Councillor BOURKE’s line, this is absolutely about leadership and it is critically important, LORD MAYOR, that you look at accepting what is a genuine suggestion to improve your motion so that it has real and lasting impact for our city, not just a short‑term political one.

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Will Councillor JOHNSTON take a question?

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, will you take a question?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Sure.

Councillor SRI:
Through you, Mr Chair, to Councillor JOHNSTON. How do you think we could—this rule or agreement should also apply to other forms of plastic signage like corflutes? Should we be going further down the track and talking about the number of plastic corflutes? Do they count as a single-use item, or are they in some way not a single-use item?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Look, I’d be happy to have a broad discussion about what to do. I mean, I don’t treat my corflutes as single-use items. I don’t know there’d be many politicians in Australia that would, given their cost. But I’d be very happy to. I mean, different jurisdictions around the world have a lot of different rules about election signage and election days. There are similarities in some countries and not in others.


From time to time, there has been discussion about electoral reform at the Federal level about reducing the amount of people handing out how to vote cards, whether it’s done electronically, and it never seems to change because in my view the big political parties like it this way. I will include the Greens in this. They have volunteers and resources and everybody who can go out there and help.


So, I’d be happy to have a broader conversation around what we do. I run a very low-key campaign. I do put corflutes up. If they were banned across the city, then I’d just have to deal with that as an environment. But we could start, I think, in the first instance by making sure that we have real change here, authentic change that delivers the best outcome for the city, not just today’s political debate.

Chair:
Councillor BOURKE, your misrepresentation?

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks, Mr Chair. The claims of fake news by Councillor JOHNSTON are false. I was very concise in my comments, which were relating to the number of signs that are available on churches, school halls, school fences and inside school grounds not being governed by the local law that Council has.
Chair:
Alright, to the amendment that the word Council be removed after the word future.

The Chair put the motion for the amendment to the substantive motion to the Chamber resulting in it being declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Jonathan SRI immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the amendment to the substantive motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 18 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES and Norm WYNDHAM.

Chair:
Alright. Are there further speakers to the substantive motion?


Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Chair.


Well, Chair, I enter this debate as the Chair of Field Services which, of course, is the portfolio that looks after landfill. So, I’m very much in support of the motion. Can I say that having just existed, as we all have, through the Federal election, one of the things that was most mentioned was climate change. It appeared that many of the parties vied for who was going to be able to provide the best answer to climate change.


Can I say to this Chamber that each and every one of us has the responsibility in this area? It’s not going to be a simple solution to save our planet, and it behoves all of us to work in whatever way we can towards that goal.


So, can I say that some of the debate earlier has talked about leadership? True leadership is putting forward an achievable vision. It’s what Scott Morrison did on the weekend, it’s what the LORD MAYOR has done this evening, and it’s what I’m standing to support.


Now, very many of us would have remembered that just last week in this Chamber, we had three amazing young women, three students from a school, who gave us all a great lesson. They were called the P-Cubed, and they were the Plastic Pollution Preventers.


Now, I think the debate that we’ve had earlier in the Chamber is certainly something that resonates with what they said to us last week. They said that they were passionate about saving our planet, and specifically they were committed to helping save our environment from plastic pollution. They talked about inspiring others to do the same. Now, that is exactly what this motion is about. It’s about leading by example, it’s about making the difference that we can at a Council election, and it’s about inspiring others into the future.


I’m absolutely amazed by the work that my Waste Minimisation team does in this space. They are out there each and every day making sure that we are educating our residents of Brisbane on what we can do to make a difference. We’re just about in July. To have plastic-free July. There’ll be some activities that we’ll be doing there.


Can I just say through you, Chair, that it is absolutely important that we all think about the ways that we can make a difference to this planet, because at the end of the day it is that that is really going to be the reason that we all see our grandchildren, as I very much want to, enjoy the beautiful city that we all live in. So, I would just like to finish by saying that I’m very much supporting this motion, and I thank the LORD MAYOR for his vision in putting forward a very achievable motion.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chairman. I rise in support of this motion as the Parks and Environment and Sustainability Chair.


I’d first of all like to congratulate the LORD MAYOR. He’s a LORD MAYOR and he has come out with changes to improve our city. He has cancelled the zipline and listened to our residents. He’s committed to more parks across our city. He, under his leadership, has purchased 700 hectares of bushland preservation. This LORD MAYOR is committed also just as much to our environment.


I’d like to make a few points and refer to Councillor SRI’s comment about our fairs and whatever with single-use plastic bottles.


Councillor SRI, we are trying to phase this out. Like with our Green Heart Fairs—and you’re most welcome to come over next weekend to the one at Marchant Park or 7th Brigade Park at Chermside and enjoy it—we have reusable bottles, plastic bottles at the May Fair with water stations, which is a great initiative that our Green Heart team are doing for our environment.


However, this is a little bit more difficult in our localised fairs but we are working with our community groups to reduce and help them find different alternatives than those single-use water bottles. Councillor SRI, I can guarantee you just in my household they are never single-use water bottles. We refill and refill and refill those bottles when they come into our property.


I’d also like to make a comment on this is not some political stunt. This is a new LORD MAYOR who is making a decision because just recently we had an election and he saw the amount of wrap, he recognised the amount of waste. But what we’ve got to understand here, we would love the State and Federal guys to follow our lead on this. We would absolutely love them to follow our lead. But the problem is we can’t. We cannot ban—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors will be heard in silence.

Councillor HAMMOND:
—plastic. Only the State Government has the ability to do this because, as we rightfully said, where the plastic wrap is, we don’t own that land. This is State Government schools, this is private churches, this is halls.


So we call on the State Government, work with us, follow our lead. I’m absolutely delighted that those opposite actually support us. Let’s hope they fulfil this commitment in the next Council election, don’t forget about this debate today, and actually stand by what they say for once. Let us all work together, not use the plastic wraps on election days, and let’s have a discussion with the State Government, see if they can take this ban and make it formalised so we can’t use those plastic wraps in our schools, halls or other community areas.


Mr Chair, I fully support this motion and I applaud the LORD MAYOR for bringing it to the Council today.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes, this is a very interesting urgency motion. It’s interesting that the LORD MAYOR was so passionate about this urgency motion that he didn’t cross the floor and speak to the Opposition about it, and he was so concerned about it all weekend that he couldn’t actually ring the Opposition leader to speak to him about it, but his plea is that we’re all supporting it. I suspect that this is—and disappointingly I suspect that this is really more about politics than about achieving any real change today—
LORD MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order against you, Councillor GRIFFITHS.


LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Will Councillor GRIFFITHS take a question?

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
No, I won’t.

Chair:
Councillor GRIFFITHS, will you take a question?

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Sorry?

Chair:
Will you take a question?

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
No.

Chair:
No, LORD MAYOR, he won’t.


Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes, this is actually Question Time.


What the point here is is that people in this Chamber shouldn’t forget is that it was the LNP who actually voted two times—they voted against a ban on single‑use plastics in Brisbane. It was actually the LNP who voted, and that was in May 2016. So this Administration—this majority Council, all these 19 Councillors here have voted against single-use plastics, against banning them. It was in a humiliating debate that they actually had to turn around and say: ‘no, no, actually it was our idea’. It went late into the night and then they did a media release claiming the idea themselves.


So this Council hasn’t been a leader. This Administration hasn’t been a leader in terms of recycling and what it has done. I suspect, as Councillor JOHNSTON said before, because they don’t want to extend it to State and Federal elections in Brisbane that really are they looking for a change here, or are they just looking for a stunt? Unfortunately, I think this is a stunt because they just had the opportunity then of voting to extend it to their State and Federal colleagues but they didn’t want to do that. One can be cynical about that and say, I wonder why they didn’t want to do that.


Councillor JOHNSTON also made a good point that they’ve removed the number of signs that can be impacted on, in terms of our own signs. So now instead of having 50, it’s a lot more than that—sorry, I need to correct that, it wasn’t in May 2016, it was in 2018 that we had that debate.


So, Mr Chair, look we’ve tried to amend this motion to make it better for Brisbane. We’ve tried to get a better outcome for Brisbane in terms of saying yes, this should be local, State and Federal elections that the plastic bunting ban should apply to. Unfortunately, here it’s been the LORD MAYOR and his team that have voted against that. We will continue to support this motion in its less impactful way but at least it’s a step in the right direction.


But, once again, I think that this has been a big political stunt by the LNP, it’s been a big stunt in terms of the LORD MAYOR looking like he’s doing something. But when we actually try and refine it and make it better, the LORD MAYOR and his LNP team have backed right back off it and taken the partisan position. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


LORD MAYOR, right of reply, please.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you.


Look, I’m disappointed Councillor GRIFFITHS didn’t take my question because he made a really interesting statement just before. He made the claim that apparently we only care about an issue if we check with the Labor Party first. So week after week when they come in with their own urgency motions, the fact that they don’t check with me first obviously means they don’t care about the issue. That’s just silly logic that we’ve heard there

The reality is this—

Councillor interjecting.
LORD MAYOR: 
—that’s right, we do control the agenda, Councillor CASSIDY. We are controlling the agenda and we’re showing leadership here. What we’re doing is setting the example and what we’re not doing is what Labor governments and administrations love to do, which is to ban stuff. We’re not doing that. We’re showing leadership and there’s a difference because—there’s a quote I like about leadership which says: ‘the first person you lead is you’. It’s about setting an example. That is the appropriate thing to do in this case.


It’s like with the plastic straw position that this Council took. We didn’t go out and decide to ban plastic straws for small businesses out there, for community groups, for kindies, for all of those places that might use plastic straws. We didn’t decide to ban it for them. What we did is we decided to show leadership and ban it for us. That’s exactly what’s happening here.


Now, Labor has an interesting position here because they’re saying they’re all in favour of this, yet when you hear them talk, they’re so negative and political. They just can’t help themselves. Even when they support something, they don’t. The reality is this: we don’t control and we don’t seek to control what other levels of government are going to do at their next elections with plastic wrap, but we will show leadership at our next election. This team is 100% on board for not using plastic wrap and we won’t use plastic wrap at our next election.


Now, there was a clear opportunity here for other people in the Chamber to say, you know what, I’m not going to vote for this. I’ll use plastic wrap. We would have been at a significant political disadvantage, potentially, but we were prepared to go out on a limb and do this because we believe it’s the right thing. We could show up at the next election in March next year and have the place wrapped from left to right with Labor or Green wrap and there wouldn’t be a thing we could do about it because we committed that we wouldn’t do it.


So we were prepared to take that stand, that risk, because we believe it’s the right thing, now is the right time. We’ve seen the level of wastage that occurs, and we’ve seen that now is the opportunity to show leadership. I believe this is something that the community will support. The community knows that Brisbane City Council does take a leadership role when it comes to environmental issues, but they also know we’re practical. We don’t just go around banning things for ideological reasons. We implement practical things that make a difference, that people support and this is one of those things.


Now, if the State Labor Party or the State LNP or the Federal Labor Party or the Federal LNP or Greens wanted to make a similar decision, then I would commend them for that. We will certainly, after this debate, be writing to the political parties to let them know about our debate and the outcome of this resolution of Council, and we will be making sure—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors will be heard in silence.

LORD MAYOR:
—that they are aware of our position and our leadership on this issue. But ultimately that is a matter for them. We won’t be making decisions for other levels of government on this, but we will be showing leadership. That is the right thing to do and I do believe this is something that the community will support us doing.

The Chair submitted the substantive motion to the Chamber and it was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, the LORD MAYOR and DEPUTY MAYOR immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the substantive motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 25 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, Norm WYNDHAM, and the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.
Chair:
Alright. We’re going to resume Question Time. There is roughly 34 minutes to go. The question is from the Opposition.


Councillor SRI.
Question 4
Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair, my question is to the LORD MAYOR.


LORD MAYOR, our common choice in planning for new active and public transport infrastructure is whether we acquire private land so that we can widen the corridor and deliver new bus lanes and bikes lanes et cetera, or whether we convert existing road space that might otherwise be allocated towards cars towards other uses, such as bus lanes.


Do you accept the general proposition that, depending on the local context and the support of local stakeholders, it is often going to be cheaper and more efficient to convert parking lanes or existing car lanes into bus lanes and bike lanes as opposed to simply spending a lot more money and widening the entire road corridor?

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chairman, and through you, thank you, Councillor SRI for the question.


Look, there is no doubt that the repurposing of existing road space can be a cheap boost to either cycling or public transport. There is no doubt about that. I think that’s just common sense. But the cheapest solution is not always the right solution. The cheapest solution is not always the solution that the community supports as well. We’ve seen countless examples of that.


Because in this place we’re not some kind of benevolent dictatorship that can just decide that this road is going to get repurposed whether you like it or not. We are here to serve the people of Brisbane, we are here to listen to the people of Brisbane. When it comes to decisions like this, people do want to have a say, communities do want to have a say.


Now I was at there at the Woolloongabba Bikeway, which is now 90% complete. We saw the example right in front of us where existing road space has been repurposed for active transport. It is getting great use already and I know that will continue to grow. But there was a clear process to go through to get to that point. There was consultation to be done, there were design plans to be released to the community, and there was also, no doubt, some controversy about changes to car parking and lane arrangements and road space. So these are discussions that have to be made.


So it’s easy to take a helicopter view and say: ‘yes, it’s cheap to take away existing road space and repurpose it’, and that is correct, but in this democratic environment that we operate in, that is not always the solution that the community wants. We have a responsibility to listen to them, to make informed decisions, to take them through the process, to justify the projects that we’re going to progress with. This is something that is an ongoing process for the city.


I remember very clearly when we first proposed the Wynnum Road corridor upgrade. There was a debate about whether those extra lanes should be bus lanes or transit lanes, or just general purpose traffic lanes. There were, at the time, some opinions expressed in this Chamber. So the former Lord Mayor agreed to go out to a survey of residents in the eastern suburbs to see what they thought about that proposal. So there were various options put forward and the community came back in favour of general traffic lanes. Now—
Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
I’m concerned the LORD MAYOR is misleading the Chamber in that the community was never asked whether they wanted the road widening in the first place.

Chair:
No, no. No, no. That’s not what point of orders are for. No, that’s not what point of orders are for.


LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
It has been my experience, Mr Chair, that whenever someone doesn’t like the outcome of a survey, they always question the legitimacy of the survey. There weren’t enough people who were surveyed, or the questions were wrong or misleading. Look, this is the ongoing issue that we deal with when we consult people. Every time I’ve seen it. If people don’t like the outcome of a survey, their fall-back position is to question that survey and, look, that is their right to do.


But I have no doubt that the outcome of that survey was indeed reflective of the views of the community, and that’s why the former Lord Mayor made the decision to proceed with the Wynnum Road corridor upgrade as general traffic lanes because the outcome of that, and the traffic modelling showed that there would be a benefit not only for general traffic but also for public transport as well; improving the flow of buses through that precinct, and also for active travel as well with the creation of a separated bikeway and a separate pathway as well.


So there were public and active transport benefits to that project, which was a road widening. Now, I know Councillor SRI doesn’t agree with it, but I believe that the community does overall support that project. There are also other reasons to do these kind of projects as well. In this case, this was a really dangerous stretch of road. There was a very sharp bend on Lytton Road, many accidents happening at the intersections along that corridor.


So even if was for safety reasons, there were clear justifications for that upgrade. So we decided to maximise the investment not only to get those safety benefits but also to provide benefits for public transport users and also for active travel as well by providing new and upgraded infrastructure.


So Councillor SRI asks an interesting question. It is a high‑level question and, as I said, the higher you go, the easier it is to answer that question. But when you start drilling down to real‑life examples, when you start talking to the community and listening to residents, suddenly the easy answer becomes less clear. In this community I know that the more you talk to people—
Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.

LORD MAYOR:
—the more different views you will get.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor WYNDHAM.
Question 5
Councillor WYNDHAM:
Thank you, Mr Chairman. Mr Chairman, my question is to the Chair of Public and Active Transport and Economic Development Committee.


Councillor ADAMS, DEPUTY MAYOR, the Lord Mayor’s Business Awards nomination opened last week giving Brisbane’s entrepreneurs and small businesses the opportunity to have their success and hard work recognised citywide. Can you outline how these awards are building a better Brisbane and how businesses can get involved?

Chair:
DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair.


Thank you, Councillor WYNDHAM. It is very exciting that we’ve opened the rounds again for the Lord Mayor’s Business Awards for 2019. It is very clear that business confidence has boomed under this LNP Administration, and we are working hard to make sure that we are supporting our local businesses, giving them a hand up not a handout, and making sure that that greater Brisbane economy of $135 billion does grow to, as expected, $217 billion by 2031.


There are so many factors which make up these numbers. We’ve seen hundreds of start-ups begin their work here and go nationwide. We’ve been helping in facilitating those microbusinesses grow into small, medium-size businesses, particularly with The Capital. This is a testament to our drive to make the Brisbane of tomorrow better than the Brisbane of today.


So we’ve been doing this in a number of ways, and one of those is the Lord Mayor’s Business Awards that we said have just opened. Last week we had the Lord Mayor’s Small Business and Social Enterprise Forum which was absolutely outstanding. We have several events of these each year and the attendance continues to skyrocket. Last week there was standing room only for the social enterprisers that came along to find out how Council could support them.


Of course, we continue with our Business Hotline access 24/7. What we heard last week from our leaders in social enterprise scene that being able to access this advice during the late night and early morning is extremely helpful for people that are out there day in and day out working hard at their businesses and really don’t get time to sit down and think about the next step until the after‑hours.


Last financial year we saw over 1,000 calls made to the Business Hotline outside of business hours, everything from permits to business opportunities, procurement and commercial activities from the great staff at the hotline. Of course, the extension of this is the way that we can showcase their talents each year. For 14 years now the Lord Mayor’s Business Awards have allowed companies, whether they were small, medium or large, to have their work showcased to the industry and to the greater Brisbane as well. Stronger businesses means there are more jobs, and with more jobs there is a stronger economy.


I’m pleased to announce to the Chamber that this year, in the 14-year history of the awards, we’ve got two new categories that have been announced, and that is the category for Outstanding Social Enterprise and for Outstanding Microenterprise. I think that reflects where we have been putting our support over the last couple of years.


We know that 88% of businesses in Brisbane employ less than five people. That’s why microbusinesses are so important for our local economy. They keep the cash flow local, they ensure that Brisbane residents and visitors have access to both traditional and innovative services. Our social enterprise, in particular, has grown exponentially over the last couple of years.


These awards will recognise businesses that make a significant social impact regardless of their size when it comes to social enterprise, in tackling social problems and improving our communities and environment. It is also a testament to those who’ve worked hard in the industry and their prominence that it’s grown so much over the years that it’s now featured as an award category.


We’re in our second year of supporting Tom Allen in providing training for those in social enterprise to make sure that they can take their great ideas and their wonderful passion for what they’re trying to do with the community out into the business world and make it sustainable. So this makes a total of 11 awards this year when we add these two in. They are currently open for the night and they will close on 19 July. We encourage all businesses and business people to consider nominating.


All Councillors in the Chamber, please—right across the Wards, please speak to your local businesses and get them involved in these nine categories plus the two new ones that we have as well. The more successful and innovative businesses we have in Brisbane to call home, I think, the more we’ll see that personal success and the ability to raise the profile of Brisbane, build our economy, and enrich our social fabric. So please encourage everybody to nominate as well.


Things to remember too is our past winners have gone on to achieve great levels of professional and personal success. I see last year’s winner Caroline from FRANKiE4 is actually on the Commonwealth Bank ad across the nation. They’ve come on board to support her through her business. You’ve got to love a female that comes up with comfortable high-heeled shoes. What else could you possibly ask for as well?


We also heard the other day from Yasmin from the World’s Greatest Garage Sale. Again, an idea that started in a social enterprise here in Brisbane and has grown to where they have—
Chair:
Unfortunately, DEPUTY MAYOR, your time has expired.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
—councils all across the country trying to be involved.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor CUMMING.
Question 5
Councillor CUMMING:
Chair—
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Councillor CUMMING:
Chair, my question is to the Finance and Administration Committee Chair—
Councillor JOHNSTON
Point of order.

Councillor CUMMING:
—Councillor ALLAN.

Chair:
Point of order against you, Councillor CUMMING.


Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, normally my question follows Councillor SRI’s, so it must be my turn.

Chair:
I don’t think that’s correct.


Thanks, Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
No. We get five to your one so I don’t think—anyhow, that’s alright.


So the question is to the Finance and Administration Committee Chair, Councillor ALLAN.


Councillor ALLAN, your Administration has announced it will devote the dividends from the CBIC (City of Brisbane Investment Corporation) to establishing parks. What has the LNP Administration been spending the annual multimillion dollar dividend on up until now?

Chair:
Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I thank Councillor CUMMING for the question.


Certainly the dividends from CBIC have been expended across Council’s operations. In terms of the exact allocation of those funds, I don’t readily have that information available. But fair to say we’ve made a commitment now—the LORD MAYOR made a commitment recently that any dividends from CBIC would be directed to acquiring and creating new park and recreation space.


I think this is an admirable objective. It’s something that the community wants. This was evident as a result of the Plan your Brisbane and Brisbane’s Future Blueprint work. So this is something that’s totally aligned to the wishes of the community. The determination that these funds would be directly allocated to these purposes provide us with a useful benchmark to be able to answer this type of question in the future. Thank you.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor RICHARDS.
Question 6
Councillor RICHARDS:
My question is to the Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, Councillor HAMMOND.


Councillor HAMMOND, Council is currently working on the Shorncliffe Escarpment management plan which will be shaped around rejuvenation and protection of the iconic Shorncliffe foreshore. Can you outline for the Chamber how Council intends to keep Shorncliffe clean and green and protect Brisbane’s lifestyle?

Chair:
Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Councillor RICHARDS, for the question.


Brisbane is the most biodiverse city in the country, which is why we need to protect all our natural spaces across our beautiful city. We are developing the new Shorncliffe Escarpment management plan to nurture and protect this significant natural landscape feature. The Shorncliffe Escarpment is a unique natural landscape feature within the Sandgate Foreshores Park contributing to a clean, green and sustainable Brisbane.


Council is seeking community feedback to help inform the Shorncliffe Escarpment management plan and ensure it aligns with the community’s desires and values. We want to protect and create green space. Keeping Brisbane clean and green will make our city more liveable and sustainable for future generations.


The Shorncliffe Escarpment is a significant natural landscape feature of Brisbane’s northern foreshore. The proposed management plan will provide the future vision for the escarpment and related actions for how Council plans to manage the escarpment in the short, medium and long-term future. This will also include the ecological and recreational values and maintain and enhance.


The Shorncliffe Escarpment management plan will be shaped around five key themes: site significance, erosion, scenic views, access and revegetation and weed management. Shorncliffe Escarpment is known for its cultural, natural and environmental significance. The escarpment’s height and length edged to the bay, and the natural vegetation make it a unique feature along the Brisbane foreshore.


Although the escarpment offers several established formal paths between the top and bottom, a number of informal paths have been well worn over decades. The management plan will investigate visitor use and movement through the site, and will look to redirect access from unsustainable bank areas. Protecting and rejuvenating the vegetation is a vital part of improving bank sustainability and overall amenity, including addressing the spread of invasive weeds.


Mr Chair, we sent information out yesterday to the residents of Shorncliffe for their knowledge and we’re seeking their input. This side of the Chamber want to encourage all residents in the local area to put their views across for this important project that we’re putting forward. This project will help us to continue to be clean, green and sustainable. Thank you.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor JOHNSTON.
Question 7
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thanks. Yes, my question is to the LORD MAYOR.


LORD MAYOR, Council recently and proactively prepared an MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) with the State Government at a major Brisbane hospital regarding road safety improvements to address important safety upgrade concerns. Will you ensure your Administration undertakes the same process to progress widening of the low rail bridge at Corinda to ensure that this important safety and congestion-busting process progresses?

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON, for the question.


I know that the issue of the rail bridge and the rectification of the issues associated with it are very important to her and also very important to Mark Bailey as well. So I can understand why she’s raising this issue.


Look, we have put forward a draft MOU in relation to the other issue that she mentioned. Look, we do appreciate the opportunity when we’re doing joint projects together to get an MOU in place, or some form of formal agreement to explain how the process will work going forward. So it is something we would do on many projects where the State Government is involved and I think it is the right and responsible thing to do.


However, in this case I will need to come back to you with some more information once I’ve had a further look at it to confirm what our approach will be going forward. I do know that we often have trouble getting agreements out of the State Government when it comes to these types of matters. So certainly we’re keen to do our part in progressing important projects, but this is one that I’ll have to take on notice and answer more fully at a later stage.

Chair:
Further questions?

Councillor RICHARDS.

ADJOURNMENT:

	752/2018-19

At that time, 3.59pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had vacated the Chamber and the doors locked.
Council stood adjourned at 4.03pm.


UPON RESUMPTION:
Chair:
We’re going to recommence Question Time. There is 14 minutes on the clock. 
Councillor McLACHLAN.
Question 8

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I have a question for the Chair of the Finance and Administration Committee, Councillor ALLAN.


Councillor ALLAN, Council’s Professionals Inclusion Program provides Council placements for refugees who hold overseas qualifications. Can you outline for the Chamber how this program is helping our local economy and building for a better Brisbane?

Chair:
Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I thank Councillor McLACHLAN for the question.


Councillor McLACHLAN, if you’d have been a bit more mobile last week you would have been able to attend the presentation where the Professionals Inclusion Program was covered.


As you have mentioned the Professionals Inclusion Program provides a three‑month placement program for refugees with overseas qualifications. For refugees, assimilating into the Australian work environment can be a challenge. The program not only provides three months of paid employment within Council but also one-on-one career development and support to nurture their development.


Council has recognised that transitioning into Australia especially as a refugee can have its difficulties and there are several sensitivities that are required to be taken into consideration. This program is especially designed to provide unique tailored support where required to give the participants experience within the workplace but also the tools to be able to gain employment outside of Council.


This program is an outcome of Council’s inclusion blueprint which is an internal plan to ensure our workplace can benefit from diversity and inclusion. The overarching principles of the inclusion blueprint are to reduce disadvantage and increase social, civil, and economic participation.


One of the priorities of the inclusion blueprint was to increase workplace participation and opportunities for people with culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds including refugees.


As part of the Professionals Inclusion Program, Council’s seven refugees with various skillsets and backgrounds are undertaking a three-month placement within Council. Our seven participants are from Syria, Eritrea and the Democratic Republic of Congo with qualifications in medical engineering, social work, business management, economics and commerce. It goes on—medicine, urban planning and information technology, so very well qualified people. Their placements are in the Transport for Brisbane, Organisational Services, City Planning and Sustainability, Brisbane Infrastructure and Lifestyle and Community Services areas.


What we know is that we can learn from what diversity and inclusion brings us as well as open ourselves to a number of new talents and skills. Already from the seven participants a number have been short listed for internal jobs within Council. A number of others have had the opportunity to seek employment outside and are obviously developing the skills to present themselves to external employers. Many of the participants have said that this is their first opportunity to obtain employment in Australia and this is seen as an important step in their transition into Australia.


As we all know employment is a key cornerstone in people’s lives. The Professionals Inclusion Program is not the only employment program within Council that focuses on diversity and inclusion. As part of our Tertiary Work Experience Employment Program we have a target of 100 international students. The Tertiary Work Experience Program provides work experience for high‑performing Brisbane-based tertiary students. Placement is for up to 30 days for international students’ placements, and will depend on their visa requirements. In the past, we’ve had students from all over the world including Ghana, Mauritius, Saudi Arabia, Norway and Sri Lanka.


Through this program Council supports the students to upskill them to be able to find placement following their studies. The Council also has the Disability Action at Work Program which provides paid work experience and career development over 16 weeks for three days a week for people with a disability. The Disability at Work Program gives participants confidence in managing their careers despite their disabilities.


It also provides team leaders and managers with the resources and skills to be able to build an environment that welcomes diversity and inclusion. Rather than turning someone away, managers and team leaders are encouraged to find a solution to enable a person with a disability to undertake their tasks. Council has made adjustments to the workplace such as accessing Dyslexie font for dyslexia as well as making physical adjustments to accommodate employees in wheelchairs.


In order to make these programs successful Council spends the time finding work-ready individuals, placing them in roles that meet both the needs of the individual and the needs of the business. Working in a collaborative manner like this can be highly rewarding not only for the employees in question but also for their co-workers. It builds collaboration and empathy in the workplace which are key characteristics of successful organisations.


Thank you.

Chair:
Further questions?

Councillor CUMMING.
Question 9

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Mr Chair, my question to the Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, Councillor HAMMOND.


Councillor HAMMOND, 12 months on what action has the BCC LNP Administration taken to ban plastic bottles, straws and helium balloons at Council functions? Has any action been taken to apply the ban to events which are partly or fully funded by Brisbane City Council grants? Will this Administration go further and extend the plastics ban to prohibiting the use of all single-use plastic items?

Chair:
Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Councillor CUMMING, for the question. I will start by saying this Council under the leadership of LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER is absolutely dedicated to a clean, green and sustainable Brisbane. Last year, 12 months ago, yes we brought into this Chamber about helium balloons, plastic straws and single-use plastic bottles, and I touched on that just previously when we did the motion.


As part of the agreement for any funded Council event, part of their agreement is that they’re not to have helium balloons or plastic straws at the event. We also, as I touched on before, do not encourage single-use plastic water bottles. As I said before, we are working with our community groups to seek alternatives for this. Just like the Green Heart Fair, again come on down to 7th Brigade Park, Chermside. I welcome you to attend. You will see there that we hand out plastic bottles and we have water stations at these events. We stand strong, this side of the Chamber, to encourage people and community groups not just at our Council funded events but we’re showing leadership across the city that we are making a stance on this and trying to make a more clean, green, sustainable city.


I will note that Minister Dick did not follow that at last weekend’s Federal—sorry, Milton Dick. Sorry, wrong Minister. Mr Dick did not follow that at the Federal election on the weekend. He had heaps of helium balloons, hundreds of helium balloons. I would like Milton Dick not to use helium balloons or any election to use helium balloons at election days. That goes on from the single‑use plastic wrap that we will not be using at this side of the Chamber in Council elections.


We stand strong and work with our community. My May Fair and hopefully when you have fairs, Councillor CUMMING, that you are talking to your community groups—
Councillor CUMMING:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order. Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
There were two questions. Has any action been taken to apply the ban to events which are partly or fully funded by BCC grants, and will the Administration go further and extend the plastics ban to prohibiting the use of all single-use plastic items? I would like the Chair to answer those two questions.

Chair:
I think, Councillor CUMMING, one of the issues is that the first part of the question probably should be directed to the Chairman for Lifestyle, but Councillor HAMMOND, please continue.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chairman. As I said before it is part of the agreement that we have at Council events, I’ve seen the agreement, I’ve worked through with my community groups with the agreement to not use plastic straws, helium balloons, and to phase out single-use water bottles. I will continue working with all the festivals in my community groups to stop the use of plastic bags. Thank you.

Chair:
Further questions?

Councillor MARX.
Question 10

Councillor MARX:
Thank you, Mr Chair. My question is to the Chair of Field Services Committee, Councillor HOWARD.


Councillor HOWARD, International Composting Awareness Week wrapped up for another year last week. Can you please outline the importance of this valuable resource and how this supports Council’s clean and green agenda?

Chair:
Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Chair. Well I’d like to thank Councillor MARX for her question and also for her interest in the program.


This Administration is proud to lead Australia’s most sustainable city through our continued commitment to creating a clean and green Brisbane. A vital part of that commitment is ensuring that we are doing everything possible to reduce food waste to landfill. Nationally, Australians dispose of $8 billion worth of edible food each year.


In 2017-18 financial year Brisbane residents disposed of 78,000 tonnes of food. That’s an average of 60 kilograms per person. Not to mention the fact that food waste represents the highest volume of material in the average Brisbane rubbish bin at 24%.


However, we are fortunate to be Councillors in this Chamber honoured with the task of representing the residents of Brisbane whose passion and enthusiasm is second-to-none when it comes to working hard to reducing food waste. I’m sure it comes as no surprise that together we have achieved a lot in just one year. We have reduced our food waste to landfill by seven per cent but there’s always more work to be done. That’s why Council in October 2016 began our Community Composting Hubs program.


We are always on the search for more ways in which we can bolster our efforts to reduce waste to landfill and I’m particularly excited to have this opportunity to talk about Council’s work in this space today as Brisbane very recently joined the rest of the world in celebrating International Composting Awareness Week from 5 to 11 May.


As part of these celebrations residents got involved in a special series of compost workshops at our tip shops in Geebung and Archerfield, to learn all the latest and greatest tips and tricks to get composting. And they were the first to receive Council’s composting discount vouchers that we launched last week as part of International Composting Awareness Week.


As part of this initiative residents who get involved in the compost or worm farm workshops receive a voucher to buy a compost bin or a worm farm at a discounted price from Council’s tip shop. This great new initiative is all about making it easier and more affordable for residents to compost organic food scraps at home.

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor HOWARD:
What’s even more exciting is that each compost bin or worm farm sold at the Council’s tip shop will not only help create a clean and green Brisbane, but will also support the incredible Endeavour Foundation to support people with a disability. The Endeavour Foundation will receive a $5.50 donation for each compost bin sold, and a $6 donation for each worm farm sold using a voucher.


That’s a win for your hip pocket and a big win for the amazing Endeavour Foundation and all the people that benefit from the wonderful work that they do.


Of course, this initiative accompanies Council’s Community Composting Hub Program which continues to grow in leaps and bounds since its launch in 2016. Since then we have opened 22 community composting hubs across the city including one which opened last month at Karawatha Forest Discovery Centre and last Sunday, we were very excited to launch yet another community composting hub at Downfall Creek Bushland Centre. More than 100 people attended so we’re very grateful to Councillor HAMMOND and Councillor WYNDHAM for arranging extra caddies for the people to be collected from their Ward offices.


I encourage local Councillors and residents to get involved with this great program that helps to decrease organic waste to landfill, convert food scraps into a valuable resource for soil, educate residents about reducing waste. It’s not only a great initiative to reduce food waste but also a great opportunity for our community to connect and it really is a fantastic example of what we can achieve and with a bit of good old-fashioned community spirit.


The new composting hub opening at Downfall Creek Bushland Centre is testament to the growing number of Brisbane residents wanting to get involved with more than 4,000 registered participants and volunteers so far. Over 245,000 litres of organic food waste has been diverted from landfill since Council’s program started. To put that in perspective, Mr Chair, that’s more than 1,000 wheelie bins full of food saved from landfill.


Residents can also register through Council’s website to collect their very own free kitchen caddy from their local Ward office and to collect their fruit and vegetable scraps to take to the local hub. Our fantastic volunteers in the community gardens will then take those scraps and convert them into valuable compost for our local community gardens.


Council is continually looking at adding new hubs to the list to allow more and more residents to be able to easily access a composting hub. In order for that to work well it needs to have a dedicated group of volunteers who are willing to maintain and use the compost.

Chair:
Councillor HOWARD, your time has expired.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you.

Chair:
So has time for Question Time as well. 
LORD MAYOR, can I invite you to move the Establishment and Coordination Committee report please?

CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER), Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 13 May 2019, be adopted. 

Chair:
Is there any debate? 
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Yes, on a number of different items. First of all, I just wanted to update all Councillors on the lighting up of our city’s iconic assets this week and the reasons behind the different colours being displayed on those assets.


I can say that today, and also on Thursday City Hall, Reddacliff Place, Victoria Bridge and the Story Bridge will be lit up in red for National Volunteer Week. Obviously a critical importance across the community and an acknowledgement of our fantastic volunteers right across the city in so many organisations.


Tomorrow, both the Story Bridge and Victoria Bridge will be lit up in orange to support Wear Orange Wednesday, which is an acknowledgement to our State Emergency Service volunteers, and recognising the great contribution they make to our city and our State, and particularly in a State that is prone to natural disasters and all types of interesting things happening.


On Friday, the Story Bridge and Victoria Bridge will be lit up in red to support the Red Shield Appeal which is the Salvation Army’s primary and largest annual fundraising event and goes to support thousands and thousands of families in need.


Finally, on Saturday, the Story Bridge, Victoria Bridge and City Hall will be lit up in yellow in celebration of the Brisbane Art Design Festival, BAD, which Councillor MATIC is absolutely passionate about as are all of us.


We had a great Paniyiri yesterday in Musgrave Park. I understand that the election didn’t dampen their Saturday. They were a bit concerned that numbers would be down because of the election. It appears that everyone voted early so they could go to Paniyiri because they had one of their biggest days ever at Paniyiri and it’s great to see the local community coming together to support what is one of Queensland’s, I think Queensland’s oldest multicultural festival and certainly an incredibly successful community event.


Many people aren’t aware but the funds raised through the different stalls are all going back into local Greek community organisations. They’re all operated or many of the stalls are operated by Greek community associations and they use this as their big annual fundraising event. The money made from selling food and other things across the two days goes back into the community.


It’s just a fantastic event and one that Council is proud to support. It’s now been going for more than 40 years and is truly one of the great festivals of Brisbane and long may it reign.


We have the items in front of us, three items. The first one, which I think most people would agree the name itself is particularly dry and the contents are also particularly dry and that is the Competition and Consumer Act policy. We’re updating two policies which ensure that Council is compliant with the Competition and Consumer Act when undertaking procurement activities. Obviously this is a very important thing. It may be dry but something that we need to get on and deliver. It’s all about making sure that we update our delegations and policies when we procure services to comply with all relevant legislation and standards.


Item B is the QUU (Queensland Urban Utilities) participation agreement. As Councillors are aware, QUU operates the water and sewerage services for Brisbane City Council as well as Ipswich, Lockyer Valley, Scenic Rim and Somerset Councils. QUU provides these services to areas by way of a participation agreement. QUU have approached the participating Councils to request changes to the participation agreement.


These changes include implementing changes agreed by participating Councils to reflect the updates from the corporate plan which went through Council in July last year, reflecting QUU’s operations and removing outdated or redundant items, updating to align and reflect with the amendments to legislation and finally, clarification and simplification of a number of clauses.


All Councils are required to agree to the participation agreement by resolution to Council before it can be implemented. What’s coming through today, similar things are going through the other Councils that are involved in QUU.


Finally, at item C, the Banyo—Northgate neighbourhood plan. This is the second time the Banyo—Northgate neighbourhood plan has come to the Chamber and this follows the public consultation period from 2 November to 17 December last year where Council received 85 submissions. The draft neighbourhood plan provides up-to-date guidance for six suburbs including Banyo, Northgate and parts of Nudgee, Nundah, Virginia and Hendra, including parts of Brisbane’s northern industrial area.


The draft neighbourhood plan supports jobs and business opportunities in Brisbane’s economy by retaining and protecting well located land that is currently zoned for industrial uses to meet the strong demand for industrial land across the city in accordance with the Administration’s business—Brisbane Industrial Strategy.


The Banyo—Northgate Station precinct supports the redevelopment of old industry and warehousing into new opportunities for business and advanced manufacturing industries that require a skilled workforce. These precincts are highly connected to the public transport system and accessible to nearby well‑established residential areas. This makes them attractive areas to not only work but also to live and play in that one neighbourhood. I commend that particular item to the Chamber.


I did briefly want to touch on the question that was raised by Councillor JOHNSTON about the Oxley Road rail underpass. From my reading of the situation it appears that the State Member Mark Bailey has initiated this issue. He wants something to be done to widen the rail bridge. The rail bridge is obviously a constraint in the road network. In the approaches to the rail bridge the road is the equivalent of two lanes in each direction wide. The rail bridge narrows down to two lanes or one lane in each direction. Mr Bailey would like to see that bridge expanded.


Obviously it is a Queensland Rail bridge with sections of Council road leading into it. Any work done to the bridge would have to be funded by the State Government. Mark Bailey wrote to the former Lord Mayor in June last year saying in the lead up to our own budget at the time, that the LORD MAYOR should allocate some money towards this project which would be a joint project.


Since that time, we haven’t been able to discover any State funding that’s available for the project. We’ve asked various offices, we’ve written various letters to try and determine what State funding if any is available for this project, and we haven’t received an answer. It’s very easy for a State Member to write to us on a local issue saying we need to do something about this issue but, this is a State Rail bridge that’s involved, and Mark Bailey not only as the local member but as the Minister for Transport and Main Roads needs to come to the party and explain how much money is on the table from the State Government level.


We have indeed asked him to send us a MOU or a draft MOU and we have not had anything forthcoming. If this is indeed a priority for Mark Bailey then I would expect that he would do those two things which include confirming that there’s State funding available and also sending us a draft copy of an MOU. These things haven’t occurred but I haven’t lost hope. I’m sure they will arrive any day now, we will get confirmation of a significant investment of State funds into this project and we will get our draft agreement. We will continue to await that outcome and we’re certainly happy to work with the State Government to achieve a positive outcome here.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Chair. In relation to item A, this is I guess a legal necessity and important that this act be complied with by the Brisbane City Council so we’re happy to accept what’s being proposed.


In relation to item B, I’ve just got a few questions there about how the participation percentages are calculated and just ask the Chair if they can supply that information. Do the participation percentages also mean that’s the percentage of profits that each of the Councils receives? There doesn’t seem to be a lot of detail in the E&C report on that and what changes have been made in the participation percentages for the Brisbane City Council under the old agreement compared to the new agreement and how that was worked out.


Also there’s reference to board members and I know in relation to some of these boards the information is publicly available. I would ask the Chair what changes have been made in Board remuneration in terms of the rate being received by Board Members. I’d appreciate receiving that information as well.


In relation to item C, the neighbourhood plan. Councillor CASSIDY as our spokesperson will be speaking on that issue.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on items A, B and C, however I’ll kick off with item C, the Banyo—Northgate neighbourhood plan. I’m delighted to see the draft plan reach this point in its journey. It’s been a very thorough process to date.


As I’ve said in this place before, this plan will be transformational for a number of key locations in the Northgate Ward with benefits flowing to the whole community. The plan area is quite unique in that it has a train line that runs north to south through the Ward with four train stations in the plan area and two just outside. This provides a unique transport spine that provides ready public transport access to key locations captured by the plan. Importantly, two of these train stations, Northgate and Bindha, are adjacent to large landholdings that are significantly under-utilised presenting a truly unique opportunity to open up dynamic employment hubs with mixed use and exclusive right to public transport.


The range of benefits will accrue from this plan include it’ll optimise significantly under-utilised land, it will leverage the train line that runs through Northgate Ward, it’ll improve access to the Bindha Station which is currently somewhat landlocked, it will provide additional green and community space, it’ll improve local amenity and it will enhance character protection. I’d like to provide additional detail on each of these items.


In terms of optimising significantly under-utilised land, as I mentioned there are two large sites adjacent to Northgate station and Bindha Station that are currently under-utilised. Both of these sites present with latent potential to significantly improve employment outcomes and amenity at these locations with the possibility for residential uses as well.


The zoning changes will support the development of low impact industry, business and commercial activities with scope for residential elements. The types of businesses that might emerge in these locations are wide and could include advanced manufacturing, creative industries, research and technology business, low impact industry, general commercial activities, retail and the list goes on.


In terms of Northgate Station, the Banyo—Northgate neighbourhood plan will provide the catalyst to turn the industrial areas around Northgate Station into a thriving employment hub supporting a range of industry types such as low impact industry, commercial, technical, creative industries.


With respect to the site near Bindha Station, this truly is a unique site. It’s a very large site in excess of 13 hectares and at the moment it has an extremely low employment density with the bulk of the site being used for warehousing. Given its close proximity to Bindha Station this is a unique opportunity to build a first class employment precinct with complementary retail, hospitality offerings and supported residential components and importantly, additional greenspace. The site which currently employs perhaps a couple of hundred people has the potential to employ several thousand people.


Both of these key sites present ideally as employment hubs given their proximity to the airport, the motorway, trade coast and complementary business partners in industrial precincts in Northgate, Hamilton and Deagon Wards.


With respect to leveraging the train line that runs through the study area, as mentioned earlier the plan area benefits from the existence of a train line that runs north-south through the study area. This not only provides great public transport to these key locations. It provides handy local connectivity to the following locations namely the shopping centre at Toombul which offers a wide range of retail and dining options, Nundah Village which offers great dining and boutique retail, Northgate which offers a range of craft breweries and much more in the future, Bindha which in due course will have a wide range of retail and dining offerings, Banyo Village which currently offers retail and dining options and Nudgee which is primarily residential.


In terms of improved access to Bindha Station, as I mentioned this station is largely landlocked. It’s very difficult to get to. There’s only one access point and that’s through a cul-de-sac in an industrial area. By opening up this particular site it will improve not only vehicle access through the site area but it will provide access for the community from Virginia and Banyo where they’ll be able to actually walk through and access the train station from the western side of the train line. At present, that’s virtually impossible. A community that up until now has had virtually no access to that train station in due course will have access to a train station and obviously the travel time to Brisbane is probably something in the order of 17 minutes.


That’s going to be a terrific outcome for that part of the community.


As I mentioned there’ll be additional opportunity to provide green and community space particularly in this Bindha site given it’s currently about 13 hectares. This would be expected to be complemented not only by retail and hospitality offerings but also other facilities. The potential here is to build a truly vibrant commercial and residential outcome for the community and this site in particular I find particularly exciting.


As I mentioned a number of these developments will improve local amenity and the areas that I believe it’s particularly going to benefit will be the areas around Northgate, Virginia and Banyo. In particular, Northgate and Virginia don’t really enjoy a terrific amount of amenity. Residents who live in that area actually have to walk to shops and hospitality offerings—sorry, they have to drive to these sort of offerings rather than walk. These developments will potentially open up terrific amenity within walking distance.


In summary, this plan will create more jobs through better utilisation of key sites in a range of industries and businesses, it’ll increase residential offerings in key locations and further protect character houses. It will improve access to public transport particularly rail. It’ll enhance resident and employee lifestyle through improved retail offerings and additional greenspace and it will enhance live, work and play opportunities.


I look forward to this plan reaching its conclusion ideally in the near future and landowners taking the opportunity to transform some of these key sites for the benefit of the wider community. I commend the plan to the Chamber.


Moving on to item B which is the QUU participation agreement and I’ll seek to answer some of Councillor CUMMING’s questions. Obviously as the LORD MAYOR indicated, QUU provide services to a number of councils by way of a participation agreement. This is a requirement of the Distribution and Retail Restructuring Act.


In the context of this particular change this has been driven by QUU’s corporate planning activities and the last QUU corporate plan 2018 to 2023 came to this Chamber in July 2018. The plan forecasts additional revenue payable to shareholders and, Councillor CUMMING, we’re an 85% shareholder in QUU and would receive 85% of any dividends declared in any given year.


The expectation is that dividends over the next few years will increase from previously advised plans and the expectation is that dividends over the next two years will be $153 million and $159 million respectively of which 85% flows to Brisbane City Council and accordingly those figures are $130 million and $135 million. That answers your questions regarding the dividend flow.


The changes to the Board, these Board remuneration policies are reviewed regularly by the Board and these will determine the appropriate compensation for Board Members given the size and complexity of the operations, their qualifications and experience, the industry sector that is being considered and the time requirements required to be a fulltime director on that particular Board.


The current Board Remuneration Policy states the remuneration will increase with CPI each year in accordance with the corporate plan. The current Board Members, I’m not sure that that’s particularly part of this policy. I think it was more a reflection of some of the changes to the existing Board policy and how they were compensated.


Just quickly if I’ve got some time I’ll quickly touch upon item A, the Competition and Consumer Act policy. As the LORD MAYOR indicated this is a policy—
Chair:
Councillor ALLAN, your time has expired. 
Further speakers?

Councillor CASSIDY.

Seriatim - Clause C
	Councillor Jared CASSIDY requested that Clause C, BANYO—NORTHGATE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.


Councillor CASSIDY:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. On item C being the Banyo—Northgate neighbourhood plan, at the outset I want to thank the neighbourhood planning team who have kept me up-to-date throughout this process. Sean and the whole team that worked over the last couple of years on this, they try their best to accommodate the community feedback they receive into a plan that then this Administration brings to this place. The Banyo—Northgate neighbourhood plan isn’t all bad. Not all bad at all. There are certainly some aspects in there and in terms of a document that is shaping and protecting the long-term future amenity of those neighbourhoods it’s not too bad but in some serious areas we think it is a missed opportunity unfortunately.


There were 85 formal submissions on the draft neighbourhood plan and most of those were around traffic and transport. If you know anything about that particular area of Brisbane, it is little wonder why the majority of those issues that people raised were around traffic and transport issues there. A very old area at its design particularly around that open level crossing at Banyo and the road network and the street network around there and how that residential area interacts with those industrial areas, certainly wasn’t designed originally and built for a huge amount of density.


Around the accessibility issues and the Banyo open level crossing there, the most talked about issue at those community planning team (CPT) meetings and I only had the opportunity to attend one of those, the one I was at and then reading through the minutes of those other CPT meetings, that the accessibility and traffic issues were one of those most important issues that people raised, particularly around addressing those issues for mobility and accessibility within the suburbs and the neighbourhoods around there.


The plan is a lost opportunity for Council to set out clear expectations of the future repurposing of industrial land around train stations in terms of accessibility and traffic. I do think the changes that Council has proposed through the neighbourhood plan around the type of industrial use is not bad and that is looking to the future but in terms of those industrial sites or sites surrounding industrial areas that will be repurposed and rezoned in the future to residential use, in some cases to LMR (low-medium residential)—medium density around those stations, which does adjoin areas of traditional building character overlay as well, that there is a lack of planning around that transport infrastructure that is required there.


Particularly around the Banyo open level crossing and the area of the plan is intersected by the Shorncliffe line as well and there’s not any, I suppose, consideration given in terms of additional crossings or dealing with—as development happens in dealing with the issue of the Banyo open level crossing. We’re going to see throughout that Banyo area an increase in density through there. Not a huge increase but an increase nonetheless and it is already a significant problem for people in that area.


In the Nundah component, not all of Nundah is included in this neighbourhood plan but part of Nundah is. It is land along the Schulz Canal area that will be rezoned to low-medium density along there. Council did just recently refuse an application for low-medium density in this area that is now I believe before—that is currently being appealed by the developer as well. There are concerns by residents around the buffer between that increase in density along the Schulz Canal and those greenspaces and the waterway along there.


In terms of protection of character housing particularly in and around Northgate was focused on and the interesting thing in talking to the team that I noticed is that a lot of properties were being removed from that area to reflect current uses. Through the survey of this neighbourhood plan laid bare this Administration’s approach to planning and development in those old character areas. Where we see no longer are there any intact, in some of these streets, intact character housing. There is the odd character house, which will now no longer have any protection under that TBC (Traditional building character) in areas there. But also, that focus around the Northgate area, residents have expressed concerns that other areas of the neighbourhood plan haven’t had the same focus in terms of protecting character. The property that we have talked about here in recent times, at 431 St Vincents Road and the 14 Kelly Road farmhouse, were only included and protected after residents themselves raised those issues and other redevelopment issues around significant sites. Councillor ALLAN has already talked about one of those large sites there. 


There’s also the Energex—the former Energex site there and I know they have attempted, I suppose, to come up with some planning solutions around that. But it is very high level and, in some ways, vague in terms of connectability through those areas and less prescriptive than residents, I think, would have liked, in zoning it Emerging communities and not, I suppose, dedicating road space and open spaces and things like that through that area. So, I think, in essence, people in this area were accepting of change in this process as well and they’re not necessarily against development here. 


But the feedback that we see from residents is that Council isn’t appropriately planning for that growth and dealing with what are already significant issues for those people living there in terms of accessibility and connectivity within this neighbourhood plan area. Particularly crossing that train line, which is quite a hard barrier and I think people feel, and what is evident in those submissions that were made through the neighbourhood planning process, is that we’re going to see increased development here. Not huge increase in development, but additional people, additional cars on these roads and not planning for that transport. Getting people around, whether it’s by private car, by public transport or by active transport.


So, while this is certainly not the worst neighbourhood plan, we have seen, on balance we don’t think Council has gone far enough and got it right in this instance.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much, Mr Chair. I just rise then to the debate on item C, which is the Banyo—Northgate neighbourhood plan, which is here for Council’s endorsement before it goes for the second State interest review check, Mr Chair. This plan started back in 2016, it has gone through the standard process that we have for our award-winning neighbourhood planning process in this place. The strategy was commenced and completed back in 2017. It went to the first State interest check from March through to September back in 2018, that seems like a very large, long period of time, not within probably the Ministerial Guidelines timeframes for the State to provide their State interest check of course, as we know they do. It went to public notification back in November through to December 2018, and we’ve been working to review the submissions and alter the plan to address issues that have been raised by the residents as part of that public consultation process.


Mr Chair, I almost thought, for a second, that the Labor Party were going to support a neighbourhood plan in this place. But Councillor CASSIDY has dashed my hopes this evening, Mr Chair. Because while it’s not all bad and not too bad, he did then.

Councillors interjecting

It’s bad enough to take that interjection from you, Councillor CASSIDY, through you, Mr Chair. It’s bad enough and we’re getting better. Thank you, Councillor CASSIDY, I do enjoy your ongoing support in this role. But this plan—but what I do take from Councillor CASSIDY’s speech, and if you listen to the subtle undertones, is that there’s not enough density in this plan. Because he said, you missed the opportunity to put more density around the train stations. You missed the opportunity to rezone parts.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Point of order. 
Chair:
Point of order against you, Councillor BOURKE. 
Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
The claim is noted. 
Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
Sorry, Mr Chair. I was saying Councillor CASSIDY did indeed say in Hansard that the plan didn’t go far enough to transition industrial land around the train stations to high density residential, be it low-medium density or medium density residential. Again, just like they were found the other day to not be supporting workers in this country, this is a job and economic growth precinct of the City. There are 5,000 jobs that are going to be created in this neighbourhood plan area, we expect, between now and the lifetime of the plan. There is going to be an additional 2,000 residents moving to this part of the City. We need employment centres inside the bounds of the City of Brisbane. 


It might be the Labor Party policy to force industry and employment centres and jobs outside of the City of Brisbane boundaries, but this Administration has a pretty clear agenda of making sure that we support jobs within the City of Brisbane, and we have local employment centres. Why? Because it cuts down carbon emissions. You don’t have to drive as far. Why? Because it cuts down costs of goods because the goods don’t have to be driven or delivered as far. So, you need to have employment centres that support the changing industrial and business mix that we have in our City. This neighbourhood plan starts to help transition some of those centres around the train stations, next to residential, into those future employment nodes that we need to support our growing City. 


So, you see around, particularly the train stations, the changes in some of the zoning that helps facilitate that particular work. So, we’re moving to this new industry and business zoning. That’s being done to help address some of the new technologies and new businesses that we’re seeing across the City. So, mixed industry and business zoning around Bindha Station. We’ll see a better opportunity for more employment in that precinct. Transitioning what were old industrial warehouses, large buildings that suited the industry at the time when they were built, probably the best part of 50 or 60 years ago, to the new format for doing business in the City to respond to the changing way that businesses conduct their activities.


We also see, though, near that train station, low-medium density residential housing being put in to help facilitate some growth around that station. Of course, there’s a large parcel of land on the other side of that train station, which is also held in private ownership and at one point will be rezoned, sorry, be developed as well. We also see at Banyo Railway Station, low-medium density residential being put in on the northern side or the western side of the train line there. 


So, while Councillor CASSIDY might lament that this plan doesn’t go far enough, we’ve done it in consultation with the community. We’ve gone out, we’ve engaged with them. Councillor ALLAN has been integral in that work, where he’s gone and engaged with his local residents about how they would like to see their local community change and evolve. It’s interesting to note that this neighbourhood plan covers six suburbs. Because occasionally in this place we get told that neighbourhood plans are only ever small, they’re one suburb. Eight Mile Plains is a one-suburb neighbourhood plan. Other neighbourhood plans have been small. This neighbourhood plan has taken a community of interest that covers that corridor that Councillor ALLAN talked about and also provides the continuity for the employment corridor that exists along this railway corridor.


We see changes to the neighbourhood plan that’s coming through, where we reinforce some of the existing provisions inside the City Plan. So, for example, around the Banyo district centre, I think the LORD MAYOR talked about this, the four storeys is being brought in line with the district centre code across the City. But we also see other changes for parts of the plan area, where we’re bringing them in line with the neighbourhood plan, sorry, with the City plan provisions. We see 119 properties being put into the Traditional building character overlay. We see five properties being placed into the Heritage overlay, as well as four properties being put onto the pre-1911 building overlay and nine properties being put into the Commercial character building overlay. So, there is a lot of work and a lot of detail that has gone into this plan. I want to commend the Council officers.


What I did find interesting though in Councillor CASSIDY’S speech was his lamenting of the lack of transport options for the residents in Nudgee, Banyo, Northgate and Toombul. Because, of course, this area is bounded by the Gateway motorway and Sandgate Road and it has a very large railway corridor, with four stations in the plan area and two stations just outside the plan area. Of course, the cutting of train services probably didn’t help. The cutting of train services by the State Government probably hasn’t helped transport solutions in this area. The lack of work to Sandgate Road by the State Government probably hasn’t helped transport solutions in this area. The upgrade to the Banyo railway level crossing probably hasn’t helped transport solutions in this area. 


So, while Councillor CASSIDY likes to be very quick to go, well Council should be doing more, his State colleagues should be doing more to actually help facilitate some of those transportation issues in this area too, through you, Mr Chair, to Councillor CASSIDY. Because while those on the other side, in the Labor Party, are very quick to try and blame this Administration for all of the ills of the City when it comes to transportation, we have demonstrated time and time again to be doing the heavy lifting when it comes to investing in public transport. When it comes to be investing in active transport and also when it comes to investing in motorised transport across the City, and we’re continually frustrated by the State Government when it comes to some of these investments. 


So, the plan will come from Council to the State Government. I hope that the State Government process it quickly and stick to their Ministerial Guidelines timeframes. So that we can get this plan back into Council and provide some certainty to the residents of Nudgee, Banyo, Northgate and Toombul about the future growth of their wonderful part of Brisbane.

Chair:
Now, Councillor CASSIDY, you had a claim to be misrepresented. But please limit your comments to the claim and please don’t relitigate your argument.

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. I didn’t say that I lamented that industrial land was going to be rezoned, wasn’t being rezoned for residential. There is a section that is, around the Bindha Train Station, and I said, what I said was that it’s a missed opportunity in planning for accessibility and connectivity where the up zoning is happening.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, just briefly on items, I think it’s B and C. I’d just start with QUU. I just wanted to say that, well, first of all, congratulations to Councillor ALLAN. Because he hasn’t got the memo amongst the LNP Councillors that you’re not supposed to tell people that you own QUU, you’ve spent, I don’t know, the last eight years essentially denying that QUU is ours. It was very nice to hear him say that we owned 85% of QUU, because that’s normally what I say and Councillors on this side of the Chamber say. So, it’s good to know that the new Finance Chairman is also aware of that.


The concern I have largely relates to the huge amount of money that we draw out of QUU, and how effectively that’s used within our own budget and how it’s used. I think that we should be having more of a discussion about linking those funds into drainage improvements. Linking those funds into the backflow valves that we need. Making sure that we’re doing the right thing by our stormwater network. Instead of that money just going into general revenue and being used for marketing and everything else. So, it strikes me that we should probably be having a slightly broader debate about what we’re doing with QUU, rather than simply enshrining some of these changes about directors and, you know, they’re all very, very odd. 


In fact, one of the changes basically, in the summary document that we’ve got, says that essentially you can’t sell to anybody else. But then when you go and read the Participation Agreement in, I think it’s point five, you can, as long as you’ve got the Minister’s permission. So, what I read in the Participation Agreement is what’s different in Council’s summary to us as Councillors and that causes me to have concerns about what this Administration is actually doing. But my biggest concern is around the huge amount of money we draw out of QUU, how we use that money. I believe it should be more effectively used for stormwater management. We underspend, we underspend in stormwater. I think there’s $30 million is all we spend on stormwater in the City and that’s really not enough. So, to me, I think we could be looking at this a little bit differently.


Just briefly on the Banyo—Northgate neighbourhood plan. I’ve had two neighbourhood plans done in my area, both have multiple train stations in them, yes, four, and maybe even—was Woolloongabba in the? No. So, yes, well four then in Fairfield—Dutton Park and four in the Sherwood one. They’re all a mix of industrial and residential and you know what happened in my area? We got five storeys forced on our community without Council listening to our community. I opposed it; residents opposed it.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, I appreciate you’re making comments by comparison.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. I am.

Chair:
Can I just ask you to just—to speak on the Banyo report?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you.

Chair:
But I appreciate what you’re doing, can I just ask you to talk about the report.

Councillor JOHNSON:
Yes. Can I—I don’t intend to speak long on this, but that is my point, thank you, Mr Chairman. That in looking at this neighbourhood plan, there are areas directly around the train stations in these suburbs that are still going to be low density or low to medium density. To me, yes, whilst there are some in my area, we had five storeys forced on us in communities that didn’t want it. So, I just—I don’t think that planning in this City is being done fairly. I don’t think it is being done responsively to community issues. I fear that some areas get a Rolls Royce treatment and the rest of us get lumped into giant, yes, Councillor BOURKE, who’s not here, giant areas where, I mean I don’t—oh, he’s over there. I don’t even know if, you know, there’s six different precincts or something in this area? 


I didn’t even get a precinct in the part of the Dutton Park—Fairfield neighbourhood plan in my area. We didn’t even get a precinct. I mean there’s one down Jonathan’s end, I think, around South Brisbane and one around the hospital. But, you know, to me that just underlies the fact that this Council is prepared to do detailed neighbourhood planning in some areas of the City. But it is not prepared to do it in others, and it is not prepared to listen to the community in some parts of the City. Particularly where they speak up very clearly about the issues that they’re expecting. So, you know, I appreciate that this is an area undergoing a fair bit of change and it doesn’t seem, I agree with Councillor CASSIDY, it doesn’t seem to be the worst neighbourhood plan that I’ve ever seen. 


But what I can’t understand is why this community gets a Rolls Royce solution and my communities have had massive, massive zoning changes forced on them with no infrastructure to support them. None of this fine-grained, public realm kind of thing going on to make it look pretty and look good. We got nothing. So, I just say to all the Council officers listening up there, that to me, you need to be listening more to the communities when you do undertake neighbourhood plans, and it just strikes me that we’re seeing a two-horse race here. Where some areas seem to be getting a really good process and others are ignored when they raise concerns and seek improvements to their local areas. So, with that, I will sit down.

Chair:
Further speakers?

There being none, LORD MAYOR, your right of reply? 

Right, I’ll put—all those in favour of items A and B, say aye.

Clauses A and B put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clauses A and B of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Chair:
On item C.

Clause C put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause C of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Kara COOK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 18 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES and Norm WYNDHAM.
NOES: 6 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, and Jonathan SRI.

ABSTENTIONS: 1 -
Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON.
The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
The Right Honourable, the Lord Mayor (Councillor Adrian Schrinner) (Chair); Deputy Mayor (Councillor Krista Adams) (Deputy Chair); and Councillors Matthew Bourke, Amanda Cooper, Fiona Hammond, Vicki Howard and Peter Matic.
A
SP300 COMPETITION AND CONSUMER ACT POLICY

165/268/608/7

753/2018-19

1.
The A/Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the information below.
2.
Council is committed to a proactive approach to ensure compliance with the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (Cth) (CCA) and conducts its operations in a way that promotes competition, fair trading and protection of consumers. 

3.
Council has two corporate rules to ensure compliance with the CCA, SP300 Competition and Consumer Act 2010 Policy (SP300) (refer Attachment B, submitted on file) and SP305 Competition and Consumer Act Procedure (SP305) (refer Attachment D, submitted on file). SP300 states CCA prohibited behaviours relevant to Council activities and SP305 assists Council officers in complying with the requirements of the CCA and SP300. 

4.
Following a joint review from Strategic Procurement Office, Organisational Services and City Legal, City Administration and Governance, both current corporate rules have been amended. The amended SP300 (refer Attachment A, submitted on file) is presented to Council for approval. An amended SP305 (refer Attachment C, submitted on file) has been approved by the Executive Management Team (EMT) subject to Council’s approval of the amended SP300. 

5.
Key proposed changes to SP300 are:

-
approval authority changed from EMT to Council

-
additional prohibited behaviours included to reflect the legislation

-
inclusion of a link to the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) website for definitions of the prohibited behaviours 

-
transfer of compliance program components to SP305.
6.
The A/Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.
7.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVES TO ADOPT THE AMENDED SP300 COMPETITION AND CONSUMER ACT POLICY, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A (submitted on file).

ADOPTED

B
AMENDMENTS TO THE QUEENSLAND URBAN UTILITIES PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT 


134/1151/1178/12

754/2018-19

8.
The A/Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the information below.

9.
Queensland Urban Utilities (QUU) operates water and wastewater facilities for participating councils, including Council, under the terms of a Participation Agreement, to which QUU and the participating councils are signatories. QUU has sought approval from participating councils to amend the Participation Agreement. The proposed changes include:

-
matters that have been previously agreed with participating councils but are not yet reflected in the agreement

-
changes to reflect the current operations of QUU, remove redundant matters and align to legislative amendments

-
clarification and simplification of the drafting of a number of clauses.

10.
A summary of the key provisions of the existing Participation Agreement and the proposed changes is set out in Attachment B (submitted on file). A copy of the amended Participation Agreement reflecting the proposed changes is provided in Attachment C (submitted on file).

11.
All councils that are signatories to the Participation Agreement must agree to this amendment by a formal resolution of each council. 

12.
Consequential administrative changes to the Participation Return Policy are required to align to the proposed changes to the Participation Agreement (the changes are reflected in the policy in Attachment D, submitted on file). A new Board Remuneration Policy is also proposed (refer Attachment E, submitted on file). 

13.
The A/Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.
14.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE AMENDMENTS TO THE QUEENSLAND URBAN UTILITIES PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT, PARTICIPATION RETURN POLICY AND BOARD REMUNERATION POLICY

As:

(i)
Council, as a participating local government under the South-East Queensland Water (Distribution and Retail Restructuring) Act 2009 (the Act), entered into a Participation Agreement with the Central SEQ Distributor-Retailer Authority trading as Queensland Urban Utilities (QUU)

(ii)
QUU has proposed amendments to the Participation Agreement

(iii)
under section 28 of the Act, Council may only agree to an amendment of the Participation Agreement by resolution

(iv)
the proposed amendments to the Participation Agreement require amendments to the Participation Return Policy, and clause 8.1 of the proposed Participation Agreement provides that the QUU Board cannot approve a change to the Participation Return Policy without a Special Majority of the Participants signing a document stating that they are in favour of the change 

(v)
QUU proposes a new Board Remuneration Policy, and clause 9.10 of the proposed Participation Agreement provides that a Board Remuneration Policy must be approved by a notice in writing signed by the duly authorised delegates of a Special Majority of Participants,

then Council: 

(i)
resolves to approve the amended Participation Agreement, as set out in Attachment C (submitted on file)
(ii)
resolves to approve the amended Participation Return Policy, as set out in Attachment D (submitted on file)
(iii)
resolves to approve the Board Remuneration Policy, as set out in Attachment E (submitted on file)
(iv)
resolves to authorise the Chief Executive Officer to execute a variation agreement to amend the Participation Agreement 

(v)
resolves to authorise the Chief Executive Officer to sign a document to approve the amended Participation Return Policy and the Board Remuneration Policy.
ADOPTED

C
BANYO—NORTHGATE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN


152/160/516/457
755/2018-19

15.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the information below.

16.
At its meeting of 15 November 2016, Council resolved to amend Brisbane City Plan 2014 (the planning scheme) to include the Banyo—Northgate neighbourhood plan (the neighbourhood plan) and to make consequential amendments (the proposed amendment).

17.
By letter dated 11 January 2017 (refer Attachment B, submitted on file), the then Deputy Premier, Minister for Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister for Trade and Investment confirmed the State interests to be addressed in the proposed amendment (refer Attachment E, submitted on file).

18.
By letter dated 7 September 2018 (Attachment C, submitted on file), the Minister for State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning (the Minister) advised that public consultation may proceed. 

19.
Public consultation on the proposed amendment was carried out from 2 November 2018 to 17 December 2018, in accordance with the requirements of Statutory guideline 01/16 Making and amending local planning instruments (the Guideline). Council received 85 submissions including 80 properly-made submissions. The key issues raised in the submissions are summarised as follows.

-
Support for mixed industry and business precincts supporting local employment and business.

-
Requests for other land uses, including residential, to be supported in mixed industry and business precincts in Northgate Station precinct and Bindha Station precinct.

-
Concerns about the expansion of District centre zoned land and the impact on existing retail in Banyo.

-
Support for increased heritage and character protections in the neighbourhood plan area.

-
Concerns about traffic and road safety, particularly around the Banyo railway crossing.

-
Concerns about parking at railway stations, particularly at the Northgate railway station.

-
Requests for more walking and cycling connections, and facilities in local parks.

20.
A summary of the matters raised in the submissions, including descriptions of how the matters raised have been addressed, has been prepared (refer Attachment D, submitted on file). Having considered the submissions, changes have been made to the proposed amendment. These changes do not make the proposed amendment significantly different to the version on which Council carried out public consultation.

21.
In accordance with transitional provisions in section 287 of the Planning Act 2016 (the Act), which commenced on 3 July 2017, the adoption of the proposed amendment shall occur under the Sustainable Planning Act 2009 (SPA) and the Guideline, as the process for making the proposed amendment had started under SPA. The proposed amendment is in a form consistent with the Act.

22.
An associated amendment to the Structure planning planning scheme policy is required to be made pursuant to the Minister’s Guidelines and Rules under section 22 of the Act.

23.
Should Council resolve to proceed with the proposed amendment, it will be referred to the Minister to seek approval to adopt the proposed amendment into the planning scheme. The Minister will also be provided with the summary of matters raised in the submissions.
24.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.
25.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO AMEND BRISBANE CITY PLAN 2014 TO INCLUDE THE BANYO—NORTHGATE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

As Council: 

(i)
at its meeting on 15 November 2016, resolved to amend Brisbane City Plan 2014 (the planning scheme) to include the Banyo—Northgate neighbourhood plan and to make consequential amendments (the proposed amendment)

(ii)
has undertaken public consultation on the proposed amendment, 

then Council: 

(i)
pursuant to Steps 7.1 and 7.2 of Stage 3 of Part 2.4A.1 of Statutory guideline 01/16 Making and amending local planning instruments (the Guideline), having considered the submissions on the proposed amendment, has prepared a summary of the matters raised in the submissions including how the matters raised in the submissions have been dealt with (Attachment D, submitted on file) and has made changes to the proposed amendment, as set out in Attachment E (submitted on file), which are not considered to be significantly different to the version publicly consulted on

(ii)
decides, pursuant to Step 7.5(b) of Stage 3 of Part 2.4A.1 of the Guideline, to proceed with the proposed amendment with changes and directs, pursuant to Step 7.2(c) of Stage 3 of Part 2.4A.1 of the Guideline, that each person who made a properly-made submission about the proposed amendment be advised in writing about how their submission has been dealt with

(iii)
directs, pursuant to Step 7.6 of Stage 3 of Part 2.4A.1 of the Guideline, that the Minister’s approval to adopt the proposed amendment be sought and that notice be given to the Minister in accordance with Step 7.7 of Stage 3 of Part 2.4A.1 of the Guideline

(iv)
decides, pursuant to section 2.1 of Part 1 of Chapter 3 of the Minister’s Guidelines and Rules, to make the proposed amendment to the planning scheme policies.
ADOPTED

PUBLIC AND ACTIVE TRANSPORT AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, Chair of the Public and Active Transport and Economic Development Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Norm WYNDHAM that the report of the meeting of the Public and Active Transport Committee held on 14 May 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Councillor ADAMS.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Last week’s presentation was an overview of the Public and Active Transport portfolio and just brought the members, a couple of them new, up to speed on the work that the Division does within Council. Amongst many of the roles the Division ensures that Brisbane has an effective and efficient public and active transport system. We work in conjunction with TransLink to do our level best to get the approval of the State to implement new routes and new efficiency in the bus and ferry and CityCat network. We talked about Cycling Brisbane, that has almost 22,000 members and the regular correspondence that we get from those members and the discount bike shops around town that they can enjoy.


Active School travel reaches more than 24,000 students, engaged in the three‑year rolling program with each of those schools. Of course, the Better Bikeways for Brisbane, where we promised at the last election $100 million to deliver those bikeways across the City. We are making good headway with those bikeways. The Botanic Gardens Riverwalk project beginning last week and earlier this morning our LORD MAYOR and myself did media at the Woolloongabba Bikeway, which is looking absolutely spectacular. It’s almost near completion, but the segregated bikeway with the very clear green lanes, with floating bus stops and sound lines, audible lines, is going to be fantastic for the connections from the western suburbs through to the City as well.


We talked about bus stops. With part of the discussion at Committee around the rolling programs and of course the two separate bodies of work between the maintenance for the proactive and the DDA (Disability Discrimination Act 1992) compliance upgrades that are required by 2022. There are 25 terminals along 22 kilometres of Brisbane’s ferry terminals as well, and we know from next week the Guyatt Park ferry terminal closes, to begin its upgrade as well. It was all CityCats, ferries, buses, bikes, scooters, all things transport and I’m looking forward to working in the portfolio to make sure that we are a clean, green and sustainable City, particularly in our Public and Active Transport.

Chair:
Is there further debate? 
Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I rise to speak on item C, the petition calling on Council to take up the State Government’s offer to widen, not raise, the low rail bridge separating Corinda and Sherwood. Oh, sorry.

Chair:
I don’t think that’s in the report.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Oh, I apologise. 

Chair:
It’s in a future report. That’s in a future report. 
Is there any debate on the Public and Active Transport report? 
Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair, and I’d like to thank through you, Councillor ADAMS, for the Committee presentation. There was a great deal to get through and I still have a lot of questions that we didn’t have time to answer. Which I think, for me, reinforces the fact that it’s a bit silly that we only have a 30-minute Committee meeting each week to discuss all things related to public transport, active transport and now economic development. It seems to me rather ludicrous that Councillors are expected to make meaningful decisions and have meaningful discussions in such a short space of time for Committee meetings. 


Just first, briefly, regarding the Woolloongabba Bikeway project, which was just mentioned. I’m obviously a big supporter of that project and I’ve even supported losing around 80 street parking bays in order to make that project viable. It has been great to see that that’s progressing. It’s taken a lot longer than it needed to and should have and my comments on that issue are well known in this Chamber. 


But I just wanted to again emphasise, and draw to the Chair’s attention, the ongoing safety concerns regarding the design of the bike lanes to the south of the pedestrian crossing outside Princess Plaza. So, whilst Stanley Street itself now has dedicated barrier-separated bike lanes all the way along Stanley Street, Annerley Road does not have any physical separation for the bike lanes for most of the length of the project. In essence, the only protection for cyclists is a little bit of paint. The lanes have gotten slightly wider than they used to be, and parking is now banned in them, which is obviously a good step forward. But they’re actually not safe for cyclists to ride on and I think that’s a real disappointment. That we’ve spent millions and millions of dollars on this bikeway project, but it’s still not safe to ride on. 


I certainly wouldn’t let my young cousins ride along that corridor, even with adult supervision. Personally, I don’t even feel safe riding along there. I usually choose to ride the footpath of Annerley Road, rather than to ride in the bike lanes that Council has just created. I understand that this project has gone through several evolutions and changes of design. That initially Council was only planning to do the Stanley Street leg of the project and later expanded to Annerley Road, and I’m very grateful to see that that’s happened. But we now have a problem where we’ve spent millions of dollars and caused a great deal of disruption along that road corridor. We’ve taken away street parking, we’ve inconvenienced traders throughout the construction process and yet the bike lanes are not yet safe enough to use. Particularly around the slip lanes to Stephens Road and Park Road, but also all the way along Annerley Road, especially outside Dutton Park and Boggo Road Gaol.


Those bike lanes are not wide enough. They do not feel safe, particularly when the speed limit along that corridor is still 50 and 60 kilometres at most times of the day. The solution is quite straightforward. There’s now enough width along those lanes to include physical barrier separation. Council officers accept and acknowledge this, but it seems that the private certifier, who’s connected to the project, is unwilling to sign off on physical separation at this stage. So, this is a technical problem, where different engineers have subjective views about what’s safe and what’s appropriate. The particular engineer who seems to be working on this project doesn’t want to sign off on physical separators, even though other traffic engineers might be willing to do so. 


I’m not pretending that this is a simple problem and I’m sure Council is working through solutions. But I really want to emphasise that the Annerley Road bike lane stretch of this project, to the south of the Catherine Street intersection, is not safe for riders. The project has—that stage of the project has largely been completed now. There is no further significant work to do along that Annerley Road precinct to the south of Catherine Street intersection. But it is not safe enough. We need physical separators to be installed. There are now a range of products on the market that can be dropped in at fairly low cost and for fairly minimal disruption. It’s essential that Council does this as soon as the current stage of the project is completed. 


It would be a mistake to wait six months, a year, to see how the project goes. I expect that that’s Council’s intention, to finish it as it is and then watch and learn and make further changes. I understand that impulse, but that is the wrong way forward. Because that will mean that for the next six months or a year there is no measurable increase in the number of cyclists along that corridor, because people don’t feel safe. So, through you, Mr Chair, I want to say to Councillor ADAMS, please don’t let this sit on the backburner. It’s a really good project. It’s going to deliver great things for the area. But we need to get this section of Annerley Road right by installing proper physical separators to ensure that cyclists feel safe along that corridor. It’s essential.


More generally, I also just wanted to put a question, which we didn’t get time to explore in the Committee meeting. Just, could Councillor ADAMS please expand a little bit on the process for the Council to introduce new bus services that don’t have the funding or direct support of the State Government? So, for example, in the past Council has fully funded CityGlider services. I’d just like a really quick explanation of what are the processes and procedures that Council needs to go through in order to install new bus services, where the State Government doesn’t see those services as necessary and the State Government doesn’t want to put any funding towards those services.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I just take this opportunity to speak about some of the ongoing issues and concerns in the Public and Active Transport and Economic Development Committee now, and some of those ongoing issues. As the longest-serving member of the Public and Active Transport Committee, I have all this corporate knowledge now that I’m happy to share with others in the Chamber, Mr Chair. But very seriously, the issue, the ongoing issue of bus driver safety is something that we have been discussing in that Committee now for years and years. 


I want to make sure, and put Councillor ADAMS on notice, not in an aggressive way or anything, but that that is an issue that is of great importance to the thousands of bus drivers that we have in the Brisbane City Council, that work in Transport for Brisbane. Travelling around to some of the depots already and talking to many of those bus drivers and the union, the RTBU (Rail Tram and Bus Union), as well. Some of those drivers who are not members of the RTBU, I know that they still feel that is of a significant concern that they don’t believe Council is addressing well enough yet. So that is something that we will certainly be keeping on top of there. 


There are of course other ongoing issues around active transport and I know that Councillor SCHRINNER, when he was the Chair, always supported separated cycle lanes more than the previous Lord Mayor did. Now that he’s in that position, this is something Labor Councillors have been leading on in this place for the last few years. I certainly hope that Councillor ADAMS will use her position now to advocate more strongly within this Administration and Council to ensure that cyclist safety is—particularly in our CBD areas, right across our City of course, but particularly here in the CBD where we have seen many issues over the last few years. That that is an issue that is at the forefront of her time in this role as well.


Of course, we had a presentation this morning, we’ll talk about that next week, around our ferry terminals. We know, in a growing city and you see a place like the island of West End over there, that is hemmed in on one side by the river and on the other side by some pretty hard infrastructure. The issues of expanding and prioritising our CityCat and ferry terminal network will be of great importance and we would certainly like to see a better and sharper focus on things like that as well over the next 10 months until we have a new Administration.

Chair:
Further speakers?

There being no further speakers, Councillor ADAMS, DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I thank the Councillors for their feedback and I’m happy to take on notice the bus planning. I can talk about that in Committee next week.
Chair:
I now put the resolution. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Public and Active Transport Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor David McLachlan (A/Chair), the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Krista Adams, and Councillors Jared Cassidy, Jonathan Sri and Norm Wyndham.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:
Councillor Angela Owen.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – OVERVIEW OF THE PUBLIC AND ACTIVE TRANSPORT COMMITTEE

756/2018-19

1.
Geoffrey Beck, Divisional Manager, Transport for Brisbane, and Marie Gales, Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide an overview of the Public and Active Transport Committee. They provided the information below.

2.
The Public and Active Transport Committee:

-
ensures the effective and efficient operation of Brisbane’s public transport business

-
collaborates with State authorities to deliver integrated transport plans and services for Brisbane

-
ensures Brisbane is a leading city in the use of green and active transport.

-
oversees the implementation of Brisbane City Council’s transport plans

-
ensures the public is satisfied with Brisbane’s bus and ferry services

-
plan for the necessary growth in Brisbane’s public transport services to meet population growth and public expectations.

3.
Transport for Brisbane will deliver Australia’s most modern public and active transport, including the Brisbane Metro for efficient and sustainable movement of people.

4.
The Transport Plan for Brisbane – Strategic Directions (the Plan) will guide the evolution and development of Brisbane’s transport network over the next 25 years and beyond. The Plan recognises the need for change and responsiveness to deal with the challenges and opportunities ahead. The Plan supports Council’s vision for a connected, liveable and prosperous city. A table displaying the Plan’s structure was shown to the Committee.

5.
The Implementation Plan 2018 outlines how the Plan will be carried out and forms the basis for coordination of actions with key government, industry and community partners. The Implementation Plan also outlines 53 short and medium-term actions, and monitors and reviews any framework to be developed. Fourteen key Council initiatives will begin implementation over the next two years, including:

-
Walkable Brisbane

-
Green Bridges

-
Efficient Networks

-
On-road bus priority

-
Move Safe Brisbane

-
Safe Travel Together.

6.
The Active School Travel program (AST) offers Brisbane primary schools free resources and incentives to enable families to use sustainable modes of travel such as walking, cycling, scootering, carpooling and taking public transport to school. Since 2004, AST has been implemented in 162 schools reaching over 113,000 students. There are currently more than 24,000 students engaged in the three year program. 

7.
Cycling Brisbane is Council’s membership program to encourage more people to ride a bike, more often. The program has almost 22,000 members, which each member receiving a monthly e-newsletter and discounts to bike shops and other sponsoring businesses. During 2018-19, Cycling Brisbane will hold 210 bike skills workshops and guided rides throughout the city.

8.
Development of strategic transport policy and planning for active transport networks and connections across the city. This includes:

-
monitoring the implementation of directions and actions from the Transport Plan and Brisbane Active Transport Strategy 2012-2026
-
reviewing and updating the Active Transport Network Plan

-
providing technical policy and planning advice on active transport matters for Council.

9.
Over four years, $100 million has been invested in the Better Bikeways for Brisbane (BB4B) program to deliver a safe and connected active transport network. Key bikeway construction projects include:

-
the Woolloongabba Bikeway project

-
the Kangaroo Point Bikeway upgrade – Stage One

-
the Botanic Gardens Riverwalk project

-
Indooroopilly Riverwalk

-
North Brisbane Bikeway

-
other projects, such as completing key missing links, local bikeways and lighting.

10.
Other key BB4B projects include:

-
wayfinding signage

-
bicycle parking

-
banana bar removal and replacement strategy

-
counters and monitoring

-
planning studies

-
safety improvements.

11.
The Bus Stop Accessibility Improvement Program commenced in 2014 to fulfil Council’s obligations under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) by December 2022. Approximately 4,000 bus stops are planned to be upgraded and 2,186 of these upgrades have already been completed between 2014 and 2018. In 2018-19, 450 bus stops will be upgraded. Council is on track to meet DDA compliance by the end of 2022. 

12.
The Bus Stop Improvement program provides responsive bus stop upgrades including shelters, seats and relocations. Fifty-three bus stop upgrade requests have been prioritised and scheduled to be delivered in the 2018-19 financial year.

13.
Council’s ferry service utilises 25 terminals along 22 kilometres of the Brisbane River between the University of Queensland in St Lucia and Northshore Hamilton. Since the 2011 flood, Council has upgraded 16 ferry terminals to achieve DDA compliance and improve flood resilience. The Ferry Terminal Upgrade program is on target to achieve a 100% DDA compliant network by the end of 2022. The DDA and its associated Disability Standards for Accessible Public Transport 2002 require that the ferry service be DDA compliant by 31 December 2022
14.
Transport for Brisbane (TfB):

-
has a bus fleet of more than 1,200 air conditioned and DDA compliant buses that carried over 76 million passengers during the 2017-18 financial year

-
has a ferry fleet that comprises of 21 CityCats and nine monohull vessels that operate across the 25 ferry terminals along the Brisbane River carrying approximately 5 million passengers every year. 

-
manages the CityCycle scheme.

15.
TfB’s Bus Operations:

-
delivers all scheduled, school, special event and charter bus services

-
operates under a contract with TransLink

-
has seven bus depots located in Virginia, Eagle Farm, Toowong, Sherwood, Garden City, Carina and Willawong

-
has bus workshops located in Toowong

-
operates Council’s Network Coordination Centre.

16.
TfB’s Fleet and Asset Management is responsible for:

-
asset management of the bus fleet and on road driver facilities

-
delivering 60 rigid equivalent buses per year

-
installing CCTV on all buses

-
high capacity buses

-
ensuring that all new buses purchased comply with Euro 6 emissions 

-
installing USB charging points on buses

-
new buses for Blue Glider fleet.

17.
TfB’s Strategy and Network Services supports operational service delivery through network planning, network scheduling, strategic planning, workplace health and safety, and the coordination of special event and charter services. Strategy and Network Services also manages the successful Glider bus service, Centenary Community research and Legacy Way service changes, and is working towards the operation of Brisbane Metro.

18.
TfB has:

-
18 CityCats with decorative and commemorative wraps to show our civic pride and honour local heroes

-
three double decker Hopper services

-
SpeedyCat services, that launched in September 2018

-
CityCat22 currently under construction.

19.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the A/Chair thanked Mr Beck and Ms Gales for their informative presentation.

20.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE

Councillor Amanda COOPER, Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven HUANG, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 14 May 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate?

Councillor COOPER.

Councillor COOPER:
Thank you very much, Mr Chair. Mr Chair, at Committee last week we had a presentation on Brisbane’s Smart Poles. It was a very interesting presentation. It was an opportunity for us to really actually look at what has been proposed and ask a lot of detailed questions. So, as we know in this Chamber, we have a project which will include the design, supply, installation, operation and maintenance of 20 Smart Poles. It will combine smart technology devices, while collecting real-time information, in particular to help Council with our planning and improve the services that we deliver to our community. 


The poles will have a central management system for dashboard reporting. They will be able to report real-time data, so they will be very valuable for Council. There will be a range of different potential functions that they will be able to deliver whether it’s public lighting, creative lighting, pedestrian detection, bicycle detection, environmental noise monitoring, climate monitoring, air quality monitoring, public Wi-Fi, where appropriate, USB charging ports. All these sorts of facilities. It is very much about customising facilities for the specific locations. 


There are 20 proposed sites throughout the City, and this is the first stage of the rollout of this program. I note that there is one down there at Wynnum Foreshore, I know Councillor CUMMING is very excited about that, and very positive about that. So, thank you for your enthusiasm. We also will have a reserve list for backup or potential expansion opportunities for these particular facilities. We have very much focused in this first phase on streets and pathways, civic and open spaces and skate parks. The budget for the Smart Poles Project is $2.179 million. The tender, as this Chamber is well aware, was awarded in the Council meeting of last week. With works to begin in July this year and commissioning anticipated by the end of the year. So, we look forward to these important new facilities that will really add new features to our local communities.


There’s also three petitions, I’m happy to respond to any commentary relating to those. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Is there any further debate? 
Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, my apologies for that.

Chair:
That’s alright.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I do rise to speak on item C, the petition requesting Council urgently take up the Queensland Government’s offer to widen, not raise, the lower rail bridge separating Sherwood and Corinda. There are a number of significant bottlenecks along the Oxley Road corridor. Obviously at one end it’s the Walter Taylor bridge, which is the elephant in the room the LNP don’t want to talk about. Then the Ipswich motorway at the other end. So, there’s six kilometres of constrained arterial road down a peninsula. It has extremely poor vehicle lane arrangements. It has no bike lanes. It has very poor pedestrian crossings. We have a real bottleneck and safety issue, where the low rail bridge is at Corinda.


These rail bridges were built 100 plus years ago and they’ve been upgraded over that time. But this is part of the original rail line that came out when the junction was at Oxley, back in the 1800s. It is a low rail bridge that has been built for horse and cart and it is not suitable in today’s environment for the vehicle traffic that is carried on Oxley Road. About 33,000 vehicles a day use Oxley Road. Under the rail bridge there’s—you wouldn’t ride your bike under there—and then the footpath is one of those metre-wide jobs that’s terrible. It’s steep, it’s actually sort of halfway up the embankment, it goes through a really dark, underpassy-type tunnel on the side. So, it’s just terrible for everybody.


It’s an issue that I have been lobbying our State Member on—Mark Bailey. The previous Member, Scott Emerson, showed no interest in any of these issues whatsoever, and it is an issue that I’ve been lobbying Mark Bailey about. Because if Council’s not going to do anything about the Walter Taylor bridge, then the solution in my mind is that we have to make existing Oxley Road more functional for residents who live in this corridor, who go to school in this corridor and who work in this corridor. Oxley Road carries a huge amount of traffic from the outer south-western suburbs because it has a bridge connection to Indooroopilly, the University of Queensland and then into the city. 


The low rail bridge is this choke point. It is extremely narrow, single lane each way. I think just over a thousand residents signed the petition. It was a really significant piece of feedback from the community that I represent. I am concerned that both the State Government and Council are going to play politics with this, and it is such an important issue, I do not want to see it lost. With the State saying, oh Council’s not doing this and Council’s saying to the State, oh you’re not doing this. There’s a little bit of that going on here. So, look, about eight months ago the State Member announced it in his local newsletter, that he was going to do it and I say, good on him for indicating that he is prepared in principle to pay for the substantive upgrade of this bridge. 


He’s not asking Council for money for the bridgeworks, is my understanding in discussions with him. Council would be responsible for the road, pedestrian and cycling infrastructure that would go under the new bridge alignment. Presumably that will be a chunky project of some several million dollars, but that is something that Council would have to work through in a future budget. 


The response before us today is a weak one. I have agreed to it because there’s nothing wrong with it. For those listening and those who might read this later, I’m not asked what I think the response should be. Council sends me a response and I’m only allowed to say yes or no. That’s it. So, the response is that we write to the State Government and I’d like to read that letter out, so people understand how the political games of this State are being played. So, this is the letter, and it went to the Department of Main Roads from one of our senior Council officers.
Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors will be heard in silence, please.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
‘I write in relation to three petitions Brisbane City Council has received, requesting Council works with the Queensland State Government to widen the Oxley Road rail bridge. The petitions contain 953 signatures and are referring to an offer the Queensland Government has made, to provide funding to widen the rail bridge. As you know, the rail bridge is a Queensland Government asset and Council is unable to carry out works on it. Council is unaware of any funding commitment, which has been made’. I’ll keep going. ‘I would be grateful if you could respond and provide advice on the status of any planning works the Department of Transport and Main Roads is undertaking to widen Oxley Road rail bridge’.


Now, number one, that’s not true. Because I’ve seen the correspondence between the Minister for Transport and the State Member here and the former LORD MAYOR. So, clearly this idea that Council are unaware, or those kinds of comments are unhelpful. Because there have been discussions between the LORD MAYOR and the Minister for Transport. Now, this is why I get so annoyed, so annoyed with the major parties and this is one of the days where I’m very pleased I’m an independent. Because this shouldn’t get bogged down in politics. The State is saying they will do their part and pay for the rail bridge works, which are going to be enormously costly. Council should be going to the State with open arms, open arms, saying that is great, show us your plans. 


Not, we’re unaware, we don’t know. What does it say? Please provide advice on the status. You should be saying, yes, that’s a great idea. Yes, that’s a great offer. Tell us how we can work with you. Because I want to see these improvements done in my community, so generations, future generations, have got safe road, pedestrian and cycling facilities in my Ward and we can get rid of this massively old, century-old bottleneck in our community. I was really interested to hear today, and I will be pursuing this, and I look forward to the LORD MAYOR’s response at some point. 


Councillor COOPER has gone out of her way to proactively undertake an MOU with the State Government, on a State Government project on the north side of the City in a LNP Ward, on a roadwork issue. So, there’s no funding commitment from the State Government to do anything over there on the road project. Council is driving a particular outcome it wants to achieve on the edge of State Government and Council land. It’s exactly the same situation here and that is what has prompted my question to the LORD MAYOR earlier today. If the Infrastructure Chairperson is prepared to proactively drive an MOU with the State Government over at Chermside, then I think it is the same thing that we should be doing here. This is something I flag I will be pursuing in coming weeks.


Simply just sort of going back and forth, without making any commitment, without indicating your support, puts this project at risk. It is playing politics when they do not need to be played here. We want to see a good outcome, not just for my community. Councillor GRIFFITHS’ community, Councillor STRUNK’s community, Councillor OWEN’s community and Councillor BOURKE’s community all rely on Oxley Road to get into the City. It would be hugely beneficial and much safer if we pursue this project. I encourage the LORD MAYOR and the Infrastructure Minister to do so with all vigour, all energy. Because, if this State Government is allowed to, I guess, not do the work, let’s say two years passes, there’s a change of government. A different government gets in, the commitment may be lost. So, it is so critical and so crucial that we establish the right mechanism to drive this important project forward. 


I can see the LORD MAYOR is sitting here and I hope he’s listening because—I know he knows, I’ve raised it with him before. I do not want to see this get lost. The politics of this should not be allowed to overwhelm the practical outcome that we need to improve one of the most congested arterial roads in Brisbane. This is a really good way that we can get things started. So, I’m hoping there might be some planning money perhaps in the Council budget in June, a little bit to get this project started from our point of view. Perhaps a few hundred thousand dollars to look at scoping the roadworks and the road project, to look at getting things underway and to set up, maybe, some sort of steering group or working committee to work with the State Government. That would be, I think, a good outcome. Obviously major projects take a little bit of time to develop and I’m not expecting there will be suddenly $50 million in the budget. But I would be hoping that we will see a substantive commitment to the planning and the negotiation with the State Government that we need to ensure that this low rail bridge bottleneck is dealt with. 


I just want to put on the record again, that in all of my lobbying for this, that it’s always been about widening, not raising.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, your time is expired. 
Are there any further speakers? 
There being none, Councillor COOPER.

Councillor COOPER:
Thank you very much, Mr Chairman. Mr Chairman, in response to that comment in relation to the petition at item C, I understand that Councillor JOHNSTON suggested that she has sighted correspondence back and forward between Minister Bailey and the Lord Mayor—the then Lord Mayor, Graham Quirk. If she has read that, then I would be happy to follow through the logic of her argument. She’s saying that in Committee today we talked about the Prince Charles Hospital and how we are pursuing an MOU to ensure that there is an agreement as to how we would proceed on a project.


That’s been something we’ve discussed in this Chamber before that we are no longer prepared to accept on face value when the State Government says we’d like to do a project with you that we have a clear undertaking from them as to how they would seek to fund or support Council in undertaking that project. 


I can remember quite clearly Councillor Sutton saying to me, and it was I think it was very interesting that she reflected that, we should not trust any of these sorts of verbal arrangements. We should ensure that there is essentially a contractually binding arrangement between both parties, that being the State Government and local government. I appreciate her comments and I have very much taken those to heart.


So just to be clear, we’ve had Minister, Mr Mark Bailey, in September of 2017 seeking to lobby Council to cooperate and undertake a joint project with the State Government responsible for the bridge work and Brisbane City Council responsible for roadworks on Oxley Road underneath and leading to the rail bridge. So that was a letter to the Lord Mayor of that time. The Lord Mayor then went back and said that the rail bridge is a constraint—agreed that it was a constraint on traffic flows. 


As the bridge is owned by the Queensland Government, it is outside of Council’s jurisdiction and that’s why we seek a formal commitment from the Queensland Government to undertake further investigations to identify the planning and design requirements to upgrade both the rail and road network at this location. So the Lord Mayor, at the time Councillor Quirk, went back and said, we seek a formal commitment from you. 


Then there was—and there was no follow up from that. Then there was Mark Bailey writing to the Lord Mayor on 4 June 2018 talking about a need for cooperative relationship in relation to this particular project. Then again there was a response to that on 29 June 2018 and I again say—I’ll read the last paragraph of that letter again pointing out that the rail bridge is a State Government asset and noting it is a constraint on traffic flows in the corridor.


I’ll quote directly, ‘as you are aware, the bridge is owned by the Queensland Government and is outside of Council’s jurisdiction. That is why Council has previously requested a formal funding commitment from the Queensland Government in the form of an MOU, Memorandum of Understanding, to undertake further investigations. Such work would identify the planning and design requirements to upgrade both the rail and road network at this location’. 


So thank you very much Councillor, but in fact if you do have a copy of this information, that is exactly what we’ve been asking for and we will continue to pursue this because I do agree with one of your comments that yes, there are possibilities for improvement of functionality of Oxley Road. This is definitely a constraint and we’re happy to work in partnership with the State Government, but we require a response. We require them to sign an MOU to actually have a formal commitment, a legally binding commitment that they will actually do as they say and we have yet to see any response. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Thank you Councillor COOPER. 
I will now put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Infrastructure Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Amanda Cooper (Chair), Councillor Steven Huang (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Nicole Johnston, James Mackay and Steven Toomey.
LEAVE OF ABSENCE:
Councillor Steve Griffiths.
A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – BRISBANE SMART POLES PROJECT

757/2018-19

1.
Graham Nell, Project Director, Civil and Transport, Project Management, City Projects Office, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide information on the Brisbane Smart Poles Project. He provided the information below.

2.
The Brisbane Smart Pole project, which aligns to Council’s Brisbane Vision 2031 (New World City), will provide services and real time information to the community and be used to collect and analyse data to produce useful information that will assist Council to improve operations and efficiency. 

3. 
The main objectives of the Brisbane Smart Pole project include the provision of a single aesthetically pleasing design which combines smart technology devices. The collection of real time information will assist Council to plan and improve services and enhance the experience of the community.  
4.
The scope of the Brisbane Smart Pole project includes the design, supply and installation of 20 Smart Poles and their operation and maintenance. A Central Management System will provide dashboard reporting. Each pole will have a number of different functions such as 360̊ LED public lighting, creative lighting, pedestrian and bicycle detection, public Wi-Fi, USB charging ports, and sensors for the monitoring of air, climate and environmental noise. 

5.
Subject to site conditions and heritage approvals, the Brisbane Smart Pole locations identified are Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha; Reddacliff Place, Brisbane City; City Botanic Gardens, Brisbane City; Captain Burke Park, Kangaroo Point; Kangaroo Point Cliffs, Kangaroo Point; China Town Mall, Fortitude Valley; Goodwill Bridge/Gardens Point Road, Brisbane City; Logan Road, Woolloongabba; Brunswick Street Mall, Fortitude Valley; Corner of Queen and Albert Streets, Brisbane City; Corner of Queen and Edward Streets, Brisbane City; Corner of Edward and Alice Streets, Brisbane City; Albert Street near Charlotte Street, Brisbane City; Albert Street near Margaret Street, Brisbane City; Corner of Roma, Albert and Turbot Streets, Brisbane City; Paddington Skate Park, Paddington; Parkland Boulevard, Brisbane City; Telegraph Road Skate Park, Fitzgibbon; Wynnum Foreshore, Wynnum. 

6.
Examples of retrofitted Smart Poles in Melbourne and Sydney displayed, show that the Brisbane Smart Pole was visually more aesthetically pleasing. 

7.
The Brisbane Smart Poles project budget is $2.179 million. The request for proposal was released to the open market in July 2012 and received 12 proposals. The tender will be awarded mid-2019, with civil construction works to commence mid to late 2019. The testing and commissioning of the Brisbane Smart Poles will be in late 2019.
8.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Nell for his informative presentation.
9.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

B
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL IMPROVE THE SAFETY OF THE PEDESTRIAN CROSSING AT THE INTERSECTION OF STANLEY STREET EAST AND WITHINGTON STREET, EAST BRISBANE

CA18/847548
758/2018-19

10.
A petition from residents, requesting Council improve the safety of the pedestrian crossing at the intersection of Stanley Street East and Withington Street, East Brisbane, was received during the Spring Recess 2018. 

11.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

12.
The petition contains 130 signatures. Of the petitioners, 14 live in East Brisbane, 111 live in other suburbs of the City of Brisbane and five live outside the City of Brisbane.

13.
The petitioners are concerned about the design of this pedestrian crossing contributing to incidents where motorists are failing to give way to pedestrians who are preparing to cross. Several ‘near miss’ incidents have been observed and the petitioners are requesting advanced flashing warning signs, improved lighting and assurance that the crossing is compliant with the Queensland Government’s Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).

14.
Stanley Street East is considered to be an arterial road under Council’s road hierarchy, which connects major centres of the city and forms an important link in Brisbane’s bus and freight network. Due to the road’s function, high volumes of traffic are expected with approximately 19,000 vehicles using the road daily. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map. 

15.
The petitioners’ feedback about motorists failing to give way has been noted. Advanced warning signage with orange highlighted target boards and pavement markings are in place to help raise awareness of the zebra crossing. Sight lines on approach to the zebra crossing have been reviewed and are considered to be sufficient for motorists to observe any pedestrians approaching or waiting to cross. The location of the bus stop has also been reviewed, and given the short duration that any buses would be stopped and that it is more than 60 metres from the zebra crossing, it is not considered to create any safety concerns. 

16.
While zebra crossings give priority to pedestrians over vehicles, it is important that pedestrians ensure drivers have seen them and are stopped or in the process of stopping before they enter the roadway. The official Queensland Government crash history has been reviewed and there have been no reported incidents involving pedestrians in the past five years.

17.
Motorists failing to give way to pedestrians is a behavioural issue which Council is unable to enforce. Instances can be referred to the Queensland Police Service via Policelink on 131 444 for targeted enforcement.

18.
The petitioners’ feedback about lighting at the zebra crossing has been noted. On 4 October 2018, Council undertook a night inspection of the pedestrian crossing lighting at the intersection of Stanley Street East and Withington Street. Upon inspection it was found the existing lighting was functioning correctly and the lighting illuminating the crossing met lighting levels as specified within the Australian Standard (AS) AS/NZS1158.4 ‑ Lighting of pedestrian crossings. Based on the results of the inspection, Council has no current plans to take further action regarding the pedestrian crossing lighting. 

19.
The petitioners’ request for the crossing to be compliant with the MUTCD has been noted. Zebra crossings in Brisbane are installed in line with the requirements outlined in the Queensland Government’s MUTCD and in conjunction with AS 1742.10‑2009.

20.
There are specific guidelines within the AS as to where such crossings are appropriate with consideration to approach speeds, consistency of pedestrian demand, available sight distance and local environmental factors. At the time of its installation, the zebra crossing was in accordance with the MUTCD, however, the MUTCD is an evolving document and facilities which have been installed in previous years may no longer meet the current guidelines. Furthermore, there is no requirement to retrospectively upgrade facilities when changes are made to the MUTCD.

21.
Under the current AS, new zebra crossings cannot be installed on multi-lane one-way streets. In addition, it is a requirement under the AS that the approach road to a zebra crossing must have a maximum speed of 50 km/h or lower. As the speed limit on Stanley Street East is 60 km/h, the zebra crossing would not meet the current requirements and would need to be removed entirely if any modifications or a relocation was to occur. 

22.
However, to determine if the current speed limit is appropriate for this section of Stanley Street East, Council commissioned an independent speed limit review this year. The results of this review recommended that 60 km/h should be retained. For the reasons outlined above, Council does not propose to relocate or remove the pedestrian crossing at this time.

23.
Council’s Light Emitting Diode (LED) Road Signs program involves the installation of LED road signs to improve safety on Brisbane’s suburban streets and helps to highlight road facilities such as pedestrian crossings. LED signs are prioritised by the respective ward councillors and Councillor Jonathan Sri, the Councillor for The Gabba Ward, listed this location as a priority for installation in this financial year. The sign was installed in late November 2018.

Consultation

24.
Councillor Jonathan Sri, Councillor for The Gabba Ward, has been consulted and does not support the recommendation.


Customer impact
25.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.
26.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Nicole Johnston dissenting.

27.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.
Attachment A
Draft response

Petition Reference: CA18/847548
Thank you for your petition requesting Council improve the safety of the pedestrian crossing at the intersection of Stanley Street East and Withington Street, East Brisbane.

Your feedback about motorists failing to give way has been noted. Advanced warning signage with orange highlighted target boards and pavement markings are in place to help raise awareness of the zebra crossing. Sight lines on approach to the zebra crossing have been reviewed and are considered to be sufficient for motorists to observe any pedestrians approaching or waiting to cross. The location of the bus stop has also been reviewed, and given the short duration that any buses would be stopped and that it is more than 60 metres from the zebra crossing, it is not considered to create any safety concerns.

While zebra crossings give priority to pedestrians over vehicles, it is important that pedestrians ensure drivers have seen them and are stopped or in the process of stopping before they enter the roadway. The official Queensland Government crash history has been reviewed and there have been no reported incidents involving pedestrians in the past five years.

Your feedback about lighting at the zebra crossing has been noted. On 4 October 2018, Council undertook a night inspection of the pedestrian crossing lighting at the intersection of Stanley Street East and Withington Street. Upon inspection it was found the existing lighting was functioning correctly and the lighting illuminating the crossing met lighting levels as specified within the Australian Standard (AS) AS/NZS1158.4 ‑ Lighting of pedestrian crossings. Based on the results of the inspection, Council has no current plans to take further action regarding the pedestrian crossing lighting.

Your request for the crossing to be compliant with the Queensland Government’s Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) has been noted. Zebra crossings in Brisbane are installed in line with the requirements outlined in the Queensland Government’s Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and in conjunction with AS 1742.10-2009.

There are specific guidelines within the AS as to where such crossings are appropriate with consideration to approach speeds, consistency of pedestrian demand, available sight distance and local environmental factors. However, the MUTCD is an evolving document and facilities which have been installed in previous years may no longer meet the current guidelines. 

Under the current AS, new zebra crossings cannot be installed on multi-lane one-way streets. In addition, it is a requirement under the AS that the approach road to a zebra crossing must have a maximum speed of 50 km/h or lower. As the speed limit on Stanley Street East is 60 km/h, the zebra crossing would not meet the current requirements and would need to be removed entirely if any modifications or a relocation was to occur. 

However, to determine if the current speed limit is appropriate for this section of Stanley Street East, Council commissioned an independent speed limit review this year. The results of this review recommended that 60 km/h should be retained. For the reasons outlined above, Council does not propose to relocate or remove the pedestrian crossing at this time.

Council’s Light Emitting Diode (LED) Road Signs program involves the installation of LED road signs to improve safety on Brisbane’s suburban streets and helps to highlight road facilities such as pedestrian crossings. LED signs are prioritised by the respective ward councillors and Councillor Jonathan Sri, the councillor for The Gabba Ward, listed this location as a priority for installation in this financial year. The sign was installed in late November 2018.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Kiran Sreedharan, Senior Transport Network Officer, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 1178.

ADOPTED

C
PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL URGENTLY TAKE UP THE QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT’S OFFER TO WIDEN (NOT RAISE) THE LOW RAIL BRIDGE SEPARATING SHERWOOD AND CORINDA 

CA18/945166, CA18/1057657 and CA18/1070792
759/2018-19

28.
Three petitions from residents, requesting Council urgently take up the Queensland Government’s offer to widen (not raise) the low rail bridge separating Sherwood and Corinda were presented to the meeting of Council held on 27 November 2018, by Councillor Nicole Johnston, and received.

29.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

30.
Council has received three petitions requesting Council urgently take up the Queensland Government’s offer to widen (not raise) the low rail bridge separating Sherwood and Corinda. One petition (CA18/945166) contains five signatures. All of the petitioners live in Tennyson Ward. The second petition (CA18/1057657) contains 540 signatures. Of the petitioners, 407 live in Tennyson Ward, 109 live in other wards of the City of Brisbane and 24 live outside the City of Brisbane. The third petition (CA18/1070792) contains 410 signatures. Of the petitioners, 333 live in Tennyson Ward, 76 live in other wards of the City of Brisbane and one lives outside the City of Brisbane.

31.
The petitioners are requesting Council work with the Queensland Government to widen the rail bridge between Martindale and Jerrold Streets, Corinda, which they state is a major source of congestion on the Oxley Road corridor.

32.
Oxley Road is considered to be an arterial road under Council’s road hierarchy which connects major centres of the city and forms an important link in Brisbane’s bus and freight network. Due to the road’s function, high volumes of traffic are expected. There are two Council bus routes operating on Oxley Road. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map.

33.
To plan for future road improvements to the Oxley Road corridor, the land required is being preserved through building setbacks from adjoining properties as development occurs. 

34.
These planned improvements may include the potential future upgrade of the rail underpass between Martindale Street and Jerrold Street, Corinda (Corinda rail overpass). Widening of Oxley Road in the vicinity of the Corinda rail overpass is dependent on the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) upgrading the rail overpass. 
35.
The petitioners’ request for Council to take up the Queensland Government’s offer to widen the rail bridge has been noted. The Lord Mayor received a letter from the Honourable Mark Bailey MP, Minister for Transport and Main Roads, in June 2018 requesting that Council commit funding to a joint project with the Queensland Government to upgrade the road network surrounding the rail bridge. 

36.
The Lord Mayor responded in June 2018 advising that as the rail bridge is owned and controlled by the Queensland Government, Council was unable to commit funding to a proposed project until a formal funding commitment was provided. To date, Council has not received a formal proposal in the form of a Memorandum of Understanding from the Queensland Government and as such, investigation work to plan and design the necessary requirements to upgrade the rail and road network in the vicinity of the rail bridge has not progressed. 

37.
In response to these petitions, Council has written to the Queensland Government to confirm their position on committing funds to investigate the required traffic management works to widen the rail bridge on Oxley Road.

Consultation

38.
Councillor Nicole Johnston, Councillor for Tennyson Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
39.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.
40.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

41.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft response

Petition References: CA18/945166, CA18/1057657 and CA18/1070792

Thank you for your petitions requesting Council urgently take up the Queensland Government’s offer to widen (not raise) the low rail bridge separating Sherwood and Corinda.

To plan for future road improvements to the Oxley Road corridor, the land required is being preserved through building setbacks from adjoining properties as development occurs. 

These planned improvements may include the potential future upgrade of the rail underpass between Martindale Street and Jerrold Street, Corinda (Corinda rail overpass). Widening of Oxley Road in the vicinity of the Corinda rail overpass is dependent on the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) upgrading the rail overpass. 

Your request for Council to take up the Queensland Government’s offer to widen the rail bridge has been noted. The Lord Mayor received a letter from the Honourable Mark Bailey MP, Minister for Transport and Main Roads, in June 2018 requesting that Council commit funding to a joint project with the Queensland Government to upgrade the road network surrounding the rail bridge. 

The Lord Mayor responded in June 2018 advising that as the rail bridge is owned and controlled by the Queensland Government, Council was unable to commit funding to a proposed project until a formal funding commitment was provided. To date, Council has not received a formal proposal in the form of a Memorandum of Understanding from the Queensland Government and as such, investigation work to plan and design the necessary requirements to upgrade the rail and road network in the vicinity of the rail bridge has not progressed. 

In response to these petitions, Council has written to the Queensland Government to confirm their position on committing funds to investigate the required traffic management works to widen the rail bridge on Oxley Road.

Please let the other petitioners know of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Damian Burke, Senior Strategic Transport Planner, Road Network Planning, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3403 7676.

Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED

D
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL CLOSE THE END OF GREENTREES AVENUE, KENMORE HILLS, LEADING ONTO RAFTING GROUND ROAD

CA19/35807
760/2018-19

42.
A petition from residents, requesting Council close the end of Greentrees Avenue, Kenmore Hills, leading onto Rafting Ground Road was received during the Summer Recess 2018-19. 

43.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

44.
The petition contains 63 signatures requesting Council close the end of Greentrees Avenue, Kenmore Hills, leading onto Rafting Ground Road. All of the petitioners live on Greentrees Avenue or on local roads which connect directly to it.

45.
The petitioners are concerned about the volume and speed of non-local traffic on Greentrees and Jacaranda Avenues following the sealing of Gap Creek Road in 2010. The petitioners are requesting that the western end of Greentrees Avenue be fully closed to force through traffic onto Rafting Ground and Brookfield Roads. 

46.
Greentrees and Jacaranda Avenues have 50 km/h speed limits and are considered to be neighbourhood roads in Council’s road hierarchy, providing access to local residential properties. There are three Council bus routes which travel along Greentrees and Jacaranda Avenues, though none would be affected by a closure of the western end of Greentrees Avenue. Attachment B submitted on file) shows a locality map.

47.
There are three existing traffic calming speed platforms on Greentrees Avenue which have been in place for more than 10 years. Speed platforms help to deter non-local traffic and moderate vehicle speeds. ‘Stop’ control signs and line markings are in place at the Greentrees Avenue and Rafting Ground Road, and Jacaranda Avenue and Brookfield Road intersections. These controls recognise Rafting Ground and Brookfield Roads as the priority traffic routes, and vehicles exiting onto Rafting Ground or Brookfield Roads are required to stop and observe oncoming traffic until it is safe to enter the intersection and/or turn onto Rafting Ground or Brookfield Roads. Attachment C (submitted on file) shows a map of these facilities.

48.
The petitioners’ request to close the western end of Greentrees Avenue has been noted. Permanent road closures of this nature have a significant impact on the access of local residents and emergency services. Council has reviewed the effect of this closure and the impact would be very high on residents located to the south and east of Greentrees Avenue. All trips between residential streets with direct access to Greentrees Avenue, and the residential areas to the south and adjoining Rafting Ground Road, would be forced to travel an additional two kilometres. The petitioners’ request would therefore reduce local connectivity, which is important for providing alternative access routes and resilience for road networks, particularly in constrained areas such as Kenmore Hills. Alternative access routes are particularly important in maintaining serviceability of the network during emergency situations where it is imperative that emergency services vehicles can directly access affected areas without delay.

49.
Traffic counts have been conducted in March 2019, with two counters placed on Greentrees Avenue either side of its intersection with Jacaranda Avenue and one placed on Jacaranda Avenue, to evaluate the traffic speed and volume. The highest average daily traffic volume of approximately 1,500 vehicles per day (v/d) was recorded on Greentrees Avenue to the west of its intersection with Jacaranda Avenue. This traffic volume is reflective of the neighbourhood access function of Greentrees Avenue and is considered appropriate due to its connectivity within the surrounding network.  For reference, Brookfield Road, which is part of the major road network for the locality, carries over 5,000 v/d. The traffic speed data on Greentrees Avenue identified that 85% of all vehicles are travelling at or below 52 km/h which shows good compliance with the existing speed limit. The speed platforms are considered to contribute to the low speed environment. 

50.
As the existing speed platforms already provide an adequate deterrent to non-local traffic and the closure of the road would unreasonably impact resident access, Council does not support the petitioners’ proposal to permanently close Greentrees Avenue at the intersection with Rafting Ground Road.

51.
The petitioners’ feedback about motorists speeding and failing to stop at the intersections of Greentrees Avenue and Rafting Ground Road, and Jacaranda Avenue and Brookfield Road has been noted.

52.
Council has reviewed the official Queensland Government crash history over the last 10 years. Four crashes were identified in this period however, the crash data does not suggest significant traffic safety risks for this corridor, as traffic speed or volume has not been identified as a contributing factor in any of the reported crashes. 

53.
Failure to observe a ‘stop’ control at an intersection and speeding are driver behaviour issues which can be mitigated by enforcement through the Queensland Police Service (QPS). As such, any incidents of vehicles speeding or failing to stop should be reported to the QPS via Policelink on 131 444 for targeted enforcement.


Consultation

54.
Councillor Kate Richards, Councillor for Pullenvale Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
55.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.
56.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

57.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft response

Petition Reference: CA19/35807

Thank you for your petition requesting Council close the end of Greentrees Avenue, Kenmore Hills, leading onto Rafting Ground Road.

There are three existing traffic calming speed platforms on Greentrees Avenue which have been in place for more than 10 years. Speed platforms help to deter non-local traffic and moderate vehicle speeds. ‘Stop’ control signs and line markings are in place at the Greentrees Avenue and Rafting Ground Road, and Jacaranda Avenue and Brookfield Road intersections. These controls recognise Rafting Ground and Brookfield Roads as the priority traffic routes, and vehicles exiting onto Rafting Ground or Brookfield Roads are required to stop and observe oncoming traffic until it is safe to enter the intersection and/or turn onto Rafting Ground or Brookfield Roads.

Your request to close the western end of Greentrees Avenue has been noted. Permanent road closures of this nature have a significant impact on the access of local residents and emergency services. Council has reviewed the effect of this closure and the impact would be very high on residents located to the south and east of Greentrees Avenue. All trips between residential streets with direct access to Greentrees Avenue, and the residential areas to the south and adjoining Rafting Ground Road, would be forced to travel an additional two kilometres. Your request would therefore reduce local connectivity, which is important for providing alternative access routes and resilience for road networks, particularly in constrained areas such as Kenmore Hills. Alternative access routes are particularly important in maintaining serviceability of the network during emergency situations where it is imperative that emergency services vehicles can directly access affected areas without delay.

Traffic counts have been conducted in March 2019, with two counters placed on Greentrees Avenue either side of its intersection with Jacaranda Avenue and one placed on Jacaranda Avenue, to evaluate the traffic speed and volume. The highest average daily traffic volume of approximately 1,500 vehicles per day (v/d) was recorded on Greentrees Avenue to the west of its intersection with Jacaranda Avenue. This traffic volume is reflective of the neighbourhood access function of Greentrees Avenue and is considered appropriate due to its connectivity within the surrounding network.  For reference, Brookfield Road, which is part of the major road network for the locality, carries over 5,000 v/d. The traffic speed data on Greentrees Avenue identified that 85% of all vehicles are travelling at or below 52 km/h which shows good compliance with the existing speed limit. The speed platforms are considered to contribute to the low speed environment.

As the existing speed platforms already provide an adequate deterrent to non-local traffic and the closure of the road would unreasonably impact resident access, Council does not support your proposal to permanently close Greentrees Avenue at the intersection with Rafting Ground Road.

Your feedback about motorists speeding and failing to stop at the intersections of Greentrees Avenue and Rafting Ground Road, and Jacaranda Avenue and Brookfield Road has been noted.

Council has reviewed the official Queensland Government crash history over the last 10 years. The crash data does not suggest significant traffic safety risks for this corridor, as traffic speed or volume has not been identified as a contributing factor in any of the four crashes identified during that time. 

Failure to observe a ‘stop’ control at an intersection and speeding are driver behaviour issues which can be mitigated by enforcement through the Queensland Police Service (QPS). As such, any incidents of vehicles speeding or failing to stop should be reported to the QPS via Policelink on 131 444 for targeted enforcement.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Kevin Chen, Senior Transport Network Officer, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 2019.

ADOPTED

CITY PLANNING COMMITTEE

Councillor Matthew BOURKE, Chair of the City Planning Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven TOOMEY, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 14 May 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate?

Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much, Mr Chair. Just before I get to the Committee report that we have before us, just a couple of items. I advised Committee this morning that the Development Assessment Summary Report that’s emailed to ward offices on a daily basis of changes in application statuses, new applications and so on and such forth, hadn’t gone out today or yesterday due to a glitch in the automation system. 


Councillors will have received that for today this afternoon. We have found a workaround and we are able to get that information to Councillors. So that’s gone to your ward office email addresses and I believe it is the compiled email for the last two days. 


Turning to some good news, Mr Chair, Plan your Brisbane, that fantastic engagement exercise that this Administration undertook with the residents of Brisbane has again received due recognition, Mr Chair. 

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor BOURKE:
Due recognition and the Labor Party can bleat all they want about it, Mr Chair, because we know that they don’t like engaging with the people and seeking the views and feedback that the residents of Brisbane. 

Councillor interjecting. 

Councillor BOURKE:
They refer to it as just a game, thank you LORD MAYOR. They refer to it as just a game. Well it isn’t just a game, it was an exercise and engagement in listening and understanding the views and the desires of the residents of Brisbane on how they would like to see our city grow into the future. 


So it’s my pleasure to present—I’ll present it to the LORD MAYOR, he’s right here—the award from the Property Council for Innovation and Excellence for Plan your Brisbane. This isn’t the State award, Mr Chair, this is the national award from the Property Council. So having won the State award, we are now winning the national award for Innovation and Excellence for Plan your Brisbane.

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor BOURKE:
This goes with the other national—the other State awards—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors will be heard in silence.

Councillor BOURKE:
This goes with the other State awards that Plan your Brisbane has won and now is the first national award as well as the international commendation that we got just last week as well. So Plan your Brisbane, there you go LORD MAYOR, congratulations. Plan your Brisbane is now a multi award winning exercise in engagement, in discussing planning issues with the residents of a city.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor BOURKE:
As I say, it is a multi-award-winning engagement process in how we engage with residents, how we listen to their views and then how we respond to help protect the lifestyle that Brisbane is so well-renowned for. As I said, it beat in the national category a range of other projects across the city including Development.I which was the Sunshine Coast’s new PD Online version that they put forward which is a really innovative project but it’s great that the Property Council has seen fit to acknowledge the fantastic work that’s been done as part of Plan your Brisbane. 


I want to take this opportunity to particularly thank the chief planner in Brisbane City Council but also all of the Council officers who have worked on this project. It is an ongoing project so while Plan your Brisbane itself and Brisbane’s Future Blueprint have been rolling out over the last 18 months to two years, it is an ongoing project and I want to thank them and commend them for all the fantastic work that they have done.


Just turning very quickly to the Committee report, Mr Chair, it was a Committee report on Botanica. So Botanica ran this year, Mr Chair, without the Commonwealth Games. Of course, last year when Botanica was on, it was put on as part of the Commonwealth Games Festival of Events that sat around that fantastic event that was here in the State of Queensland. 


It opened for its 10 days on 10 May, ran through to 19 May, Mr Chair. Down in the City Botanic Gardens and it was a fantastic opportunity with the majority of the artworks and presentations being provided by local artists. It was a fantastic opportunity to engage with local residents, to engage with universities but also those local artists to display their artworks in a fantastic outdoor gallery.


You do not get many opportunities when you’re an artist to use a space like the City Botanic Gardens and there was a fantastic opportunity for those particular artists that were selected. In particular, I want to just acknowledge Waste Piles by Five Mile Radius and this was an installation that was installed into one of the grass lawns. It was pieces of waste, be it construction waste or commercial waste or residential waste that was collected within a distance of the City Botanic Gardens and then formulated into artwork and seating installations as part of Botanica. 


We also had Circle Work which was a creative use of the lawn spaces in the City Botanic Gardens where sections weren’t mown for a period of time to actually give some depth and effect to the various lawn areas. Also to help interpret and let people take their shoes off and walk through longer grass which is something that people don’t often get the chance to do, Mr Chair.


So it really was a fantastic exhibition. The crowd numbers are still being finalised, but we expect that there will be as many people this year as there was last year given the first few days. That first weekend was superb in terms of the attendance and I know that there is going to be another presentation about this when we get to budget. I look forward to continuing this fantastic project that is Botanica into the future as part of what this Council does to create more to see and do for the residents of Brisbane.

Chair:
Further debate? 
There being none, I’ll put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the City Planning Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Matthew Bourke (Chair), Councillor Steven Toomey (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Adam Allan, Jared Cassidy and Jonathan Sri. 

APOLOGY:
Councillor Angela Owen.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – BOTANICA 2019

761/2018-19

1.
Omar Barragan, Urban Design Manager, Design Brisbane, City Planning and Economic Development, City Planning and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide information on Botanica 2019. He provided the information below.
2.
Botanica is an outdoor contemporary art exhibition which showcases a series of installations set against the natural landscapes of the City Botanic Gardens. A signature event of the inaugural Brisbane Art Design (BAD) festival, the 10-day exhibition opened on 10 May and will conclude on 19 May 2019.

3.
Now in its second year, the diverse program of artwork responds to the theme of ‘Remnant Landscapes (past and future)’ considering what the world looked like before us and imagining the present condition from a future reflective perspective. 

4.
Examples of artworks that are currently on display around the City Botanic Gardens (the gardens) include the following.

-
Waste Piles by Five Mile Radius: An installation featuring seating blocks constructed from discarded by-products of construction.

-
Circle Work (resting) by Julie-Anne Milinski: Circular areas of lawn that have been removed from routine maintenance and allowed to grow wild.

-
Vulgaris by Ross Manning: Installation of light, sound and movement exploring the hidden sonic landscape within the gardens.
5.
A key feature of Botanica is the partnership that has been established between Council and educational institutions including Griffith University’s Queensland College of Art, Queensland University of Technology (QUT) and Queensland Art Teachers Association (QATA). In addition to providing sponsorship, Griffith University offered artistic support with its students participating in installations and its lecturer and artist, Kellie O’Dempsey, creating live performance drawings at the gardens. QUT similarly participated and supported the event together with Post Datum, a student-run artist collective based at QUT, which arranged an installation of floating acrylic mirrors at the gardens. QATA representatives also attended a professional development tour of Botanica.
6.
Along with the artwork installations, Botanica offers a public program of workshops, artist talks, tours and live performances. Guided tours have been conducted daily, with additional twilight tours available on Friday evenings. 

7.
The Botanica VIP Launch Event was held on Thursday 9 May 2019 and provided opportunities for attendees to engage with the curator and participating artists and attend a preview tour.

8.
Since its launch, Botanica 2019 has been well attended with approximately 4,000 visitors attending the gardens on Friday 10 May 2019, followed by 3,000 and 4,500 visitors attending on Saturday 11 May 2019 and Sunday 12 May 2019 respectively. 

9.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Barragan for his informative presentation.

10.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

ENVIRONMENT, PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

Councillor Fiona HAMMOND, Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kate RICHARDS, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 14 May 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Any debate? 

Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chair. At the Committee on 14 May, we had a presentation from Council officers on the Brisbane Garden Plant Expo. Firstly, I would like to thank all the residents who attended. The numbers were massive despite the very, very wet weekend on 16 and 17 March at the beautiful Doomben Racecourse, Ascot, for the second year in a row. 


We also had six petitions come through Council, a petition requesting Council fund the installation of a mountain bide facility at a park at Mount Crosby, a petition requesting Council remove trees planted in Neata Street Park, Corinda. Two petitions requesting the construction of a car park in parkland in Inala and a petition requesting additional car parking at Ferny Grove Aqua Park and finally a petition requesting the removal of a gazebo located in the Avenue Park in Sunnybank Hills. I look forward to the debate. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor STRUNK.
Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Listen, I rise to speak on the two petitions before us.
Seriatim - Clause D
	Councillor Charles STRUNK requested that Clause D, PETITIONS – REQUESTING COUNCIL APPROVE BLUE FIN FISHING CLUB TO LEASE PART OF HOCK DAVIS PARK, INALA, FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A CAR PARK FOR THEIR MEMBERS AND COMMUNITY USE, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.


Councillor STRUNK:
Listen, I rise to speak on this petition or petitions that requested—that Blue Fin Fishing Club requested, that a parcel of land directly behind the Fishing Club be considered to be used for a car park under a leasing arrangement with Brisbane City Council through—which is held in trust from the State Government. 


I had a delegation come and see me some months ago in regard to an issue that they were having at the club and their issue is that their growth has been remarkable over the last number of years which I’m sure a lot of clubs would greatly want to have. The Blue Fin Fishing Club is the largest sport and recreation fishing club in Queensland—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors will be heard in silence please. 
Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you. Thank you, Mr Chair. It’s the largest sport and recreational fishing club in Queensland. It has many, many thousands of members and of course there’s a lot of people that actually aren’t necessarily members of the club like a leagues club or some other club, that use the facility for I suppose coming out and having a good night out. 


There are quite a lot of sportsmen or fishermen that actually undertake all sorts of type fishing, even deep-sea fishing. On an annual basis they have a competition that goes and then there’s a big annual event at the end of the year, a trophy evening which again the place is packed. 


So when they came and saw me and said listen, we have problems with parking because we want to be a good neighbour and a lot of our patrons are having to park out on the road, both sides and we think that this is not really safe for their patrons and also passing traffic. So they thought this may be a way of overcoming that. 


They did give me the background in regard to other ways to increase the parking space within or close to the club which didn’t pan out. They had offered to buy a number of properties from business owners and things like that to try to convert those properties into parking but that didn’t pan out. So this was their last resort really to ask the Brisbane City Council to consider that a portion of a park which is directly behind them be considered to be used for car parking. 


They were prepared to actually construct the car park, do some drainage. There was going to be major drainage that to be overcome as well. That they would actually maintain the space as well for whatever lease period that the Council awarded them and even consider—not consider, they even offered to cut the grass in the rest of the park and maintain the rest of the park as well. So they were very generous in what they were offering Council.


Now to Council’s credit, they asked for me to actually facilitate a meeting with the Lord Mayor, former Lord Mayor, Graham Quirk. That took place in his office and it was scheduled to go for around about 15 to 20 minutes and it went for 45. So they got a really fair hearing. I think the Lord Mayor was impressed with their presentation but sadly, they didn’t get the response that they wanted. 


However, another option was available to them that they would be able to use the space temporarily and then—while they were maybe constructing maybe another tier or putting a tier on the existing car park area to give them additional car parking. 


Anyways, they thought about that and then Council made contact—Council officers made contact with them and they were offered or said that there may be another pathway, not using the park but some Council land that was not part of the park along with maybe some land that one of the church’s uses behind one of the churches which is pretty much disused as well so that they would help maybe negotiate or come into some sort of arrangement. 


I don’t know what the outcome of that is. I have been told because it’s important that this club, the only club within the Inala suburb right, and a very large club which has been going for 60 years now, be allowed to continue to grow to support the needs of a growing community, especially those areas that are continuing to grow in the Richlands area as well. 


So I said to them I would make the commitment that I would support the petition which I’m continuing to undertake so that we won’t be supporting the recommendation for the petition. I do appreciate all the work that Council has done to try to help facilitate an outcome, but we won’t be supporting the petition. So thank you, Mr Chair. 

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. I rise to speak on item C.
Seriatim - Clause C
	Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON requested that Clause C, PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL REMOVE THE TREES THAT WERE PLANTED IN NEATA STREET PARK, BEHIND HOMES IN NEATA STREET, CORINDA, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.


Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I rise to speak on this issue about the trees in Neata Street Park in Corinda. This is a really unfortunate situation in my view and it really should never, ever have happened. Council decided that it was going—well it advised me it was going to plan some 200 trees across 23 parks, I think it was, in my ward. I got a one-line email from Council. I thought alright well that sounds like about 10 trees in each park and perhaps I should have written back to the arborist saying list all the trees, list all the parks, list all the species but it was such an innocuous email. 


Normally they come out and brief me. I get a map, they show me where the trees are going to go and that process, the standard process that has been happening for 10 years wasn’t followed last year and I got this pretty much one‑line email. So it seemed to me it was a fairly minor exercise of putting a few trees in here and there. Unfortunately, in two adjoining parks, so there’s Neata Street Park which immediately adjoins Archer Street Park and it’s on the banks of Oxley Creek in the back end of Corinda just across from the Oxley Creek Common. 


So there’s about 60 trees that were planted in Neata Street Park and another 60 trees that were planted in Archer Street Park. So in an area that had beautiful open space from the residents’ point of view, Council just jammed in 120 trees without telling anybody into that one single space. Council considers it two parks, but it does not look like two parks and you ask the residents and they wouldn’t think it’s two parks either. 


So immediately when this started happening, the residents contacted me. Most of these trees or a lot of these trees, I’m sorry not most of them, a lot of these trees were planted immediately on people’s back fences. So it’s going to have impacts on—as these trees get bigger, their roots are going to start encroaching and there’s a couple of really big trees that have been planted adjacent to the house at the end of Cliveden Avenue which backs onto this park as well. 


So the negotiations with Council did get a few trees removed and we asked for them just to be relocated in other parks where, you know, I gave some suggestions and the Council officers had some and we moved those—I think it was about 14 trees, we moved those 14 trees pretty easily. 


Really, I think a few more should have been done at that time. The residents weren’t happy that that went far enough. Council then refused to consider any more of my requests and the residents’ requests so we did a petition and all of the residents who back onto this park signed that asking for more of the trees to be removed. 


Now I certainly, and I was upfront with the residents, I don’t support all of the trees being removed. Certainly, you know planting trees is a great thing for our environment, however, you want to plant trees where they will be loved, supported, nurtured by local residents where they add value to the local environment. I mean this park, the reason it’s so open is the Pony Club is right next door. 


It floods—there’s significant flooding through here and that’s two or three times a year. It’s got some major overland flow issues and the residents rightly have pointed out that the reason half the trees got washed away last time was because of the flooding. That’s caused the most damage. So they plant these trees, the floods come through, it knocks the trees down and then we go back. So this is a recurring cycle. It’s just that this time it was extremely extensive. 


So look, I feel very disappointed that we’ve been unable to negotiate a better outcome here. It’s—you know we’ve got a different arborist in south region now and that’s been a breath of fresh air, I can tell you. She’s engaging, she talks to people—I don’t want to put the mozz on the poor woman but she’s willing to talk. 

You know she’s done certain things I’m not happy with because you know she’s an arborist and a tree expert but she’s always been willing to engage and she’s negotiated some very good solutions for us. I honestly wish she was here last year when we were doing this and we might have got a more practical outcome than previously. 

So all I can say to the residents is I don’t support what Council are saying here. I believe we could have found or negotiated a more practical outcome that retained some of the trees but removed those particularly next to the home in Cliveden Avenue. They’re very large. I believe they’re silky oak trees. They’re going to get huge and I don’t want to see their fence, their slab, their property impacted by large trees close to their boundary.


So to the residents, I’m sorry to say that Council is not listening to you on this occasion. I do not support the decision that is before us today. I certainly wanted to work further with Council to remove more of these trees and to find a more workable outcome that helped our environment and also respected the residents’ views in this area. 


I’m disappointed—I mean I gave my comments to Council. This petition came in October last year as this was happening right, as it was happening when we could have made changes. It took Council three months to get the petition response to me. I replied to that on 21 January and it’s now the end of May.


It’s taken four months since I gave my comments to Council for them to even bring the petition forward. That’s a reflection on the former chairman who you know wasn’t real keen on dealing with me at all but for the poor residents of this area, you know four months of nothing happening is just not right. 


So I just say this whole process has not been handled well. These are real people with families, with lives who have to deal with significant local flooding issues regularly and I’m disappointed on their behalf that we’ve been unable to negotiate you know a more conciliatory outcome that can achieve both our purposes on this occasion. I will not be supporting the recommendation before us today.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
There being none—Councillor TOOMEY.

Councillor TOOMEY:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on item E, the petition surrounding the Ferny Grove Aqua Park. Mr Chair, this Administration is about creating more things to see and do and I have to honestly admit that the Ferny Grove Aqua Park is definitely one of those places with more things to do. Things like water play, adventure play, open space, there’s picnic shelters, barbeques. It’s a fantastic new space for the city and I know that many of the residents from The Gap and also the adjoining Enoggera Ward, Chair, as well as Moreton Shire are also enjoying that space. 


Subsequently, when the park opened in December last year, the city was hit with a record number of days over 32. At no time in the city’s history have we ever seen so many days where the temperature actually got above 32 degrees. The waterpark at Ferny Grove actually provided a place for families from Ferny Grove and further afield as far as Algester some residents were coming that I’d met there to escape the heat. 


I know that on the opening day there were around 500 families that came along to escape the heat and what a better way to do it than with the bucket dump, the sprayers and also the water cannons that are out there. I know you and I, Chair, had fun when we joined the Ferny Grove State School when they opened that park. It was a great day.


It’s very clear the high levels of patronage were in response to the summer heat and my preference for the space had always been around providing a balance between play and car parking. The project itself actually delivered 110% increase on available spaces. 


However, given the petition that’s before us today, I have been monitoring the available parking spaces across the honeymoon period for the playground and I have actually brought in some photos. So I might submit them if I may as evidence—
Chair:
Billy, could you take those images from Councillor TOOMEY when he’s ready please?

When you’re ready.

Councillor TOOMEY:
Thank you. I did note that as the temperatures dropped, the available car parking spaces actually increased which is what one would expect. There is an opportunity in the space, Chair, to increase some available parking. There are a number of constraints on the site and many of the residents that I’ve spoken to about this issue are aware of those constraints. 


I do support the recommendation of the petition and as well I’ll be supporting any addition for additional parking spaces within the budget but I have also engaged with Council officers to look to see what we can do to provide some short-term parking relief via the Footpath and Parks Trust Fund. I have to honestly admit I look forward to continually providing these fantastic play spaces for residents in Ferny Grove and Keperra that do provide residents of Brisbane with more to see and do. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
Councillor RICHARDS.

Councillor RICHARDS:
Thank you, Chair. I rise to speak on item B, the petition regarding the mountain bike facility at Jack Kerr Court Park or Platypus Park at Mount Crosby. Look, Chair, there is a substantial amount of children that live out in that area. You’re looking at probably around the 4,000 of the residents in those suburbs of Karana Downs and that Mount Crosby close-knit community. 


Yes, there is a high need for some sort of mountain biking facility for the area out there. Albeit we do have Kholo and a lot of reserve that connects through into Lake Manchester which do have open areas to ride but this is more about a beginning area for kids to actually learn the skills of mountain biking facilities which has been fortunate that we’ve actually had the Council’s Brisbane off‑road cycling plan project that was a citywide initiative to provide off-road cycling facilities for children, adults and families within our bushland reserves and parks, which will include mountain bike riding, skills tracks and jumps.


The good thing about that it was an online survey conducted from 12 March 2019 to 10 April. We’ve received a lot of feedback during that time as well. The benefit of that is that we will include the Jack Kerr Court park and Platypus Park, Mt Crosby as part of the draft Brisbane Off-road Cycling Concept plans and I know the head petitioner is very excited to hear that. He’s been included as part of that communication and feedback loop on that particular item.


Now, the other item I just wanted to talk about specifically more along the lines from the bushland aspect is the petition about Neata Street Park, which is item C. Look, you know, Chair, I do live in a ward that is significantly magnificent for the aspects of bushland and I do know this particular area quite well, having lived over in that area of town for many years before moving out to Pullenvale. I appreciate there’s some concerns from the local Councillor and I acknowledge that but what I want to put on record, which is, you know, from my perspective about the bushland there is those homes do look out on to bushland and yes, there are some open spaces.


But more specifically there’s trees that were already there and the ones that were planted were up to 8 metres from boundaries and the ones that were asked to be removed were ones that were actually behind the properties. So in terms of trying to create that open space facilities, the trees that were actually planted through the middle area weren’t asked to be removed. It was ones that were at the back of the boundaries of properties which, when you look at this and you look at the landscape that’s already there, the assumption anyone would make is that it’s about trying to maintain their views or possibly their property values because of the trees impacting their view would impact their value later on.


So I just want to put on record that this Council is about appreciating the greenspace, creating further opportunities for more offset tree planting for the areas and certainly not impacting or restricting communities with the use of that greenspace. Now, there is a waterway corridor through that area as well so these trees were placed in an area through the middle of the space through where the water does flow. So it certainly would help and prevent a lot more damage that would’ve occurred prior when flooding did happen.


So I just wanted to put that on record that we are supporting the greenspace and the communities with offset tree planting. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
There being none, Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chairman.


Just briefly to sum up on some of the items that Councillor STRUNK said on item B. There were actually three petitions put in. We did have to pull them. One is coming back through next week and Councillor STRUNK is aware of that. The two petitions were for the car park that was, in this petition, to put in the Council parkland. We’ve got to acknowledge there is a car park for—yes, it is a very large club, a very successful large fishing club—there is a car park next to their clubhouse and there’s also another club car park close by so with lots and plenty of street parking.


The third petition, which will be coming through Council next week, I just want to put that to the record, was a petition against turning a Council park into a car park. This is our preferred option and also the local residents surrounding the area didn’t want their local park to be put into a car park. So on saying that, thank you, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Thanks, Councillor HAMMOND.


Alright. I’ll now put the resolution—excuse me, everybody. This is for A, B, E and F.

Clauses A, B, E and F put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clauses A, B, E and F of the report of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Chair:
Item C. 
Clause C put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause C of the report of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Charles STRUNK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 24 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, Norm WYNDHAM, and the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, and Jonathan SRI.
NOES: 1 -
Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON.

Chair:
All those in favour of item D say aye.
Clause D put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause D of the report of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Kara COOK and Charles STRUNK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, Norm WYNDHAM, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 5 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, and Charles STRUNK.
The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Fiona Hammond (Chair), Councillor Kate Richards (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Nicole Johnston, and James Mackay. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:
Councillor Steve Griffiths.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – BRISBANE GARDEN AND PLANT EXPO 

762/2018-19

1.
Lachlan Carkeet, Parks and Natural Resources Manager, Parks and Natural Resources Team, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide an update on the Brisbane Garden and Plant Expo 2019. He provided the information below.
2.
The inaugural Brisbane Garden and Plant Expo was held on 16 and 17 March 2019 at Doomben Racecourse, Ascot. Council was an event partner for 2018 and 2019. This year, Council’s display stand won a Bronze Award and showcased Brisbane’s urban forest, waste minimisation and Botanic Gardens’ education activities. 

3.
Council’s dedicated speaker area included urban forest talks, waste minimisation demonstrations and live wildlife shows. 

4.
The display provided information on how trees in our streets, parks and backyards cool our suburbs through shade and evaporation and included a display of species used as street trees.

5.
Trees enhance our physical and mental health and enrich our ‘sense of place’ in the world. Council’s display stand included a number of kitchen garden plants. 

6. 
Council’s display included native plants which encourage wildlife into suburban gardens and help protect Brisbane’s rich biodiversity while providing habitat for iconic wildlife.

7.
Visitors at the Brisbane Garden and Plant Expo were shown composting techniques and the benefits of using compost in the garden. There were examples of worm farms and how to use the liquid from the worms. 

8.
Botanic Gardens Education Officers provided a colourful display and hands-on activities for children. Visitors were asked to enter a competition to win a fully planted ‘Composta’, including central worm farm, by sharing their tree story, favourite tree or gardening tip.

9.
The Brisbane Garden and Plant Expo had a dedicated stage area for guest speakers. Geckoes Wildlife provided a roaming wildlife show, composting and worm farming demonstrations along with seed bomb and companion planning workshops.

10.
Dale Arvidsson, Botanic Gardens Curator, presented on iconic trees in Brisbane’s botanic gardens, parks and streets and provided information on how growing Brisbane’s urban forest starts in the backyard. 

11.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Carkeet for his informative presentation.

12.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

B
PETITION – Requesting thAT Council fund the installation of a mountain bike facility at Jack Kerr Court Park or Platypus Park, Mt Crosby

CA18/887593

763/2018-19

13.
A petition from residents requesting that Council fund the installation of a mountain bike facility at Jack Kerr Court Park or Platypus Park, Mt Crosby, was received during the Spring Recess 2018. 
14.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

15.
The petition contains 130 signatures. 

16.
Off-road cycling is currently permitted on designated facilities within parks and natural areas across the city, in accordance with Council’s Public Land and Council Assets Local Law 2014 and OS11 Park Use Guidelines. Mountain bike riding is permitted on designated trails in Mt Coot-tha Forest, Toohey Forest Park, Boondall Wetlands and Bayside Parklands.
17.
Council’s Brisbane Off-Road Cycling Plan project (the project) is a citywide initiative to provide off‑road cycling facilities for children, adults and families within bushland reserves and parks, which will include mountain bike riding, skills tracks and jumps. To cater for the growing demand for mountain bike facilities, proposed facilities need to be appropriately located to meet user demand, connect with existing mountain bike facilities, and be delivered with the required recreation infrastructure while protecting the significant environmental value within the bushland reserves. The project will review bushland reserves across the city for off-road cycling facilities.
18.
Council conducted an online survey from 12 March 2019 to 10 April 2019, inviting feedback and ideas from the community to inform the development of the draft Brisbane Off-Road Cycling concept plans. Information is based on how people currently use Council’s reserves and parks, along with ideas for planning future off-road cycling facilities. Jack Kerr Court Park and Platypus Park, Mt Crosby, have been proposed for inclusion in the draft Brisbane Off-Road Cycling concept plans.
19.
The head petitioner has been advised their contact details have been added to the community information register for the project. A benefit of being on the register will allow the head petitioner to be advised when the draft concept plans are available for further community feedback. The draft Brisbane Off-Road Cycling concept plans are anticipated to be made available for community feedback on Council’s website in May 2019. The final Brisbane Off‑Road Cycling Plan is due to be released in mid-2019 and Council will notify the head petitioner when this occurs.
Consultation
20.
Councillor Kate Richards, Councillor for Pullenvale Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.
21.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

22.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE PETITIONERS.
Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA18/887593
Thank you for your petition requesting that Council fund the installation of a mountain bike facility at Jack Kerr Court Park or Platypus Park, Mt Crosby.
Council has completed investigations and considered your request. It was decided that the petitioners be advised of the following information. 
Brisbane is a great place to live, work, and relax. It is a safe, vibrant, green and prosperous city, valued for its friendly and optimistic character and enjoyable lifestyle. Council is delivering parks and vibrant, liveable communities for residents and visitors. A liveable city includes more leisure options with better facilities and venues for all ages to enjoy. To cater for the growing demand for mountain bike facilities, Council is investigating future off-road cycling opportunities including bike pump and skills tracks.
Off-road cycling is currently permitted on designated facilities within parks and natural areas across the city, in accordance with Council’s Public Land and Council Assets Local Law 2014 and OS11 Park Use Guidelines. Mountain bike riding is permitted on designated trails in Mt Coot-tha Forest, Toohey Forest Park, Boondall Wetlands and Bayside Parklands. 

Council’s Brisbane Off-Road Cycling Plan project (the project) is a citywide initiative to provide off‑road cycling facilities for children, adults and families within bushland reserves and parks, which will include mountain bike riding, skills tracks and jumps. To cater for the growing demand for mountain bike facilities, proposed facilities need to be appropriately located to meet user demand, connect with existing mountain bike facilities, and be delivered with the required recreation infrastructure while protecting the significant environmental value within the bushland reserves. 

Council conducted an online survey from 12 March 2019 to 10 April 2019, inviting feedback and ideas from the community to inform the development of the draft Brisbane Off‑Road Cycling concept plans. Information is based on how people currently use Council’s reserves and parks, along with ideas for planning future off-road cycling facilities. Jack Kerr Court Park and Platypus Park, Mt Crosby, have been proposed for inclusion in the draft Brisbane Off‑Road Cycling concept plans.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Ms Nicola Barlow, Parks and Environmental Planning Service Delivery Manager, Parks, Policy and Planning, Parks and natural Resources Team, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, on (07) 3178 7699.
Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED

C
PETITION – Requesting Council remove the trees that were planted in Neata Street Park, behind homes in Neata Street, Corinda

CA18/941857

764/2018-19

23.
A petition from residents requesting removal of the trees that were planted in Neata Street Park, behind homes in Neata Street, Corinda, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 16 October 2018, by Councillor Nicole Johnston, and received.

24.
The Divisional Manager, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

25.
The petition contains 10 signatures.

26.
A detailed history of events regarding tree planting in Neata Street Park:

-
2014 – Several trees in Neata Street Park, were lost during a storm event.

-
23 May 2018 – The Tennyson Ward office was informed by email of Council’s plan to plant new replacement trees in Neata Street Park, as well as other parks in Corinda. 

-
4 July 2018 – Council planted 60 replacement trees in Neata Street Park.

-
13 July 2018 – Four residents adjacent to the park contacted the Tennyson Ward Office requesting to have some of the replacement trees, which were close to boundaries, removed in order to facilitate open space activities. After a meeting with Councillor Nicole Johnston, Councillor for Tennyson Ward, it was decided to consolidate the requests into one and remove 10 trees.

-
2 August 2018 – Council revisited the site and it was determined that 14 trees were able to be relocated to other parks. All the trees near areas of complaint, which were planted approximately 8 m from boundaries, were relocated.

-
3 August 2018 – A request via the Tennyson Ward Office was received to remove additional trees. Council confirmed further removals were not substantiated or supported.

-
13 September 2018 – The Regional Coordinator Arboriculture, South Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, spoke to the head petitioner and discussed concerns. It was confirmed that Council had already removed and relocated 14 trees from this location.

-
22 October 2018 – Petition CA18/941857 received to remove further trees.

27.
The trees within Neata Street Park are a food source for local fauna as well as being a part of Council’s commitment to being clean, green and sustainable. The trees planted align with a priority objective of Council’s urban forest policy to provide well-shaded streets and pedestrian spaces that will help cool our city and mitigate urban heat island effects. Trees are planted as part of Brisbane’s urban forest goal to achieve 40% natural habitat cover by 2031. Benefits include providing food resources and habitat for wildlife, reducing stormwater flows and nutrient loads in waterways, reducing air pollution, filtering airborne particulates, producing oxygen, and storing and sequestering carbon.

28.
The head petitioner stated planted trees were restricting access. There is no formal easement through the park to the rear of properties and there is no evidence to support the claim of restricted access within the park. Council will not be planting any more trees within Neata Street Park. Refer to Attachment B (submitted on file) for images detailing the location of trees in Neata Street Park.

29.
The spacing between the new plantings within the park preclude the possibility of screening the views across the park toward the creek and pony club. As the trees grow over the coming decades, clearance pruning will be undertaken to maintain visibility for residents using the park.

Consultation

30.
Councillor Nicole Johnston, Councillor for Tennyson Ward, has been consulted and does not support the recommendation.


Customer impact
31.
Direct customer impact is not substantial. The head petitioner is unlikely to be satisfied with the outcome.

32.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Nicole Johnston dissenting.

33.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER ADVISING THAT COUNCIL WILL RETAIN EXISTING TREES PLANTED IN NEATA STREET PARK, CORINDA, AS THEY DO NOT MEET COUNCIL’S TREE REMOVAL CRITERIA. COUNCIL WILL PERFORM JUVENILE MAINTENANCE TO MAINTAIN VIEWS ACROSS THE PARK.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA18/941857

Thank you for your petition requesting Council remove the trees that were planted in Neata Street Park, without consultation behind homes in Neata Street, Corinda.

Council has completed an onsite investigation and considered your request.

Council values the trees in our city as they contribute significantly to the environment both ecologically and aesthetically. These values are supported by Council’s tree policy which ensures the preservation of Council trees, therefore, tree removal is considered an important issue.

Council has assessed the replacement trees that were planted in Neata Street Park and has found that they do not meet Council’s tree removal criteria. No evidence has been found to show that the new trees planted in Neata Street Park restrict access within the park. Council records indicate 14 planted trees were relocated previously. 

As these trees grow over the coming decades, clearance pruning will be undertaken to maintain visibility for residents using the park when required.

Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Miss Anastasia Browne, Regional Coordinator Arboriculture, South Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 0639.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

D
PETITIONS – Requesting Council approve Blue Fin Fishing Club to lease part of Hock Davis Park, Inala, for the construction of a car park for their members and community use

CA18/998906 and CA18/1146901

765/2018-19

34.
Two petitions from residents requesting Council approve Blue Fin Fishing Club to lease part of Hock Davis Park, Inala, for the construction of a car park for their members and community use, were received during the Summer Recess 2018-19.

35.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

36.
The petitions contain a total of 2,147 signatures.

37.
Hock Davis Park is a local general recreation park as classified in Council’s Park Classification System. Local recreation parks are generally open green spaces developed with a low level of infrastructure to cater for passive recreational use by the local community. They can also serve other purposes, such as drainage, stormwater retention or conveyance, fauna movement and biodiversity protection. All of these purposes are relevant in the case of Hock Davis Park. Local recreation parks may also contain infrastructure to support these secondary functions (e.g. retention basins). Local recreation parks generally do not include a car park as they cater to local residents within a catchment in walking distance.

38.
Council is committed to a ‘no net loss’ approach to protecting existing open spaces and their multiple values to ensure all Brisbane residents have access to a diverse and resilient network of public open spaces now and into the future. The importance of ensuring no net loss of public open spaces is further reinforced in Council’s Brisbane. Clean, Green, Sustainable 2017-2031 and Brisbane’s Future Blueprint. The construction of a car park within Hock Davis Park would be considered a loss of public open space.
39.
Under Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan), Hock Davis Park is included in the Sport and recreation zone in the Local zone precinct. The Sport and recreation zone code states that the Local zone precinct is applied to a park with a low level of infrastructure that caters for a low level of use. According to the City Plan use definitions, the Blue Fin Fishing Club proposed use constitutes a ‘club’ and a ‘car park’, which would require an impact assessable development application in the Sport and recreation zone Local zone precinct. This is because the construction and operation of a car park to service a non-park related private entity is inconsistent with the intent of the Local zone precinct.

40.
Hock Davis Park is a reserve granted in trust to Council for park purposes, which is regulated under the Land Act 1994 (the Act). Pursuant to section 52(2) of the Act, actions ‘must be consistent with the purpose for which the reserve was dedicated, or the land was granted in trust’. The construction of a private car park would be considered inconsistent with the purpose of the reserve. As per section 52(3) of the Act, the Minister may approve an action inconsistent with the purpose of a reserve if they are reasonably satisfied that the inconsistent action will not:

-
diminish the purpose for which the reserve was dedicated, or the land was granted in trust

-
adversely affect any business in the area surrounding the reserve or land granted in trust.

41.
For Council to issue a lease without a tender process, a submission to Council is required seeking an exception under section 226 of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012. A valuable non-current asset contract includes any contract for the disposal of all or any interest in an asset owned or controlled by Council e.g. the granting of a lease over land or a building.

42.
The existing vegetation in Hock Davis Park is protected under Council's Natural Assets Local Law 2003 (NALL). This includes the NALL categories of Significant native vegetation, Waterway and wetland vegetation and Council controlled vegetation. NALL helps to protect Brisbane’s natural assets including bushland areas, wetlands, waterway corridors and trees in urban areas. Any proposal to remove vegetation within Hock Davis Park would be inconsistent with the intent of the existing NALL protection over this vegetation.

43.
It is acknowledged that many Brisbane parks include car parking areas, however, such car parking is generally located within district and metropolitan parks, and is provided for the primary use of park patrons to support community use of sport and recreation facilities located within the park. In addition, Council’s Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, completed a search for any relevant complaints or requests for additional on‑street parking or restrictions in Lavender, Lilac and Magnolia Streets, Inala. No complaints or requests relevant to this petition have been received by Council.

44.
Officers from Council’s Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, have completed an investigation into the car park proposal for Hock Davis Park and have established:

-
the proposal is inconsistent with the park classification under Council’s Park Classification System

-
the proposal is inconsistent with the intent of Brisbane City Plan 2014 zoning of the land for local sport and recreation

-
the proposal is inconsistent with the purpose of the reserve under the Act 

-
if Ministerial approval were granted for an inconsistent use, requirements for the issuing of a trustee lease under the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 mean there is no certainty a trustee lease would be issued to the Blue Fin Fishing Club

-
the proposal is inconsistent with the intent of the existing NALL protection over the vegetation within the park

-
the proposal is inconsistent with Council’s ‘no net loss’ approach to managing and protecting existing parkland and open space.
45.
For the above reasons, it is recommended that Council does not approve the Blue Fin Fishing Club to lease part of Hock Davis Park, Inala, for the construction of a car park as the primary intent of the proposed car park is for the use of club patrons, which is not the role or purpose of Brisbane’s public park network. Council suggests the Blue Fin Fishing Club engage a traffic management expert to explore additional parking options in the surrounding business and entertainment precinct. This may identify opportunities to increase parking in the current vicinity.

Consultation

46.
Councillor Charles Strunk, Councillor for Forest Lake Ward, has been consulted and does not support the recommendation.


Customer impact
47.
Users of the park would be impacted with the decrease in park size and amenity.

48.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

49.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition References: CA18/998906 and CA18/1146901
Hock Davis Park is a local general recreation park as classified in Council’s Park Classification System. Local recreation parks are generally open green spaces developed with a low level of infrastructure to cater for passive recreational use by the local community. Local recreation parks can also serve other purposes, such as drainage, stormwater retention or conveyance, fauna movement and biodiversity protection. All of these purposes are relevant in the case of Hock Davis Park. Local recreation parks may also contain infrastructure to support these secondary functions (e.g. retention basins). Local recreation parks generally do not include a car park as they cater to local residents within a catchment in walking distance.

Council is committed to a ‘no net loss’ approach to protecting existing open spaces and their multiple values to ensure all Brisbane residents have access to a diverse and resilient network of public open spaces now and into the future. The importance of ensuring no net loss of public open spaces is further reinforced in Council’s Brisbane. Clean, Green, Sustainable 2017-2031 and Brisbane’s Future Blueprint. The construction of a car park within Hock Davis Park would be considered a loss of public open space. 
Under Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan), Hock Davis Park is included in the Sport and recreation zone in the Local zone precinct. The Sport and recreation zone code states that the Local zone precinct is applied to a park with a low level of infrastructure that caters for a low level of use. According to the City Plan use definitions, the Blue Fin Fishing Club proposed use constitutes a ‘club’ and a ‘car park’, which would require an impact assessable development application in the Sport and recreation zone Local zone precinct. This is because the construction and operation of a car park to service a non-park related private entity is inconsistent with the intent of the Local zone precinct.

Hock Davis Park is a reserve granted in trust to Council for park purposes, which is regulated under the Land Act 1994 (the Act). Pursuant to section 52(2) of the Act, Council’s actions ‘must be consistent with the purpose for which the reserve was dedicated, or the land was granted in trust’. The construction of a private car park would be considered inconsistent with the purpose of the reserve. As per section 52(3) of the Act, the Minister may approve an action inconsistent with the purpose of a reserve if they are reasonably satisfied the action will not:

-
diminish the purpose for which the reserve was dedicated, or the land was granted in trust

-
adversely affect any business in the area surrounding the reserve or land granted in trust. 

For Council to issue a lease without a tender process, a submission to Council is required seeking an exception under section 226 of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012. A valuable non-current asset contract includes any contract for the disposal of all or any interest in an asset owned or controlled by Council e.g. the granting of a lease over land or a building.

The existing vegetation in Hock Davis Park is protected under Council's Natural Assets Local Law 2003 (NALL). This includes the NALL categories of Significant native vegetation, Waterway and wetland vegetation and Council controlled vegetation. The NALL helps to protect Brisbane’s natural assets including bushland areas, wetlands, waterway corridors and trees in urban areas. Any proposal to remove vegetation within Hock Davis Park would be inconsistent with the intent of the existing NALL protection over this vegetation.

It is acknowledged that many Brisbane parks include car parking areas, however, such car parking is generally located within district and metropolitan parks, and is provided for the primary use of park patrons to support community use of sport and recreation facilities located within the park. 

In addition, Council’s Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, completed a search for any relevant complaints or requests for additional on street parking or restrictions in Lavender, Lilac and Magnolia Streets, Inala. No complaints or requests relevant to this petition have been received by Council.  

Officers from Council’s Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, have completed an investigation into the car park proposal for Hock Davis Park and have established:

-
the proposal is inconsistent with the park classification under Council’s Park Classification System

-
the proposal is inconsistent with the intent of Brisbane City Plan 2014 zoning of the land for local sport and recreation

-
the proposal is inconsistent with the purpose of the reserve under the Act 

-
if Ministerial approval were granted for an inconsistent use, requirements for the issuing of a trustee lease under the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 mean there is no certainty a trustee lease would be issued to the Blue Fin Fishing Club

-
the proposal is inconsistent with the intent of the existing NALL protection over the vegetation within the park

-
the proposal is inconsistent with Council’s ‘no net loss’ approach to managing and protecting existing parkland and open space.
For the above reasons it is recommended that Council does not approve the Blue Fin Fishing Club to lease part of Hock Davis Park, Inala, for the construction of a car park as the primary intent of the proposed car park is for the use of club patrons, which is not the role or purpose of Brisbane’s public park network. Council suggests the Blue Fin Fishing Club engage a traffic management expert to explore additional parking options in the surrounding business and entertainment precinct. This may identify opportunities to increase parking in the current vicinity.

Please let the other petitioners know of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Ms Nicola Barlow, Parks and Environmental Planning Service Delivery Manager, Parks, Policy and Planning, Parks and natural Resources Team, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability, on (07) 3178 7699.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

E
PETITION – Requesting that Council construct additional parking at the Ferny Grove Aqua Park located at Keperra Picnic Grounds, Ferny Grove
CA19/63399
766/2018-19

50.
A petition from residents requesting that additional parking be constructed at the Ferny Grove Aqua Park, Keperra Picnic Grounds, Ferny Grove, was received during the Summer Recess 2018-19.
51.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

52.
The petition contains 325 signatures.

53.
Keperra Picnic Grounds is a large park situated in the suburb of Ferny Grove, which supports the recreational needs of the surrounding suburbs. The park had an existing playground, toilet and car park prior to the installation of the new waterplay area.

54.
The Aqua Park was installed in 2018 after funding was allocated in the Lord Mayor’s Budget. At completion, the facility was received with overwhelming support from the local community. Prior to the construction of the waterplay area, the park had 11 car parking spaces available including 10 standard spaces and one accessibility space.

55.
Council’s Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, has assessed the request listed in the petition and agree additional car parking would benefit users of the park.

56.
The installation of additional car parking will be listed for consideration as part of Council’s future capital works program. Each year in June, all listed projects are prioritised and assessed against the overall needs of the city. Approved works have the highest priority in terms of public safety, convenience and the number of people directly benefited in relation to the cost.

57.
This request has also been forwarded to Councillor Steven Toomey, Councillor for The Gap Ward, for his consideration as part of The Gap Ward Footpath and Parks Trust Fund.

Funding
58.
It is recommended to list the works in Schedule 247 or from The Gap Ward Footpath and Parks Trust Fund.

Consultation
59.
Councillor Steven Toomey, Councillor for The Gap Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.
60.
The Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

61.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER ADVISING THAT COUNCIL HAS LISTED FOR CONSIDERATION TO UPGRADE THE CAR PARK AT THE FERNY GROVE AQUA PARK, FERNY GROVE, AS PART OF COUNCIL’S FUTURE CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM. THIS REQUEST HAS ALSO BEEN FORWARDED TO COUNCILLOR STEVEN TOOMEY, COUNCILLOR FOR THE GAP WARD, FOR HIS CONSIDERATION AS PART OF THE GAP WARD FOOTPATH AND PARKS TRUST FUND.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/63399
Thank you for your petition requesting that Council construct additional parking at the Ferny Grove Aqua Park located at Keperra Picnic Grounds, Ferny Grove.
Council has completed an onsite investigation and considered your request.

The Ferny Grove Aqua Park, located at Keperra Picnic Grounds was completed in November 2018, and provides an interactive water play environment that is accessible to people of all ages and abilities.

The installation of additional car parking has been listed for consideration as part of Council’s future capital works program. Each year in June, all listed projects are prioritised and assessed against the overall needs of the city. Approved works have the highest priority in terms of public safety, convenience and the number of people directly benefited in relation to the cost.

This request has also been forwarded to Councillor Steven Toomey, Councillor for The Gap Ward, for his consideration as part of The Gap Ward Footpath and Parks Trust Fund. If you would like to discuss your request directly with Councillor Toomey, please contact his ward office on (07) 3407 1900.
The above information will be forwarded to the other petitioners via email.
Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Shane Klepper, Regional Coordinator Parks, West Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 0013.

Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED

F
PETITION – Requesting that Council remove the gazebo located within The Avenue Park at Eaton Park, Sunnybank Hills

CA19/118572

767/2018-19

62.
A petition from residents requesting the removal of the gazebo located within The Avenue Park at Eaton Place, Sunnybank Hills, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 5 February 2019, by Councillor Kim Marx, and received.
63.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

64.
The petition contains 30 signatures.

65.
Council records indicate the developer of the estate installed the gazebo located at The Avenue Park. The gazebo has been there for more than a decade without incident and is found to be in good condition. The gazebo provides covered seating for park users along the internal bikeway network from Hellawell Road linking Patton Place, The Avenue, and Park Avenue, Sunnybank Hills.

66.
Council’s Connected Communities, Lifestyle and Community Services, completed a safety inspection and Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED) assessment on 15 March 2019 for The Avenue Park. The inspection found the park gazebo was well sited and facilitates good casual surveillance by park users and neighbouring residents, with open sightlines from the bikeway that runs adjacent to the gazebo. In addition, it was reported that if the gazebo is removed from the park, it would impact elderly and disabled patrons as it presents the only seating option within this region of the park. Therefore, Council does not support the removal of the gazebo at The Avenue Park.

67.
The matters relating to the suspected drug activity and reported assault that took place in Eaton Place were not directly related to the location of the park gazebo. Council recommends all suspicious or criminal activity be reported directly to Queensland Police Service on 000 or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000. In addition, the safety inspection conducted by Council identified no reported drug offences in Eaton Place in the preceding 12-month period.

Consultation
68.
Councillor Kim Marx, Councillor for Runcorn Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.
69.
The Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

70.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER ADVISING THAT COUNCIL DOES NOT SUPPORT THE REMOVAL OF THE GAZEBO LOCATED WITHIN THE AVENUE PARK AT EATON PLACE, SUNNYBANK HILLS.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/118572
Thank you for your petition requesting that Council remove the gazebo located within The Avenue Park at Eaton Place, Sunnybank Hills.

Council has completed an onsite investigation and considered your request.

Council does not support the removal of the gazebo located within The Avenue Park.

A park safety audit was conducted by Council and found the park gazebo was well sited and facilitates good casual surveillance by park users and neighbouring residents with open sightlines from the bikeway that runs adjacent to the park gazebo. In addition, it was reported that if the gazebo is removed from the park, it would impact elderly and disabled patrons as it presents the only seating option within this region of the park.

The matters relating to the suspected drug activity and reported assault that took place in Eaton Place were not directly related to the location of the park gazebo. Council recommends all suspicious or criminal activity be reported directly to Queensland Police Service on 000 or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Warwick Davies, Regional Coordinator Parks, South Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 0639.

Thank you for raising this matter.
ADOPTED

FIELD SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Councillor Vicki HOWARD, Chair of the Field Services Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 14 May 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Further debate?

Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Chair.


Last week our Committee meeting had a presentation from our manager of Fleet Solutions on the Yellow Ribbon National Road Safety Week. The Committee was given an informative presentation on this annual initiative from the Safer Australian Roads and Highways, also known as SARAH Group, acknowledging the lives lost on Australian roads. 


The SARAH Group was established by Peter Frazer in memory of his daughter, Sarah, who was killed alongside a tow truck driver in the emergency break down lane on the Hume Highway in February 2012. This year, National Road Safety Week was held between 6 and 12 May and throughout the week landmarks across the city were lit up yellow to support the road safety initiative. In Brisbane, iconic attractions such as the Storey Bridge, Victoria Bridge and Wickham Terrace car park were illuminated yellow to share the road safety message.


To demonstrate Council’s support for National Road Safety Week, Fleet Solutions arranged for yellow ribbon stickers to be displayed at the rear of Council vehicles and one was sent to each Councillor and I would strongly encourage all to place it on your vehicle and drive so others survive. Chair, I commend the report to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further debate? 


There being none, I’ll put the report. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Field Services Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Vicki Howard (Chair), Councillor Kim Marx (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Kara Cook, Steven Huang, Charles Strunk and Andrew Wines.
A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – YELLOW RIBBON NATIONAL ROAD SAFETY WEEK

768/2018-19

1.
Scott Owen, Manager, Fleet Solutions, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide information on Yellow Ribbon National Road Safety Week. He provided the information below.
2.
National Road Safety Week is an annual initiative from the Safer Australian Roads and Highways (SARAH) Group, which acknowledges the lives lost on Australian roads and raises awareness regarding road safety. The initiative also provides a platform for road safety organisations and government agencies to work together to highlight the impact of road trauma and ways to reduce it.

3.
The SARAH Group was established by Peter Frazer in memory of his daughter, Sarah, who was killed alongside a tow truck driver in the emergency breakdown lane of the Hume Highway in February 2012. Sarah was driving to university when her car overheated and she had to stop in the emergency breakdown lane to call for assistance. Tragically, the road was not built to the Austroads standard and while the car was being loaded onto the tow truck, a passing truck collided with the broken-down car killing both Sarah and the tow truck driver instantly.

4.
This year, National Road Safety Week was held between 6 and 12 May 2019. Throughout the week, landmarks across the country were lit up yellow to support the road safety initiative. In Brisbane, iconic attractions such as the Story Bridge, Victoria Bridge and Wickham Terrace Car Park were illuminated yellow to share the road safety message.

5.
Another feature of National Road Safety Week is the yellow ribbon. To demonstrate Council’s support for National Road Safety Week, Fleet Solutions arranged for the yellow ribbon stickers to be displayed at the rear of Council vehicles. Other business areas in Council have also placed orders for these stickers in support of the campaign.
6.
On 7 May 2019, a pledge-signing ceremony was held at Fleet Solutions. The ceremony was attended by Fleet Solutions staff, Mr Frazer, and Chris Thornton and Darren Condon from Altus Traffic Management Group to witness Council’s pledge and commitment to road safety.  

7.
The Committee was shown extracts from the National Road Safety Week website, which encourages all road users to support the initiative and sign the online ‘Pledge to Drive so Others Survive’.

8.
The Committee was also shown a video recording of Mr Frazer’s presentation at the pledge‑signing ceremony. 

9.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Owen for his informative presentation.

10.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

COMMUNITY, ARTS AND LIFESTYLE COMMITTEE

Councillor Peter MATIC, Chair of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kate RICHARDS, that the report of the meeting of the Lifestyle and Community Services Committee held on 14 May 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate?

Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
Mr Chair, just briefly was a presentation for BrisAsia Festival and just credit to the officers again and to supporters of this important program. It highlights the great diversity of our city and the reasons that our city’s history and culture is so rich. It’s programs like this and the Administration of the Council that we importantly need to support and not only now but into the future but also to look for those opportunities to further enhance and promote our multicultural and diversely rich community and why it makes Brisbane such a great place to live. Thank you.

Chair:
Further debate? 


There being none, I’ll put the report. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Lifestyle and Community Services Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Peter Matic (Chair), and Councillors Kara Cook, Peter Cumming, Kate Richards, and Norm Wyndham.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – BRISASIA FESTIVAL 2019
769/2018-19

1.
Miriam Kent, Manager, Connected Communities, Lifestyle and Community Services, attended the meeting to provide an update on BrisAsia Festival 2019 (the festival). She provided the information below.
2.
The festival, which aligns with Council’s Creative Brisbane Creative Economy 2013-22 strategy, ran from 9 February 2019 to 3 March 2019. More than 42,750 residents and visitors attended 90 Council‑funded and partner events held across 40 suburbs. The artists and community groups involved in the festival represented heritage from 25 Asian cultures. Eight‑hundred artists and creatives and 600 specialist technicians gained paid employment as part of the festival in 2019.
3.
The festival opened with a VIP event held at Queensland Performing Arts Centre (QPAC). This event featured theatre and music performances and received widespread praise from the 269 attendees.
4.
Highlights of the festival included the following. 

-
The Summer Party in Musgrave Park which attracted a young audience of more than 2,000 people.

-
Brisbane Holi, at Rocks Riverside Park, which was targeted at the Indian and wider community and involved a colour throw, rain dance, Indian food and Bollywood dancing. This event attracted an audience of more than 8,000 people.

-
Firestorm Residency and concert at SunPAC which explored themes of regeneration, transformation and healing.

-
BrisAsia Symposium which was curated as a community platform for discussion and debate.

5.
Council work units supported the festival in 2019 by coordinating a range of events, including World Kitchen and performances in libraries hosted by Library Services; karate, tai chi,  qigong, yoga and dragon boating arranged by the Active and Healthy team; Chinese Lunar New Year events in the Brunswick Street Mall, organised by the Valley Malls team; free cycling offered at the Brisbane Holi through Brisbane Cycling; comedy events in suburban locations facilitated through the Community Development Team; and Asia Pacific Screen Awards film program screenings held throughout Brisbane.
6.
External partners also hosted a range of events as part of the festival, including: 
-
a textile workshop at Museum of Brisbane

-
performances of Single Asian Female at La Boite Theatre Company

-
performances by Silkroad Ensemble at QPAC

-
Asian art snapshot tours at Brisbane Multicultural Arts Centre

-
food discovery tours run by Retail Sunnybank

-
an exhibition in Fortitude Valley curated by Art from the Margins

-
a performance by Wham, Glam! Thank you Japan! at The Brightside, Fortitude Valley.
7.
The festival also featured the premiere performance of Crystal Moonlight, by JADE New World Collective, at QPAC on 26 February 2019. This ensemble features a diverse cross‑section of Brisbane‑Asian artists and was supported by QPAC as part of an incubation program in 2018.
8.
A video of festival events was shown to the Committee.
9.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Ms Kent for her informative presentation.

10.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE

Councillor Adam ALLAN, Chair of the Finance and Administration Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor David McLACHLAN, that the report of the meeting of the Finance and Economic Development Committee held on 14 May 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 
Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair.


Just before turning to the Committee report, in response to a question that Councillor CUMMING raised a little bit earlier, I can advise that CBIC dividends went into general revenue and this has allowed us to keep rates down by 2% and contribute to the delivery of $1 billion of infrastructure projects.


Turning very, very quickly to the Committee presentation, I covered it in Question Time, so just to recap. The program targets refugees who have an overseas qualification, they do a placement with Council for up to three months, they receive one-on-one career development and they get access or exposure to a wide range of the branches within the Council and a number of these particular people have been shortlisted for internal positions and a number have secured external interviews, and I’ll leave the debate to the Chamber.

Chair:
Any further debate? 
Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks. Just really quickly on that. Have any of them actually gotten jobs with Council at this stage or it’s still not—yes, just be addressed in the Chair’s feedback on that question.

Chair:
That will just be later. The Chair may choose to respond in a later speech.


Further contributions? 
Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Councillor SRI, I am happy to take that on notice and come back to you.

Chair:
Alright.


I’ll now put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the Finance and Economic Development Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Krista Adams (Chair), Councillor Adam Allan (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Peter Cumming, Kim Marx, David McLachlan, and Charles Strunk. 

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – PROFESSIONALS INCLUSION PROGRAM (PIP)

770/2018-19

1.
Katrina Odgaard, Chief Human Resources Officer, Human Resources, Organisational Services, attended the meeting to provide information on the Professionals Inclusion Program (PIP). She provided the information below.
2.
PIP offers refugees who have a foreign qualification a three month placement with Council. One on one career development and support is offered to participants.

3.
PIP ends in June 2019 and has a total of seven participants from Syria, Eritrea and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Participants are placed across each of Council's seven divisions. All participants successfully completed unpaid work experience which was conducted prior to paid placement.
4.
The PIP participants have foreign qualifications in mechanical engineering; social work; business management; economics and commerce; medicine; urban planning; and information technology.
5.
As an outcome of PIP, several participants have been shortlisted for internal positions and have attended interviews. One participant is presenting at a branch-wide forum in late May 2019.  
6.
The Committee was shown a video which detailed PIP and provided feedback from participants.
7.
In addition to PIP, in 2018-19 Council has a number of other employment programs including:

-
Tertiary Work Experience Pathways

-
Traineeship Pathways

-
Pre-Trade Work Experience

-
Cadetship Pathways

-
disABILITY ACTION at WORK

-
Apprenticeship Pathways

-
Graduate Pathways

-
Talent Pathways.

8.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Ms Odgaard for her informative presentation. 

9.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS:

Chair:
We’ll continue to petitions. 
Councillors, are there any petitions?


DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Mr Chair, I submit a petition requesting Council expand its free public Wi-Fi network to train stations in the Brisbane metropolitan area.

Chair:
Councillor MARX.

Councillor MARX:
Yes. I have a petition for residents to upgrade a skate bowl.

Chair:
Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Mr Chair, I have a petition requesting that the speed limit be lowered along Montague Road, West End.

Chair:
Are there any others?


May I please have a motion to accept those petitions, please?

771/2018-19
It was resolved on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Jonathan SRI, that the petitions as presented be received and referred to the Committee concerned for consideration and report.

The petitions were summarised as follows:

	File No.
	Councillor
	Topic

	CA19/447269
	Krista Adams
	Requesting Council expand its free public Wi-Fi network and provide free Wi-Fi at train stations in the Brisbane metropolitan area.

	CA19/443268
	Kim Marx
	Requesting Council upgrade the skate park located in Les Atkinson Park, Sunnybank.

	CA19/443138
	Jonathan Sri
	Requesting Council urgently reduce the speed limit on Montague Road, West End, between Jane and Drake Streets, to 50 km/h and investigate further speed limit reductions. 


GENERAL BUSINESS:

Chair:
Councillors, are there any matters of General Business?


Alright. Now, Councillors, this is a maiden speech. Last week, I asked for courtesy to maiden speeches. I expect courtesy again.


Councillor CUNNINGHAM, please. Welcome to the Council.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
Thank you, Chair.


I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which our Council meets, the Turrbal and Jagera people, their elders past and present.


Indulge me if you will as I pause for just one moment for this special time, as I look around. The awe and wonder of this historical Brisbane City Council Chamber where those who have come before us have all contributed to shape and influence my home city from behind these same benches for the past 89 years. 


For more than a decade, my community, my neighbourhood, has been served by my friend, Ian McKenzie. Ian has been a loyal Councillor, a kind gentleman. I could not mention Ian without also recognising the outstanding contribution from his wife, Josie McKenzie. Josie is the force behind Ian and her dedication to our community continues through her work as an ambassador for the Lord Mayor’s Charitable Trust.


I am humbled to have been given this opportunity. It is an absolute privilege to help, to listen and to serve my community. Over 15 years ago, my career started as a journalist. Community concerns were at the centre of my work then as they are today. I am a community advocate by trade. Like many other young families, I love my area. The balance between old and new, public transport and accessibility, bikeways and busways, the diversity and choices add to the appeal.


Coorparoo and its surrounding suburbs, like Greenslopes, Annerley, Stones Corner, Camp Hill and Carina Heights have a rich history, a proud heritage, one that is reflected in the many character homes and public buildings that form our unique streetscape. My community has been home to war heroes and widows, entrepreneurs and entertainers, risk takers, rule breakers, philanthropists and politicians.


Back then, as it is today, the newer generations live in restored or modern homes and walk our historic streets. Some we praise, others we pursue. There are those heartened by our support and those who we must help. Over the years, community facilities like Langlands Park pool, the fields at Easts, Whites Hill and Greenslopes, have been the training ground for sports stars and Olympic medallists. But on any given morning from the crack of dawn, the young, the old, the would-be’s, the could-be’s share the same green space and community facilities.


I believe it is our job as Councillors to serve the whole community, ensuring our living standards continue to exceed the pace of a modern city. While the Coorparoo Ward has a rich history, it is also a place of opportunity and optimism for thousands of new Australians who now call it home. Around one in four residents of my ward were born overseas. These people have brought with them their experiences and traditions and by sharing them, have contributed to a more inclusive, harmonious and better Brisbane.


People like Surendra Prasad who through the multicultural hub at Arnwood Place at Annerley recently brought together local people from many different faiths in my ward to commemorate those who died in the Sri Lankan attack. People who form the Rotary Club of Stones Corner and I acknowledge our president, Bruce Wallace, and my sponsor, Frank Whiteman. This is a club which has served my community for more than 59 years, taking on projects big and small. The breadth of their kindness and generosity to our community knows no bounds.


While I have paid tribute to Ian McKenzie, I would also like to acknowledge another former Councillor, Richard Jefferies OAM. The list of Rick’s accomplishments in this place and in my community is ongoing and extensive. He served as alderman in the Ward of Camp Hill from 1985 to 1991. Rick remains an honorary ambassador for the City of Brisbane. A man of foresight, Rick’s contribution to the local environment and heritage must form part of his proudest achievements.


From introducing the first trial of recycling bins, or bags, as they were then, to greening our city with park and street tree plantings. He also played an instrumental role with Whites Hill Reserve at Camp Hill, the green lungs of my ward where so many children and their parents enjoy hours of outdoor playtime. He formed the Camp Hill Ward Heritage Committee, which went on to become the Coorparoo and Districts Heritage Group, still active today under the leadership and through commitment from another local achiever, Ron Baker. Rick has been a source of guidance and support to me and I thank him for his generosity and friendship.


Another former great who represented my community is the late Catherine Bermingham. The Bowie’s Flat Wetlands at Coorparoo is one of her legacies. While former Councillor Bermingham and I come from different corners of the ring, I had the honour of working alongside her for a short period. I always found her to have a warm and generous heart. I remember her fondly with respect and admiration.


I am in this Chamber today following in the footsteps of these individuals who have succeeded but I didn’t come here just to succeed. I came to give back. In these modern times where it’s easy to be cynical and ever fearful, let us not forget that together we can make change happen. As I look to the future, our LORD MAYOR has a vision to make sure the Brisbane of tomorrow is even better than the Brisbane of today.


His focus as LORD MAYOR is to build the critical infrastructure our city needs, like public transport and road networks, to ensure we can all get home easier and safer to our families. I am proud to be part of a team of people who want to achieve this while at the same time working to protect our unique lifestyle and expand our city’s green space. Residents can expect me, as their Councillor, to work hard just as they do to make a better life for their families.


Together with the LORD MAYOR we are building a better Brisbane and protecting our unique lifestyle. Building the infrastructure like roads and bridges needed to ease traffic congestion while ensuring we preserve the green space and embarking on the biggest investment in parks our city has ever seen. Locally, I will be held accountable by the dozens of environment groups that spend their time cleaning up our creeks and waterways, removing weeds and restoring natural habitat and I look forward to getting my hands dirty alongside them.


I’m also excited about the Hanlon Street Park upgrade, a green space that my family and I know so well. The upgraded Langlands Park pool where my family and I go to swimming lessons, fixing the Samuel Street intersection at Camp Hill where we as a family go shopping. Fighting for an upgrade to the Stones Corner Library and improvements to local public transport, including the much anticipated and fully funded Brisbane Metro.


Brisbane is a city of precincts and we see that in Coorparoo Ward where local residents enjoy entertainment and dining hubs, like at Martha Street at Camp Hill, Coorparoo Square and Logan Road, Stones Corner. I am determined to work to foster an environment where business and our local economy flourishes. Residents of my ward work hard for their own money by their own hand. They are proud to invest in a future for their family where they can live safely and securely in the knowledge their efforts will be rewarded, that their Council will not take away but only add value to their lifestyle.


As their local Councillor, I’m here to support those efforts, to celebrate alongside them and to add to their quality of life each and every day. Chair, my neighbourhood is very special to me. It is an honour to represent my community here in this place. Thank you.

Chair:
Further General Business? 
Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. I just wanted to rise briefly just to say a few words about three important events that have happened in Tennyson Ward so far this year.


Earlier this year the Graceville Bowls Club turned 100. Actually there’s four. One hundred is pretty impressive but can I say this in the environment that this year the Sherwood State School turned 153. So we are blessed in Tennyson Ward with a wonderful range of community groups that have historically helped shape and define our district. But there have been some very significant events this year, I just wanted to mention on the record.


Firstly, the Graceville Bowls Club turned 100. They published a book which I helped fund through the Lord Mayor’s Suburban Initiative Fund. We had a wonderful event which their patron, the Governor of Queensland, Paul de Jersey, attended and the club made a ceremonial bowl and he rolled the ceremonial bowl and he played an end with the club members and the Queensland champion and the club members won, which was fantastic.


It was a wonderful day, a huge amount of work went on and at a time when other bowls clubs around our community are struggling, the Graceville Bowls Club has really reinvented itself over recent years. Most of the drama actually was before I became the Councillor. They did sell one of their greens which was highly controversial at the time. But the good news is that they still have two greens, they are sustainable, they’ve reached out their hand to the community, they hold a huge number of other groups, host them in the club, so they’ve become quite sustainable.


They also do barefoot bowls and have drinks on Fridays and they bowl. So you know, they’re the kind of example, I think, that, you know, bowls clubs can be in our community, little community hubs. I just want to congratulate them on their centenary this year.


The Graceville Croquet Club of which I’m a patron turned 100. Councillor MATIC attended that event on behalf of the LORD MAYOR. They pretty much formed within a couple of months of each other. The men set up the bowls club which was men only at that time and then a few months later the ladies set up the croquet club which at that time was women only. This is a small group of residents. They were the very first sporting club to be established in Graceville Memorial Park. The rugby and the cricket came second. That got a bit of a cheer when I mentioned that in the speech.


They are a gorgeous club, I love going there, I love socialising with them, playing a game of croquet. That 55 people can run this club and maintain the lawns and, you know, they undertook a major upgrade with a Council grant that really Council should have done for them but they did it. Members range from sort of 60 to 90. They’re just an extraordinary group of people. They’re a joy to support and I just want to congratulate them on their 100th anniversary this year.


They put a huge effort into the event and literally it did not rain all day so they played a tournament and then just as we were having the outdoor official ceremony, down it came. So all of the best laid plans moved inside where it was standing room only in the pavilion and it was still a wonderful event. So I just want to congratulate the Graceville Croquet Club.


The Sherwood Indooroopilly RSL also turned 100 this year. As been discussed in this Chamber, one of the ways in which our community has chosen to honour the Sherwood Indooroopilly RSL is by recognising Maurice Little who was the inaugural president of the Sherwood Indooroopilly RSL and I have spoken in this Chamber about his remarkable war service and his contribution to helping establish the Sherwood, as it was then, RSL back in 1919.


That RSL is a wonderful place. I think most of us have RSLs in our area and we understand that sub-branches are full of extraordinary men and women who have served our country so it’s a great pleasure for me to support the RSL and to work with them to achieve the projects that we need to do. We’re also working this year on upgrading the cenotaph. It’s been a battle to get Council to do it but I’ve given them some money, the State member has given them some money, the Federal Government has given them some money and the RSL is putting in some money and Council wouldn’t agree to do the work so we spent a while year basically trying to get Council to agree to the work. We finally do.


We’ve got a new heritage expert at Council who is very proactive and very good. She came to some meetings and suddenly we had a way forward. So I thank the officers and the RSL for—we were hoping to have it done for Anzac Day but it won’t be done until Remembrance Day but that will be another important way that we can mark the centenary of the Sherwood Indooroopilly RSL.


Finally, today I had the great pleasure of attending the 60th anniversary, so they’re babies—they’re babies in my community—the 60th anniversary of the Corinda Graceville Catholic Women’s League. Now, this is a wonderful group of ladies. There’s 22 of them. This year they raised $4,200 which they distributed to a range of Catholic and local community charities in my ward. Their numbers have been dwindling a little bit but the ladies who are still members have wonderful social activities. They raise much needed funds to support the needy in our community.


They are a faith-based organisation so they look after the spiritual health of their membership but also our parish out in Corinda and Graceville. I’d just like to congratulate them on their 60th, their jubilee anniversary today and they had a lovely mass; I went to mass today and we had a lovely lunch afterwards. So I’d just like to say that I live in the best part of Brisbane. We have by far and away the most extraordinary groups who are so giving and so incorporated into community life in my district I feel really lucky that I get to represent such an amazing community.


I would just like to pass on my congratulations to the Graceville Bowls Club, the Graceville Croquet Club, the Sherwood Indooroopilly RSL and the Corinda Graceville Catholic Women’s League on their very significant anniversaries this year and long may they continue.

Chair:
Further speakers? 
Councillor WYNDHAM.

Councillor WYNDHAM:
Thank you, Mr Chairman.


Mr Chairman, I rise to speak on 818 Rode Road. Imagine this. You wake up to the sound of bulldozers, clearing four-and-a-half hectares of land in the middle of Brisbane over the road from one of our better environmental areas, the environmental area being the Raven Street Reserve and education centre.


These bulldozers will move in with the blessing of the State Government. The State Government hasn’t been listening for over 15 years. The State Government was offered $3.75 million for this land at the same time that the Federal Government under John Howard sold Brisbane City Council Pooh Corner for $1. Sadly, the cost of Pooh Corner had an added $97,000 in stamp duty to the State Government. So may I say the Labor State Government over the years has only looked at our bushland as a cash cow, to fill their coffers. 


They put in a DA—the Blue Care put in a DA on this site which we refused because it had environmental values, environmental values that were recognised by local Labor Councillors. But still after our objecting to the DA, the State Government called it in and passed it. I received a copy of the letter only recently and it starts with ‘I was very disheartened and angry to hear this morning that after Brisbane City Council rejected the development, the State Government has approved it’. The letter ends with ‘a resident, a parent, a small business owner and a citizen of this planet, I demand that you see the value in this area of bushland and retract your approval. Listen to the people that live here’. 


That was a letter from a local resident to the State Government. So for 15 years they’ve been fighting for this bushland that most of the local community expected would be part of the Mountains to Mangroves Corridor, a corridor that passes right through the northern suburbs of Brisbane from the hills to the ocean. So the bulldozers move in and we get a beautiful four to five storey building and townhouses and a childcare unit. But don’t fret. They promised to do offset planting. They’re going to fill our dog park with the offset planting, or so they think. Pardon the pun but I don’t think any of the dogs will have a leg to stand on. 


Mr Chairman, last week we discussed changes to the aged care and development issues with City Plan. That sort of policy will stop this ever happening again. It will also leave our aged care in areas where the people that live in the suburbs can gracefully age in their same suburbs. But clearing the bushland won’t do anything for the local residents that have to move to Caboolture or somewhere far away because their families who love that bushland no longer will have it. Sadly, the State Government are still not listening and perhaps shall I say after the weekend that the ALP is not listening. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speeches? 
Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Mr Chair.


I rise to speak on two items, the Shorncliffe Escarpment plan and the Einbunpin Lagoon in Sandgate. Firstly, with the Shorncliffe Escarpment plan, this is something that I have been lobbying for, for the last few years, alongside organisations like the Sandgate District Chamber of Commerce, Keep Sandgate Beautiful Association, local businesses and local residents who have been concerned for some time that Council’s ongoing inaction around maintaining the Shorncliffe escarpment has led to safety issues.


We’ve had over the last few years land slips along the Eagle Terrace section of the Shorncliffe Escarpment which has seen rocks and debris fall down on to Lovers Walk below. We’ve seen over a long period and different sections along there poisoning and vandalism of trees without any successful prosecution by Council due to a lack of hard evidence, I suppose. All we’ve had for the last couple of years has been a management—not a management plan but a trimming plan essentially for five key viewpoints.


That was a plan that prescribed the type of tree trimming that should occur at those viewpoints but it in no way prescribed any remediation works when it comes to erosion along there or replacing vandalised vegetation. So for the last couple of years I’ve been advocating for that and meeting with Council officers on site and in my office. So to say that the first I’ve heard about the newsletter going out to the community and the survey was just in Question Time today is disappointing is an understatement. I received a briefing note earlier this—no, sorry, last month in April to say that some works will be done and at some point in the future there’ll be some communication activities.


I had to ask for a briefing earlier this month and I note that I’m getting one in a few days’ time well after that newsletter has gone out. I approached this in a very bipartisan way over the last few years so this has not been a political issue for me. This has been an issue about getting Council to implement an escarpment plan that would ensure that that piece of—that unique piece of Brisbane’s landscape is protected for future generations. At some points along there, along Shorncliffe Parade, there’s not much room between the edge of the road and the cliff that is slowly eroding away so it’s almost at crisis point.


So I’ve approached this very actively and to see the way that this Administration is going about communicating this with the community and deliberately cutting me out of that I think is pretty disappointing but I’m sure people will see right through that. When it comes to the Einbunpin Lagoon I want to put on record once again the need for a serious investment in that lagoon. This is something that again I’ve been working with the community, similar groups as well, seeing our District Chamber of Commerce keeps saying how beautiful—a wide, wide cross section of the local community on getting a better outcome for our lagoon. 


It has been plagued by blue-green algal blooms for many years now. It’s been almost 20 years since the last time any major work was done in the lagoon there. There’s been some minor repairs to the concrete wall but that really hasn’t contributed anything to the health of that lagoon. I met on site—as I said last month with Councillor MCLACHLAN when he was the Parks Chair and I thought we were approaching that in a great way together and I made a commitment that again I would be working in a bipartisan and constructive way with this Administration to find a way forward.


I’ve been advised by one of the Council officers that NEWS branch is doing some investigation works around removing—and again this hasn’t been officially communicated with me, this has just been through conversations I’ve had—removing the concrete wall, making it a more natural edge, removing the silt from that lagoon. I want to say to Councillor HAMMOND and the Administration that sort of work is of a really, really high priority to the community. 


So if that work is going on, I fully support that at a planning level and as I have in my budget request to the LORD MAYOR and to the Chair of the Finance Committee, we need to see a pretty serious investment in there. This is an area where Council has in the last few years invested in free Wi-Fi, done a local business activation plan, talked about promoting the area for tourism and other visitors to come to Sandgate. We’re going through a neighbourhood planning process right now and the reality is unless we get good rain consistently what we have is a stinking cesspit in the middle of Sandgate.


So what we need to do is get a serious investment in cleaning up that lagoon and making sure that we invest in what is one of the most unique and best parts of Brisbane. So again I just call on the Administration to please listen to my community and make that serious investment in what is a very, very special part of Brisbane.

Chair:
Further speakers?

Councillor MARX:
Yes, thank you, Chair.


I just want to rise very quickly to mention an article that I was delighted to read in the local World News Weekly. It’s one of the papers that is delivered out to my area all the time. It was published on 29 March 2019. It was a commitment by the then member of Moreton, Mr Graham Perrett, him and the Shadow Minister, Tony Bourke. I was delighted to see them out in my area, Sunnybank, and making a commitment to upgrade the Sunnybank pedestrian bridge.


The idea apparently is to install lifts at either end of this bridge. They’re going to install some security cameras which I know all the community will be very happy about, given the huge increase in crime out my way as people who may be aware followed with the crime forum in March that we had not that long ago. This pedestrian bridge goes from Sunnybank Plaza across to Sunnybank shopping centres. It’s actually owned by Brisbane City Council so I’m delighted that the Federal member and the Shadow Minister are committing to spend $1 million on upgrading that bridge in Sunnybank. So I look forward to meeting with him and working with him on that project. Thank you very much.

Chair:
Further speakers?


There being none, this meeting now concludes.

QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

(Questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths on 16 May 2019
Q1.
How many Lime scooter complaints have been received since the commencement of the trial?

Q2.
Can you list the top three complaint issues regarding the Lime Scooter trial and the number of complaints related to each of those issues?

Q3.
How many of the Lime Scooter complaints received required Council Officer to attend and what was their outcome?
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

(Answers to questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Nicole Johnston (from meeting on 14 May 2019)

Q1.
How many fines were issued within the Queensland Tennis Centre Regulated Parking area during the Federation Cup tournament in April 2019?
A1.
78 infringement notices and 1 warning notice were issued.

Q2.
Please provide a list by Ward and dollar amount of the available balances for each Ward Footpath and Parks Trust Funds as at 31 March 2019?
A2.
The list is provided based on funds already expended and approved jobs not completed (i.e. excludes jobs awaiting approval) as at 31 March 2019.
	Ward
	Available Balance

	Bracken Ridge
	$61,324

	Calamvale
	$217,263

	Central
	$445,067

	Chandler
	$46,084

	Coorparoo
	$45,631

	Deagon
	$58,665

	Doboy
	$20,282

	Enoggera
	$36,254

	Forest Lake
	$358,663

	Gabba
	$373,125

	Hamilton
	$51,133

	Holland Park
	$135,983

	Jamboree
	$59,197

	Macgregor
	$260,377

	Marchant
	$81,636

	McDowall
	$26,826

	Moorooka
	$143,897

	Morningside
	$169,032

	Northgate
	$8,567

	Paddington
	$66,463

	Pullenvale
	$402,557

	Runcorn
	$250,929

	Tennyson
	$9,728

	The Gap
	$22,582

	Walter Taylor
	$47,751

	Wynnum-Manly
	-$8,245


Q3.
Please provide the dollar value of the salary/fee for the roles of Chairperson and Director of the Oxley Creek Transformation Pty Ltd? 
A3.
Remuneration for the Board Chairman of the Oxley Creek Transformation Pty Ltd Board is $51,250 per annum.

Directors are entitled to claim remuneration at the rate of $150.00 per hour for attendance at Oxley Creek Transformation Pty Ltd Board meetings, in accordance with the eligibility requirements.

Q4.
Is Cr Angela Owen taking unpaid leave from Council whilst she is campaigning for the Federal seat of Moreton? 

A4.
No.

Q5.
Has Councillor Wyndham resigned as the Councillor for McDowell? If so, on what date?

A5.
No. It is assumed this refers to the ward of McDowall.

Q6.
Has Councillor McKenzie resigned as the Councillor for Coorparoo If so, on what date?

A6.
Yes. Please see Committee Report that went before full Council on 14 May 2019.

Q7.
Of the $119,000 allocated in the 2018-19 Budget for heritage tree work in Laurel Ave Chelmer how much has been spent to date? Please provide a breakdown of cost and description of works undertaken to date? 

A7.
$2,919 has been spent to date on design and project management costs, as at end of April 2019. Works are due to occur by June 2019, however budget savings have been realised during the scoping of this project.
Q8.
How many requests for midge/mosquito spraying in problem areas were made in the following months of 2019:

A. January

B. February

C. March

D. April

E. May to date?

A8.
Council does not spray or control midges. The below numbers relate to requests for mosquito spraying. 

a.
15.
b. 
59.
c. 
124.
d. 
62.
e. 
16.
Q9
How many sites problem midge/mosquito sites were actually sprayed by Council in the following months of 2019:

A. January

B. February

C. March

D. April

E. May to date?

A9.
Known mosquito breeding sites are inspected and, if necessary, sprayed. Council does not spray or control midges. Most sites are on a regular inspection schedule and some are added to a reactive inspection schedule each month due to rainfall or tides. If mosquito breeding is identified at a site, it is sprayed. This spraying reduces the number of adult mosquitoes that can emerge. The total number of sites managed are detailed below.

The approximate number of sites managed are detailed below.

a.
4,447 sites.
b.
4,530 sites.
c.
6,024 sites.
d. 
4,740 sites.
e. 
1,103 sites.
Additionally, aerial mosquito treatments of coastal mangrove habitat were undertaken on six occasions from January to May 2019.

	Date
	Total Ha

	11 January 2019
	315

	23 & 24 January 2019
	1,705

	8 February 2019
	1,767  

	20 & 21 February 2019
	1,685

	18, 19 & 20 March 2019
	3,805

	22 April 2019
	2,045


Q10.
Please provide a list by location of all midge/mosquito sites actually sprayed by Council between January 2019 and as at the current date?

A10.
As there are thousands of these sites, the spreadsheets will be made available to any Councillor who requests copies. Please contact the Executive Manager of Field Services. 

The sites vary greatly in size, scale, and composition from a few meters to many hectares, so are often not identified by name.

Submitted by Councillor Jonathan Sri (from meeting on 14 May 2019)

Q1.
What is the total annual cost of running the cross-river ferry service between Bulimba and Teneriffe?

A1.
Based on the 2018/19 budget year, the cost for running the Bulimba and Teneriffe cross river ferry is approximately $750,000 per annum direct costs (excluding local and corporate overheads).

Q2.
Can the West End Recreation Hub pontoon on Riverside Drive accommodate cross-river ferry services?

A2.
No, due to the need to be compliant with Disability Discrimination Act 1992.

Q3.
Can the West End Recreation Hub pontoon on Riverside Drive accommodate CityCat services?

A3.
Please see above.

Q4.
How much would it cost to adapt the West End Recreation Hub pontoon on Riverside Drive to accommodate CityCat services?

A4.
The West End Recreation Hub pontoon was never designed to accommodate CityCat services and would need to be dismantled and replaced with a suitable CityCat pontoon, in the order of cost as per answer to question 5.

Q5.
What is the estimated cost of building a new CityCat terminal along Riverside Drive, West End to the south of Davies Park?

A5.
Approximately $9 million to $10 million.
Q6.
What is the estimated annual cost (or cost range) to council of creating an additional city councillor role for a new council ward (including ward office costs, ward staff, salaries etc)?

A6.
Over $1.1 million.

Submitted by Councillor Nicole Johnston (from meeting on 14 May 2019)

Q1.
On what date was the request made for repairs or improvements to the footpath and adjacent area at the corner of Kingsley Pde and Hyde Road, Yeronga first made to Council?

A1.
7 August 2018.

Q2.
On what date were the repairs or improvements to the footpath, K&C, driveway, ramps and refuge at the corner of Kingsley Pde and Hyde Road, Yeronga approved by Council?

A2.
27 August 2018.
Q3.
On what date were the repairs or improvements to the footpath, K&C, driveway, ramps and refuge at the corner of Kingsley Pde and Hyde Road, Yeronga undertaken by Council?

A3.
Footpath and K&C works completed 18 December 2018.

Road Pavement works completed 1 March 2019.

Q4.
What was the total cost of all works undertaken to the footpath, K&C, driveway, ramps and refuge including new building, modifications and demolition at the corner of Kingsley Pde and Hyde Road Yeronga?   

A4.
Footpath works: $32,970.
Kerb and Channel works: $7,342.
Road Pavement works: $18,093.
Q5.
As this footpath project was not listed in the 2018-19 Budget schedule, please provide the name and budget schedule under which funding for the works at the corner of Kingsley Pde and Hyde Road, Yeronga were undertaken? 

A5.
SCH979 Footpath Minor Maintenance, SCH428 Kerb and Channel Maintenance, and SCH422 Paved Roads Maintenance.

Q6.
How many existing footpaths are listed with Council to be repaired or replaced by Council in Tennyson Ward? Please include make safe works and all footpaths listed for repairs and replacement.

A6.
Reconstruction: 7, Maintenance: 57.
Q7.
How many footpaths have been waiting for longer than one year for repair or replacement by Council in Tennyson Ward?

A7.
Reconstruction: 3, Maintenance: 15.
Q8.
What was the total amount of funding allocated in the 2018-19 Council Budget for footpath repairs or replacements, excluding projects listed by name in the Budget schedules, for:

a.
City-wide

b.
Council region eg south, north, central, west and east

c.
Tennyson Ward? 

A8.
a.
$14.582 million. This includes corporate overheads and assessment costs which covers 
expenses such as labour allocations for footpath inspections and associated footpath 
maintenance activities. 

Capital budget of $549,000 for ‘large failure rehabilitation’ (Service 1.1.3.1) is also available, which covers jobs deemed too big for a maintenance repair, and are deemed appropriate to be completed as a capital job in the financial year. The amount listed does not include Ward Footpath and Parks Trust amount which can be used at Councillor’s discretion for capital footpath improvements, replacements and rehabilitations.
b.
i.
North $2.109 million.

ii. 
South $2.182 million.

iii. 
East $2.174 million.

iv. 
West $1.979 million.

v.
Central $1.690 million.

c.
Funding is not allocated by ward.

Q9.
As at 1 May how much funding remains available to undertake footpath repairs or replacements in Council’s recurrent footpath maintenance Budget in the 2018-19 financial year for:

a.
City-wide

b.
Council region eg south, north, central, west and east

c.
Tennyson Ward?

A9.
a.
$1.253 million.

As this is a reactive schedule, funding is not budgeted at regional levels, however forecasts are updated based on the need and priority of works in each region during the year. 

b.
i.
North $122,000.
ii.
South -$416,000. 

iii.
East $20,000.
iv.
West $313,000.
v.
Central $218,000.
c. 
Funding is not allocated by ward.

Q10.
Please provide a list, in order of priority of all footpaths awaiting funding for repairs or replacement in Tennyson Ward? And, don’t tell me you don’t have it because the Civil Engineering Coordinator Asset Services South Region told me you do and that certain projects are prioritised over others.

A10.
Please note the list below reflects priority of works on initial investigation, not necessarily order of works to be undertaken. When determining order of work, factors such as proximity of jobs to each other is also taken into account to ensure efficiencies in delivery. This list is current as at 14 May 2019.

	Footpath (FP)

	FP - Chester Road, Annerley

	FP - 110 Graceville Avenue, Graceville

	FP - 350 Annerley Road, Annerley, 7 m2

	FP - 36 Kadumba Street, Yeronga, 5 m2

	FP - 11 Victoria Avenue, Chelmer, 16 m2

	FP - 232 Dewar Terrace, Corinda, 2 m2

	FP - 421 Oxley Road, Sherwood, 32 m2

	FP - 45 Shottery Street, Yeronga, 17 m2

	FP - 74 Leybourne Street, Chelmer, 4 m2

	FP - 14 Dunlop Terrace, Corinda, 5 m2

	FP - 22 Varley Street, Yeerongpilly, 34 m2

	FP - 245 Oxley Road, Graceville, 1 m2

	FP - 284 Graceville Avenue, Graceville, 43 m2

	FP - 31 Cronin Street, Annerley, 10 m2

	FP - 63 Brisbane Corso, Fairfield, 13 m2

	FP - 7 Lothian Street, Annerley, 22 m2

	FP - 8 Junction Street, Sherwood, 26 m2

	FP - 828 Oxley Road, Corinda, 11 m2

	FP - 85 Turner Avenue, Fairfield, 30 m2

	FP - 25 Allardyce Street, Graceville, 59 m2

	FP - 26 Cronin Street, Annerley, 21 m2

	FP - 391 Annerley Road, Annerley, 10 m2

	FP - 46 Denham Street, Annerley, 4 m2

	FP - 8 Ellesmere Street, Yeronga, 4 m2

	FP - 8 Skew Street, Sherwood, 5 m2

	FP - Oxley Road, Oxley, 191 m2

	FP - 1 White Street, Graceville - Pk dr frontage 4 m2

	FP - 113 Kadumba Street, Yeronga, 12 m2

	FP - 125 Seventeen Mile Rocks Road, Oxley, 59 m2

	FP - 15 Nathan Terrace, Yeerongpilly, 5 m2

	FP - 16 Morcom Avenue, Corinda, 16 m2

	FP - 16 Probyn Street, Corinda, 40 m2

	FP - 20 Varley Street, Yeerongpilly, 8 m2

	FP - 24 Christensen Street, Yeronga, 36 m2

	FP - 28 Oakwood Street, Annerley, 6 m2

	FP - 4 Kianga Street, Graceville, 19 m2

	FP - 50 Ellesmere Street, Yeronga, 4 m2

	FP - 6 Rome Street, N, Yeronga, 40 m2

	FP - 6 Shottery Street, Yeronga, 9 m2

	FP - 63 Brisbane Corso, Fairfield, 16 m2

	FP - 909 Fairfield Road, Yeerongpilly, 7 m2

	FP - Primrose Street, Sherwood, 27 m2

	FP - 162 Clara Street, Corinda, 72 m2

	FP - 3 Central Avenue, Sherwood, 41 m2

	FP - 35 Nathan Terrace, Yeerongpilly, 2 m2

	FP - 44 Franklin Street, Annerley, 11 m2

	FP - 53 Gray Avenue, Corinda, 3 m2

	FP - 631 Ipswich Road, Annerley, 6 m2

	FP - 7 Woodville Place, Annerley - Lay turf

	FP - 781 Oxley Road, Corinda, 18 m2

	FP - 23 Lyon Avenue, Oxley, 5 m2

	FP - 377 Verney Road, East Graceville, 2 m2

	FP - 61 Franklin Street, Annerley, 2 m2

	FP - Fairfield Road, Fairfield, 8 m2

	FP - 781 Oxley Road, Corinda, 19 m2

	FP - 386 Fairfield Road, Yeronga, 108 m2

	FP - 96 Hassall Street, Corinda, 12 m2


In addition, Reconstruction Capital works as at 14 May 2019.

	Suburb
	Street
	Limits

	Annerley
	Cornwall Street
	Rusk Street to Ipswich Road

	Fairfield
	Princess Street
	Noble Street to Brisbane Corso

	Corinda
	Oxley Road
	#768 to Cliveden Avenue

	Yeronga
	Hyde Road
	Ellesmere Street to #92

	Annerley
	Lagonda Street
	Clive Street to Dudley Street

	Annerley
	Cornwall Street
	#20 to Ipswich Road

	Annerley
	Ipswich Road
	Portland Street to Louis Street


Q11.
Please provide a list of the criteria and/or policy name under which footpath repairs and replacements are prioritised? 

A11.
The prioritisation of footpath works is founded on associated risk. Consideration and weighting is given to: 

-
volume of pedestrian traffic and road hierarchy

-
extent of damage

-
severity of damage including vertical and horizontal displacement

-
level of hazard.

Officers also have the discretion to take into account factors such as the location (i.e. near a school) to assist with prioritisation of works.

Q12.
Which Council branch/team or manager signs off on the prioritisation of footpath repairs and replacement for Tennyson Ward as the Civil Engineering Coordinator Asset Services South Region tells me it is not him?

A12.
Timing of works and scheduling is managed by Construction Branch. The manager ultimately responsible is the Executive Manager of Field Services.

Validation and inclusion of works into the maintenance program is largely determined through the calculated risk assessment. Timing of works is also dependent upon factors such as available budget, delivery capacity and works being scheduled to take advantage of proximity of jobs in order to achieve efficiencies.

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths (from meeting on 14 May 2019)

Q1.
How many artificial turf-sporting fields will be constructed in the 2018/2019 financial year and where are they located?

A1.
Two artificial turf-sporting fields will be constructed in the 2018-19 financial year. Teralba Park, Mitchelton, and Burringbar Park, Chermside.

Q2.
How many passenger vehicles are currently under lease to Brisbane City Council?

A2.
Council does not ‘lease’ vehicles. There are currently nine vehicles on short term hire.

Q3.
Of the current passenger vehicles under lease to Brisbane City Council can you give a breakdown of their general use.

A3.
As per response to question 2, please see below a breakdown of the nine short term hire vehicles.

	Asset Hire Type
	Reason for Hire

	Single Cab UTE
	Operational field use

	8 Tonne Truck
	Operational field use

	Ute with Canopy (4x4)
	Operational field use

	ASX with FBT Kit
	Operational field use

	12 Seater Bus
	For Homeless Connect

	12 Seater Bus
	For Homeless Connect

	12 Seater Bus
	For Homeless Connect

	3 Tonne Flat Tray
	Operational field use

	2 Tonne Tipper
	Operational field use


Q4.
Please use the following table to detail all completed capital parks projects that have a value of $1million and above.

	
	Park Name
	Project Detail
	Cost
	Ward
	Suburb

	2014/15
	
	
	
	
	

	2015/16
	
	
	
	
	

	2016/17
	
	
	
	
	

	2017/18
	
	
	
	
	

	2018 to 30/04/19
	
	
	
	
	


A4.
Please note, the below table excludes Southbank and Roma Street projects due to funding from the State Government.

	Year
	Park Name
	Project Detail
	Cost ($,000)
	Ward
	Suburb

	14/15
	City Botanical Gardens
	Lighting and electrical upgrade.
	1,291
	Central
	Brisbane City

	
	Frew Park
	Development of a new park including play space, Tennis Centre with six tennis courts, a rebound court and amenities
	13,000
	Paddington
	Milton

	15/16
	Cathedral Square Park
	Refurbishment included landscaping upgrades, lighting improvements and creation of an entry pavilion.
	2,469
	Central
	Brisbane City

	
	Jack Cook Park
	Landfill waste compaction, capping, athletics assets upgrade (long jump pit, shot put circles, cricket wicket, running track), installation of new telemetry based irrigation network and high jump tartan.
	1,356
	Walter Taylor
	Toowong

	
	Karawatha Forest Park
	Design and build Karawatha Forest Discovery Centre including:
- Queensland’s first nature play space 
- sheltered picnic tables and electric barbeques
- improved pathways and accessibility
- additional public toilets
- a car park area including coach facilities.
	7,683
	Calamvale
	Karawatha

	16/17
	Coorparoo Creek Parkland
	Design and build a new corridor park.
	15,809
	Coorparoo
	Coorparoo

	
	Darien Street Park
	Upgraded sports park, including a new soccer field and lighting to car park and sports fields.
	6,942
	McDowall
	Bridgeman Downs

	
	Manly Road Park
	Design and build barbecue, taps, picnic area, playground, car park, park access, services, retaining wall and pathways.
	2,723
	Doboy
	Wakerley

	
	Bill Brown Sports Reserve
	Landfill waste reprofiling, compaction, capping, drainage and turfing of parkland.
	2,939
	Bracken Ridge
	Fitzgibbon

	17/18
	Cathedral Square Park
	Cathedral Square refurbishment including new toilet block.
	2,793
	Central
	Brisbane City

	
	Coorparoo Creek Corridor Connecting Parkland
	Restore parkland along Coorparoo Creek Corridor Connecting Parkland.
	6,722
	Coorparoo
	Coorparoo

	
	West End Urban Common Park
	Design and construct new park.
	1,214
	The Gabba
	West End

	
	Nudgee Road Park 
	Recapping and restoration of the closed land fill site to a standard that allows the park to be used safely as a pony club.
	1,615
	Northgate
	Nundah

	
	Mt Coot-tha Forest Reserve
	Design and build the Discovery Trail, a connecting trail between Slaughter Falls and Simpson Falls Picnic Area.
	2,000
	Pullenvale
	Mt Coot-tha

	
	Mt Coot-tha Forest Reserve
	The Mt Coot-tha Visitor Information Centre is to inspire and orient visitors within the wider Mt Coot-tha precinct providing information on the botanic gardens and its attractions, and access to the mountains walking and biking trails and picnic areas.
	3,500
	Pullenvale
	Mt Coot-tha

	
	Bill Brown Sports Reserve
	Skate Facilities - Bracken Ridge Skate park
	1,350
	Bracken Ridge
	Fitzgibbon

	
	DJ Sherrington Park
	Skate Facilities - Inala Skate park
	1,519
	Forest Lake
	Inala

	
	Neil Macrossan Park
	Skate Facilities - Paddington Skate park
	2,513
	Paddington
	Paddington

	
	Walton Bridge Reserve
	Design and upgrade park including all abilities playground, new amphitheatre seating, picnic shelters, amenities building, refurbishment of existing shelter, resurfacing of the car park areas, lighting, planting of new shade trees, garden beds and landscaping, relocating the 'Remembrance Place' plaque, upgrade accessible footpaths and entrance, and relocating community artwork pillars.
	2,042
	The Gap
	The Gap

	18/19
	Glindemann Park
	Glindemann Park - Natural Area Works within the park.
	1,008
	Holland Park
	Holland Park West

	
	Monier Road Park
	Competition grade BMX track
	2,391
	Jamboree
	Darra

	
	Moggill District Sports Park
	Creation of a district sports park including:
- two ovals suitable for Australian football and cricket
- four hard courts for netball and tennis
- a children’s playground
- supporting facilities including an amenities building and shelters for viewing the sports fields
- a car park including spaces for persons with disabilities and a coach loading bay.
	15,352
	Pullenvale
	Moggill

	
	Mt Coot-tha Forest Reserve
	J.C. Slaughter Falls Upgrade including: 
- accessible facilities and shelters
- picnic seating
- new barbeques 
- pathways upgrades and a bridge
- car park improvements
- Landscaping works to improve water run-off and protect vegetation
- two new toilet blocks
- interactive children’s artwork.
	1,728
	Pullenvale
	Mount Coot-tha

	
	Anzac Square Park
	Anzac Square Restoration.

Stages 1, 2 and 3 of the project were undertaken from 2014 to 2016. These stages involved extensive restoration works to provide a structurally sound exterior to the memorial site, and were designed to stop water infiltration into the substructure and walls. They also involved significant enhancements to the crypt and memorial galleries and the careful curation of the memorial plaques.

Stage 4 is yet to be completed, $11,110,000 estimated expenditure to the end of April.
	10,267
	Central
	Brisbane City

	
	New Farm Park
	Part of renewing Great Brisbane Gardens enhancing New Farm Park in line with the heritage values of the site and refurbishing the existing picnic area to maximise its potential use. This work included:

- planting approximately 700 roses in current garden beds

- extending existing rose garden beds

- constructing new rose garden beds

- planting approximately 2,000 new plants

- installing a drip irrigation system into existing and new garden beds

- installing six new arbours and landscaping works.
	1,008
	Central
	New Farm
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